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T9 T»S HIGHT HOMOUEABLS 

THOMAS EARL QJF WUdRTON. 

A HE Author of the Spectator having pre* 
fixed before each of Ihs volumes the name 
of aome great person to ;\^K)m he has par*^ 
ticnfaur dtdigatkyoS) lays his clabn to your 
Locddiip^patnxi^^t upon the aame accountf 
I mmt confesB, my Lord* ha4 not I already 
tfceivcd great mstancea ot your favour, I 
fihcmid have bee^ afrilud of i^ubmittiDg a 
woriL of this nsKture to jrour pemsaL Ychi 
are so thoroughly acquainted with.the char 
raMem eif ixien» and ^ the parts of human 
lUe, thk it is impossible fc»r the leasst misre* 
presentation of them to escape your notice* 
It is yoiu* Lordship's particular distincticm 
that you are master of the whole compass of 
business, and have signalized yoimself in all , 
the different scenes of it. We admire some 
for the dignity, others ibr the popularity, of 
their bdiaviour; aomrfi^* the clearness of their 
judgment, others for their happiness of ex- 
pression; some for the laying of schemes, 

S^iS? "^ (RECAP) ^,^,^,^^^^^GooQle 



IV DEDICATION. 

and others for the putting them in execi^on : 
it is your Lcmlship oniy who enjoys these 
several talents united, and that too in as great 
perfecticMi as others possess thera singly.... 
Yoiu- enemies acknowledge this great extent 
in your Lordship's character, at die same 
time that they use their utmost industry an4 
invention to derogate from it. But it is for 
your hcniour that those who are now your ene* 
mies were always so. You have acted In sd 
much consistency with yoursdf, and promO' 
ted the interests (^ your country in so uni- 
form ar manner, that even those who wcNikl 
misrepresent your generous designs, for the 
public good^ cannot but approve the steadi^* 
Aei^and intre|>idity with which yau.pmwe 
them. It is amost sensible pkawMOg to me 
diat I have this opportunity of profe^singliiQr* 
self ^mc of your great admiitrs, and ki a x&y 
particular nianner, 
My Lord, 

Your Lonisliip's 
jyi ost obliged, i ^ 

And most obedient, 
Humble *ser;yant, 
- ^ . Tui SpectAtoii. 
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SPECTATOR. 

Ko. 322. MONDAY, MARCH 10, 1713. 

BT STKBLE. 

Ad human marare gravi deducit et ttngiu 

Hor. Ars. Poet. v. 110. 
Grief dejects and wrings the tortur'd soul. 

RoscoMMOir. 

JLTJspften said, after a man has hea^d a stpry with 
extraordinary circumstances, it is a very good, one if 
it be tiiue : but as for the following, relation, I ahottld 
be glud wer^ I sure it wete&lst. It is>told wkh-sim- 
pttcUf ; a»4 titore aee so many ar^bss touQhes of dis- 
tr^a init>Ahat ]^£w: itc^aaaea too^mui^hfrqm the heact* 

"•Mr. SrscTATOir^r 
. ^< Some years ago it h^pened that I fived in ^e 
saDie house wkh a young: gentleman^f merit; with 
wboae good qualities^ fiai^ao nuichitaken,.as to make 
it JiDf^eiMiiiea^ur to show ». many as I was able in my- 
sel£ Familiar coarerso improved general civilities 
iA$o nn unfeigned passion on both udes. He watched 
«0it<q4>9irtunity to declare hkn^lf to mp v and I, who 
c^ttld not ^atpe<;l a man of so gr^t an estate as his, 
c^ceiv^d his. addresses i^such terps as gave him 
. HD^ T^ofitj!^ to believe I waa disple^ed with them» 
tibiOiigh.i..|lid.nothijag ta make him think mf mprc: 
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6 THE SPECTATOR. No. 322. 

easy than was decent His &ther was a very hard 
worldly man, and proud ; so that there was no reascm 
to believe he would easily be brought to think there 
was any thing in any woman^s person, or character 
that could balance the disadvantage of an unequal 
fortune. In the mean time, the son continued his ap- 
plication to me, and omitted no occaakm of demon- 
strating the most disinterested passion imaginable to 
me ; and, in j^ain direct terms, offered to marry me 
privately, and keep it so Ull he should be so happy as 
to gain his father's approbation, or become possessed 
of hb estate. I passionately loved him, and you will 
believe I did not deny such a one what was my inter- 
est also to grant However, I was not so young as not 
to take the precaution of carrying with me a Mthful 
servant, who had been also my mother's mud, to be 
present at the ceremony. When that was over^ I de- 
manded a certificate, signed by the minister, my hus- 
band, And the servant I just now spoke of. After our 
nuptials, we cenversed together very &miliarly in the 
same house; but the restnonts we were generally tm- 
^ der, ^nd the interviews we had being stolen and 
interrupted, made our behaviour to each o^er have 
rather the impj^eni fondness which is visibte in lo- 
vers, than the regular and gratified afibctlcm which is 
to be observed in man and mh* Tbks observatiott 
made the &ther very ansdous Ibr his son, and ^reas 
him to a mAtch he had in his ^e for him. Xo relieve 
my husband from this importunity, and conceal the 
secret of our maniage, which I had reason to know 
would net be long in my power m town, it was^ resol- 
ved that I s^ouM redt^ intx)^ a remote place in the 
countty, and converse, under feigned names,*l3y let- 
ter. We long contmuedtbis way of commerce ; tind- 
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No. 322. THE SPECTATOH. f 

li witk my n^dle, a few books, and rearibig orer and 
over my hutbanchi letters, pasted my tkne in a ve« 
^Ifned eitpectfttkm of better days. Be pleased to 
take notice^ thM idt^itn toimr montbs after I left my 
httsbaml I Was deliTSred of a dsQSf^^^er, who dM 
within a few hours after her bitth. Thil acxident^tond 
the reti)*ed tmumer of life I led, gate criminal hopes 
to a neighbouring brute of a country gentkman, 
whose folly Was tiie source of all my faction. This 
rusdc is one oi those rich clowns who supply the 
want of all manner 6f breeding by the neglect of it, 
and with noisy mirth, half-ulidiDrstandkig, and ample 
fortune) force themselres upon persons and things, 
widiout any sense of time and {dace. The poor ig- 
norant peo]^e where I lay amceakd^ and now passed 
for a widow, wonderedl could bese^y^and orange, as 
they cidled it, to the ^^qiHrei and were bribed!^ htm- 
to admit him wheneyer he tliought #ti I happened 
to be sitting ifi a little parlour which belonged to m^ 
own part of the hoiise, and musing o^r one of the 
fcmdest of my h^it^And's letters, m which P always 
kept the certificate of my marriage, wlien^ this rude 
Mlow came in, and, with the naOs^ou^ fiuniliarity of 
such ut^ed brutes, . sns^ched tho papers oiH of my 
hand. I was Immediately ui^r so great a concern^ 
that I threw rtyself at his fetst, and begged of Mm to 
return tlmm. He, ynih the saline odious pretencetOf 
freedom and gaity, swot^e he would reaid them- t 
Iprew inore iihportunate, he more curious, till at last, 
Widian indignation arising from a passion I thenftrst 
discoTered in him, he threw ti^e p^rs into Iflife fire, 
sweartktg-, that since he was net to read them, ^e 
man who writ thcth should never* bo so happy as 
to have me read them oyer again. It is^inWignificant 
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8 THE SPECTATOR. No. a22. 

to tell yon xo^t^pxsmd repixmches made the boister*- 
ous csdf lea^e the room anhfuned ond^ut of ^Qunjte- 
nance, when I had leisure to ruminate on thi& ac- 
cident with niore tha»iacdiiNaKy aovra^ hom^e^ver, 
such was then saf coi^dence in my husband^ that I 
writ to him the mii^rtu^e, and deaired azM^h^r 
paperofthe same kind. He defoiredwritiag twoor 
three posts, and at last answered me ift general, that 
he could not then sevd me what I a^ked £»?» l^iH w^vk 
he cookl find a|^roper copTefance, I shoi^d.be sure 
to have it. From this time his letters were more cold 
eyery day thaaai^thfMr, and, as he gi^^w i^difTereint, I 
g^w jealoi^ Thi^ has at.last hre^ht m^ to town* 
:«rhere I find hot)i the witnesses oCmymarriage deiv^t^ 
and that my huri>and|. after three months xol\a)H- 
tati^oiH }^9A buried a young lady whov^h'B lii^r^ .in 
obedkn^ ^ hi* Eayther. Ii^ a w0i*d« he shuQS and dis* 
owns me. Should I .com^ ta th«^ hou^ and Qpnfrpnt 
him, the lather would join in supfc^tii^g hii|i, against 
m^ though he believed m^pt/s^i ^hoi^d X talk it to. 
the world, what repacati^ can X eaippctfbr an Uijucy) 
I cannot make, out? X helieite h^;meas^ tol^ciqg jgae^ ' 
throu^ necesaity, to resign my pi^^tj^nsica^ tQ bifOi 
fi^ some peovisiqo^ for m^ life; but.X wUl die %N^. 
ipraybid him remember, what he said) and^ho.i|(Jie^ 
Vjt# cjiarm^wbea.h£^ lai^shed at.^tbe^ii^^ess . d^s* 
i;«very X often, ma^e of ,i|iysejf i let Jiim, ren^ejifiber 
how aukward Xwas inifiy disaembled indifference, 
towards him befoi^e coinpany ; ask him howX, wju> 
CQi^d nevfr conceal my love for him, at hisqwnre;- 
quest oapL part withhim.for ever ? Oh, Mr, Spectator j, 
sii^naihl& spirits ^ know no indi^erence 1^ .marriage ;, 
what then dgi y^ou. think is ro^ piercing ^ctioA,?-7r<— 
I ^eaTe,yQU tfy represe^at my. distress your own way j 
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No. 323. THE SPECTATOR. 9 

in which I desire you to be speedy^ if yoo have com- 
passion for innocence exposed to 'mhmy. 

T ^OtrAVI;^.* 

No. 323. TUESDAY, MARCH 11,1712. 

BT ADDISON. 

Sometimes a inaxi, (Sometimes a womin* (a> ' 

JL HE journal with which I presentedmy mdtr» 
an Tueiiday last, hav brought aae in sereral letters, 
frith Accounts of mtmy pvi^rate iiTes cast ]ntOr.^iat 
isMt. I have^ie Rakefs Joun»I^ tiie Soi^a Jommli 
the WlK^master's Journal', and, among 8«tm^ 
others, a rery curious piece, entitled, The Jooittal 
of a Mohock. By ttese matanees I &id ^atthe^a- 
tetttioii of my last Tucaday^s paper has heen miat»- 
ken by many of ny ip^ders. r I -dkl^ not r^bamgtt.^ 
much to expose vice as idleness, and aimed at those 
persons who pass away their time rather in trille and 
tmpertineisoe than ittjciimeaaddimitioits^btbs*' Of- 
fences of tMs laUer kind are not to be diyilied with, 
or treated in so ludicrous a manner. In short, my 
journal onlf holds up folly to thought, and shows "^e 
disagreeableness of such actions as areindifiiuvnt ia 
themselves, and blameable only as they proceed £pom 
creatures endowed with reason. / . 

• My following correspoiVdent, who cidls herself 
Clarinda, is such a journalist sls iTequire ; sh^^se^m^s 
by her letter to be placed in a modish state :of indif- 
ference between vice and virtue,. and susceptibie^ of 
cither, were there proper pains taken with l^r. Had 
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her jouVMl been filled with giJbiitrk»> o? s^ch oc-^ 
currencet i^ had Ah<mn ber wheHy divested of ker 
nat)ural iuecence, notwithstanding it might have 
been more pleasing to the generality of readers, I 
should not hare publMied it; tmtas it is only the pic* 
ture of a life Qlled with a bshionable kind of gaiety 
and laziness, I shall set down' five days of it, as I have 
received it from the hand of my &ir correspondents 

** Dear Mr. SpEOTATom^ 
<< You having set your readers an exerc^ise m one 
of your last week's ps^rs, I have performed mineacv 
eording tp your orders, and herewith send it fom en- 
closed.. You must knovy Mr. Sfifictaeort that I am % 
maiden lady of a good fortune^ who have ted tevert^ 
«yitchea offered me for theae ten yeers lest ]itotr««4 
have at present warm applications made to^e/by % 
very pfetty feflow. As I am at my own diipoeal) \ 
eome up to town every wmter^and pass my time in ilk 
alter tho maimer you win fihdin the foUewb^ jwr*- 
■al» whicfa X began to writa upQ« tKe very ^a&m^ 
jmup Spectator upon that subjwt'^ 



ono 



TuBt»AT ni§^kt. Could not go to sleep fail 
in the mommg for tUnking of my journal. 

WEDNESDAY. J^om eifht to ten. Draak tw*- 
dishes of chocolate in bed, and fell asleep after them.^ 

From ten to eleven. Eat a slice of bread andbut^ 
ter, drank a dish of bohea, read the Spectator. 

JFrom eleven to one. At my tCHlette, tried a titw 
bead* Gave orders for Veny to be combed and wash- 
ed. Mem. I look best in blue. 

^om one till Aaff an hour ttfttr tvn>. 'Dror^ to 
the Change. Cheapened a couple of &n5^ j^ 

o 



Uo. ^31 THE SPECTATOR. It 

na fimt. At tiamet^ Mem. Mr. Froib'plMed 
Igr ki his fiew Uvet4e«. 

From four to 9ix, Dressed, paid a Tiiil ti> old 
Udy Bfi^ie atid li^tliltYt Kavfaig More heard tbef 
were goM <iQiof l^mtiMit day. 

From Hji> to tin^tH, At basMt Jlf<»ii. Sfenrset 
again jj^ontiie ace of ^KaoHMnda. ^ 

TstJitMAt. ^owi aM^m *# f*^ 10 ^g-Af ih tht * 
morning. Dreamed that I |>uiited (^ to Mr. Fh>di. 

JRrom CT^i ^d rm, Chocohcte. l^cad twottcts in 
Amrmgztlfe abed. 

, From' iffi to titthen; Tea-taMe. Sent t6 bortow 
laiy¥lMie*ikCvL]^UftVeiij. Head ^e phy bills* 
Rdcrited a It^tter lh»ii Mr. Froth. JIftm. Locked 
it ttp in tikf strotif box. 

BeH of the morning. Fontange, Ae tirc*^^mafi, 
her account of my Lady Blithers wai^ Broke a tooth 
in my little tortctee^sheU comb. Sent Frank to know 
iiow my I^ady Hectic rested after her monkey's leap- 
bg out at A window/ Looked pale. Foittange tclfa 
mt my glass is not true. Dressed by three. 

FHm thr&t tofnur, S^sner coM before I airt down. 

From four to eleven. Saw company. Mr. frotlPs 
(Opinion of Mihon. ifis account of the Mohocks. 
ffis &icy for a pm-custdon. Picture in the tid of his 
smiff-box. Old Lady Fiddle prpmbes me her wo^' 
mstt to cut my hair. Lost five guineas at crimp. 

Tmlve oUlox-k nt night. Went to bed. 

FaiBAT. ^ght in the monvtfig. Abed. Read Over 
all Mr. Pro^*s letters. Cupid and Vcny. 

Tsn c^ clock. Stayed within all day; not at home. 
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Front ten io twelve. In conference with my man- 
tuam^ker. Spited a suit of ribdiids. Broke my bloe 
chinacup. 

J^rom tvfeive, to one. Shut my«elf up in my chain'*' 
ber; prac^sed (^y B^ty Modely's sJuUtle. 

One in the afternoon. : ^sdled for my flowered 
handkerchief. Worked half a yiplet-leaf iait. Eyes 
achedy and head out of order. Threw by mj work^ 
and read over the remaining part of jiturer^zebe. 

^rom three io four. Dined. 

Fr/m^fovrto twelve^ CJ^ged my mind» dress- 
ed, went abroad, and played at crimp till midnight. 
Found Mrs. Spitely at home. Conversation. Mrs. 
Brilliant's necklace &lse; stones. Old Lady Love- 
day going to be^ married to a ]noung fellow that is 
not worth a groat. Miss Prue gone into the coun* 
try. Tom Townley has red hair. Mem. Mrs. Spitely 
whispered in my ear that she had something to tell 
me about Mr. Froth ; I am sure it is not true. 

J^etnoeen twelve <md one. Dreamed that Mr. FrOth 
lay at my feet, and palled me Indamora. 

Satuedat. Rose at eight o'clock in the morn* 
ing. Sat down to my tmlette. 

From eight to nine. Shifted a patch for half ai^ 
hour before I could determine it Fixed it above my 
left ^ye-brow-. 

From vine to twelve. Drank my tea and dressed. 

From twelve to two. , At chapel. A great deal of 
good company. Mem, The third air in the new 
^openu Lady Blithe dressed frightfully^ 

From three to four. Dined. Miss Kitty called 
upon me to go to the opera before I was risen from 
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No, 3g3, THE SPECTATOK. 13 

footman for being rude to Veny. 

Six ^ dock. Wcatto the opera. I did not see Mr. 
Froth tiUike beginning of the second act. Mr. Froth 
talked to a gentleman in a black wig. Bowed to a 
bdf ia ijbe frositttex* Mr. Frvsth mA U» firit^dclap- 
1^ NkgUmia thetbtff4»dU Mr^ Fro^ cried out 
Aacora. Mr. f^rotb Iodine tttAfchaic I thinkho 
squec^eii n^ ^and. 

Eleven at mg'he^ .^ Went to bed. Malw^lioly 
^reaas. Bfe^uMlglitK^ciiiiiasaidhew^tMr.Fvitth^ 

SuwDAv. In^i^oie^. 

M^NB&T* Might i^elock. Waked by Miss Kitty. 
Aurengzebe lay upon the chair by me. Kitlry repeat- 
ed ^hoiit liD^ ^ jigbt beat litiM m the play. 
Went in our mxhs m the dmvb matH aceov^g to 
appointment. Told me that my lo^er^s name began 
with a G. JtfiTTn. The conjurer was within a letter of 
Mr. Frotli's name, Sec. 

^< Upon looking l>a(% into this my joumaly I find 
that I am at a loss to know whether I pass my time 
well or ill; and, indeed^ nerar thought of considering 
how I did it h^fee^ I>pci9i^QA:)NlW speculation upon 
that subjects I scarce fiqd a single action ip tbf se 
%?i^ days t|iat I can thoroughly approve of, except 
the working v^pm tbo^ nototrl^ wbiicb I w^ Be«>l- 
Ted to finishi^ first day J am ait 4^^i^» As for Mr. 
Froth and Veny , I did not think they took up s^ mv^h 
of my time and thoughts as I find they do upo{L my 

ymmX', •JfMlMtffi^irf ttom (i^i^itklHiA ^M ytu in- 
siti iifiOA i« I ttiid if >M»* Friith doe^ xiot btv^ 
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14 THE SPECTATOR. No, 324. 

to acoBcltttton Ttiy aoddeiily) I will not let my Ufe 
run away in a dream.'* 

^ Your humble cerrantf 

* Toretmneoiieofthenioralsofmy first paper, and 
to coafirmdarindaln ktevgobdinclinations, I woteild 
hMvt her.coander wtet a'firttty figuse she .would 
mfike among posterity^ were the hiMoi^ ofher whole 
Ule pMJiliihed like: these five days of it I shall con- 
cln^ my paper with an^pkapl^ written by an uncer- 
tain author, on Sir Philip Sidney's sister, a lady who 
seems to have been of a temper very much different 
from that of Clarinda. The last thought of it is so rery 
noUe, that I dare siiy my reader will* pardon mA ihe 
quotation. i , . 

On the CoUmtai Dov>ag4r 4^JP€mbrok^ 
tJadenieathtbit nvUeheune 
lies th^ subject of aU Yerse, 
Sidney's sister, Pembroke's mother. . 
Death, ere thou hast kill*d another. 
Fail; and leam'd, as good as she. 
Time shall throw a dart at thee. L 



No. 324, WEDNESDAY^MAJieH 12,171?. . . 

AT S^lMILk'Ayn OTffBBS* 

'fl O curoa in territ anifrut, ei calestium tnanes / ' * 

'Pe*. Sat 2. t. 61. 
' O souls, in whom -no heaT^idyfire is fmuidy 
Fat Hinds, and evies gtev^lHiig on the ground f 

.. Dryoen. 

* Mr Spectator, /'' 

' Jk : HE materials yeu haipe €onected4ogellier-to^ 
watH^ a general lustory of clubs (ff)t>ii|akes«o bri^ipht 
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No. SU. THE SPECTA10R. 15 

It part of your speculations^ tkst I tHnk it is b«t t 
justice we all owe the learned worhl toiuniish 3P0U 
with such assistance as may promote that useful 
work. For this reason, I could not forbear communis 
eating to f ou some imperfect infiMtnadons.of a set of 
m^n (if 3rou %dll ailqw tiMtai a place ia that upecies of 
fyraig) who have lately erected theniftelyes ifito a aoc- 
tumal Iratenttty, under thcf' title ftfthej^ohock C4ub ; 
a name borrowed, it &eems> from » sc^ of .Cannibals in 
India, who subsistby plundering and devouring all the 
nations about them. The prendent is styled Emperor 
of the Mohocks (d)y and his arml are a Turkish ores- 
<;ent, which his Imperial Majesty bears at x^'esent in 
a very extraordiiiary manner engr^ren upon his foi?9- 
head. Agreeable to tfaetr name, the avowed deMgn of 
their institution is mischief, and upon this fouiMlation 
all thdr niies and orders areiramed. An outrageous 
ambition of doing all possible hurt to their fellow* 
t:reatures is the great cement of their assembly, and 
the only quaSfication required in the members. In 
lAder to exert tins principle in its full strength and 
^rfectioB, they take care to drink themselves to 
a pitch that is beyond the possibility of attending to 
ai^ motions of reason or humanity ;. then make, a ge- 
neral sallyi and attack all that are so unfortupate as to 
watti the streets through which they patrole. , Some 
are knocked down, others stabbed, others cut and car-^ 
tenadoed. To put the watch to a total rout, and mor-V 
Idfy some of those inoffensive, jniUtia, is reckgned a 
€91^ d* €dai. The partic»l|Ur lalents by which these 
misanthn^s are dUtingui^ifid from one .another, 
consist in the various kinds of barbanties which they 
osocutiSJipQSi their jprisofters*. Spme are celebrated 
inr a Inppy dextoiityin U|q^ng .the.lion,iip0Ovthf m : 
wUch is performed by squee^g tl;he nose flat to the 



fc6e> wd iKoriig ent the cyca i«Ui timr fingers ^ 
ochertt«see«U^tk» dandag-flBriuiteni a&d tMob tbtit' 
aclirtii 'UdtuUjqiet%bfriPiBiogtwqrd«^r^^ 
l^fft; Aiieirkifttitiant vtetiiev (oifinBlly EreAdil' 

te k ^ a^ tfoiMb ail thcift iM«d«^ atid cwBHot ceit^ 
iMltGewde*, •rfwiiMr t)«rbint]et>,otitiie liiibs wkiclk 
tkejr txpoie | Iml^llMae liavtoRit toniMtiiMi, Wcame 
tb«^ cMttot.tat b« Tersr alMiekinlr ^ tlMi ranfer 
as iMI as the ^fcta/or. In tbis umaHar thejr cibrr|r 
(Mt a WKt against manikiiid ; and by tte fttMkfing niax** 
ims of l^eir poUqr^^re to enter iht^^no aUbdices but 
ob^ ani tlifttisolimive and defeniiviB with ail baw* 
^f 4Kmi6S In gtoeraly of which thfey have declar 
aed themaeltiNi motectormaid guaranieea. 

<* 1 mittttoim) 8ur, these are only brbkea ino^e^ 
jp^iumttiioirftof thisiraBderfttl aotiety, but tbe]r sU^ 
the beat I hate been fist able to prooni^e; for bding 
bat of lite estabUahedf it is not ripe for a j^ist Imr 
lory ; and, to be sericms, the chief di^igi} o£ tUa Iroiar 
ble is to hkidei> it from ever being oo. Yoa bave^hben 
pleasedioiitofaco^em for the good of yovir obuA* 
ttytatt^ to aet> under the character of Sfiectatiirj not 
only Ui*yart<tf aloelberfon^butanovarsccrof their 
actiolBA} AndwheaeveraiBChenoniikibsastllisfaifost 
the town, wa tatnnadiaaefy Of to ydu for red^eaa* i 
^ hare reaaoii to beliete, that sottUi thoiq^hy ess ytmng^ 
^filers, trnt «€ a folsa notloti of brat4ry> aild an inamn^ 
deratt fondniss 16 bo diadngul^d for felfowm of 4^ 
ar^ insensibly l»li*tMl ia»a '^s seaafelesa,.icaMidom 
project: Snchwffiytobttbly stand eorreaiint by ymir 
tepi^c^^apiH^^ly tf ya^idfortttbeinrtlaititis^int 
cdttH^ge fb^ half i^scoMof foHows^JoaMiwidrwtBo 
ttM liiai> to sot Upon two «r tlmse #obffor tlBm 
them^elTeiS} atidattt^ieifiMiflvrsof ludlati sa^i^stges 
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ii>k£Bte^liifttMMKi ' Suchof.thfnnmibfurebeeBtai- 
Sesaoid sc^wrtik of:«teii9 eundiagi teidrwtfpmm 

«d to tteti^emy iM^^ftMtM^Mia yoifiMMlUkmatlmm* 

wttilMdr A«r <htt ^MMi^n^BiM'tiriUioia nieitafite- 

H Y«ttr tnbstimmMe vamiH^ 

Th^ fblM«itig^4€tffc^ t* or^nlKftarflilfleitit MMMBt; 
Kit I add it here, that the readel: ioiiSf^^wmknip ante 
same view, how aiuiab)^.- ignfiE^nce may be when it 
18 shown in its sim^icities, and how detestable in bar- 
baritici. ' * Itis^written 'bf~tnli6«feyfc**iunti«fMan ^Iq 
his mii^ressy an4 ixame,^ta.the,.h^]^sof a lady of 
good sense^ wrapped ai>out a thread paper, who has 
long kept itlj^lnBr as an bfiagi^ '6'fla1tleBaldyer 

To her I^fmn mm^.fHt^hM^fi^ A^tf\pref Cl^k. 
^ Lovely, and ohl:iti|a(tl^MailAiiiJi»4ll!riK^ Mrs. 
S k a rgdi fci QUA^ I ^y you let affecticm excuse pre- 
sumption, ytamngrh&tib wkiiMifff atfrqo enjoy the 
Mght ^f^ymitis¥^t 4:ou ft t^»ati O € ao* «teft^ Mdy, 
sometime^ when t had occanaonr to btiytreaele^r li- 
quorish powder at the apotUecai^^s shop^^l am. so 
enamored with yoii, that I^can no more keep\ (Uose 
my flaming diffir^^ol^^^nae yeur acrwiffji^ j\nd I 
aliriM4i4ore bold now to write to your sweet self^ be- 
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\n TBE!aeEC3wroR:i k^ ^m. 

cMic to mf IMngv widdi itf trntpitd li«Mi»!^aidft 
hMS^; aodtfacieiA aaver ayard q£ taidia tar teld 
-totisiM(^«ndl vmrlii le&powMto afaio^MftifaMf k 

iwqoikaa i und^thrwigh gay bDvtff baJlutfatedf ytwtf 

halfof Uilaicd. tf yoathink tip^iiftM»ii»tia%I 
will wait upon jou as soopifia myxtiw clotlies is made, 
and tttqrkterraMriaitf. I cwb^ though I say itf have 
g oo du^ li ./ * r^liaiTest is tcnti off; and posterity 
m«st be contented to know that Mrs. Margaret Clark 
^tmrfifffit^simtmi^i^i^ i^^ » to Jdie 

No,i4«^ * THVUSDAY, MARCH 1S| I7i2> . 



'''•^f^djruatratimulacrajugaeiacapfeu/ 
Quod petUi ettnusquaTJZ .- quod amtu averiere perdes* 
Ista repercusta quarn, cemu iinaginit umbra est* 
\m/ haBetffta tui / tecum vchitque/mkiMmfiH^ - ' * ^ 

-•''-''It*'-/ .- . •'. .; ^ --: Ojiriipvi|et,L*,v.43> 
'ii '. ':^ 'tn«m the Able oC'K^eittV^^l ..jci .. .r. 
;Wh»teflrt4#ffld yqeMvt^i»>€W^»^ J ^**'<'' > ^?^ V 
^^k^p4le4jatb€ethi8ux^tiedloYe? , , , , , 
Thjr Qw^ wann blush within the water elows ? ' . J 
with thee the colored shadow comes ana gt)^a ? ^* ^ • '' p 
Its empty being on thyself i^cS; ■ *• -'^ • • '• ' ••'i'> 
«tep thott aside, and th<*iM'ebannef ••«* 7- nLLu.it vm 

count of a young %llow*s first discovering his pas- 
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wliariHid> loDg heteo, ctfaccSlMkmkcmmt^ 
a|dDlaa«fifaimy «id wm MiHmbopa ttai'to'VvvU 
Binnetfaiie^r «Mlierm«keJiii^«dfaac«t. .^heiwte 
one day talkingi wkh^hcrii^ cooqMHif of. teri1r«rai^ 
^teff%the MUTMti oft ^ hmppenaig tp HaAi-qptov Kve, 
«ack«f di»3roiiti9Jftdteiin% hf-wt^iQtiaaJkstf^tttp^ 
coaoKkf wJiiiy ■ ^wfe4g him ;i>iieii»to iii« ■<' i wimIII »#!> 
prJotrffaerwiiolawguiihMil fiygtdg>ig.«>cit» ^letoM 
jfiica»4rillMi'n«rer tiiak brdisuiqr scnomiwi) thathto 
kc««:liad bMA loag engage iir one wUseiHoiieiie 
thoughi'MM9elf eblig«dift UonortcK ^oKbeal; .biM 
that he could show her picture m the lid of hU snuffs 
hox. tli^ yd«ii% Udyi^ ^n hmii htttttf ttofdbtt 
senaftily IMtlied'^f^hM tfeh£M^M^^0#k C&li ti4t ^^ 
portunlly - fhst Offered dfisiiatehhbg ^iy^ira OM^liift 
hand. He seemed degtreus of feeotiiteif H^'but fiud^ 
ing hec resolved to look into the lid, begged her, that 
if she should happen to know the persop^ih^ would 
aot t^real herham^. tJ^dK'ettrr3ritig it^Htc^iM^fWf 
sli» wa^veiy agreeiaibly'sttipiised^findtheMwvi D^ 
tiMhg' witlitetli#tkl%ut tf Ifltte looldng-^lttB%lnirt|ici% 
dter- shc^ IwA Viewed h^r^ own fiuie wA-monB ^plea^ 
turecdiMi flli^had 6v^ donebefon^^Ue rdtbmedtii« 
tm wmrw sndh^ iielfiiig: Wuif slit-^MWd /ott butiMk 

\ l»^ fttncyi^ 'Qiat m»4tf^ took^ imnltdirtif^Mt 
xBto a disaer^itiOA^iiv A^uacfidneta^of fcioUog-gtaA«» 
sM ) abdy-afipl^iiig hknealfflbifDe) Mkeib ifi tfaoyo 
w»r^«i^ l«^dng«gtinBftS iii H^e amca af ; tteCJMekt 
aH*4t(Min(ni-; fortlnitlitf huiofiem tAMevmdf kx'Ac 
traielaitioM^of fo^ma out; oC ttoseiltogoiig^ that 
]ft4t^ ^Met^'-taUoec^oC tdeifai^theiikidTa^.lii 
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QD tHESFBCTAXCa. KdL 2^1. 

I. MTMenbes Mr. DiydoM. Mk laB.(Md» MU wi af 
ItMringiigisllvw ttHeaBoljephfeiiie, tiMtiMile tat 
cf/idK «fti fiMT liiarll9oki*g-glaM» rind ooiM. iMnwr 
4Mf»«)iiii0felT^aad^flitae»ilMtliimca|mi.: . 

tkal itlMSiMD v«^ (jtt^. ia^jeni: m^ 
Ad^i»CB|r jb«riiaiottar>i bat toii«iB><ay 4o»fciiig gl liiii 
ulaR^bankiFaDAllia^iifiibtd kktij tmAa^M/fm^Oim 
t&b Souths fiit% immUtBlft^ it ib iHidfc ttet'tbe.MIbi 

tWlb,.'^:i''i.L'. •;. r, .-.: • \ •: ■>.. \.!:'l. r " *, '* 

tte fiowlh iiti(fli.6£ MUtf^Ar wiid^ 
9iEii|tortit|ikkft%.pte9li^ 9!Mi tfiftMAlMiMirih^iflMl 

couched under that place in the same j|o0k>^hlNrci)MI 
|MtMtil»lmo«r,3ltet^ii^fQft!iRQtlu»|i 

camtr 8D elwalMrcclAf dbet^MTOk.fapfi^ibii^jlV^^ i#- 
vierett<»rl9dlo newwi^iheiitiieriivoilM^flMliff 
hikl.fth0,Mt i«tem :KdlQff toiai «dmu1 ^iijmtAMi 
fitlD Bet iiofwiiJhe:iribDl&> ptasai^er foi^ 
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2*k 33if- THE SFECTATOit SI 

qootatkni will not 4 litti^ eoMr&utd to iMb fiMhg 
up of your paper* 

^Touf humble serrant, 

«R. T» 

The last consideration urged by my querist^ i& 
so strong, tint I cannot Ibrbeiur clonng witk ic Tlie 
passage he alludes to U pan ^ E^e*« «poe«li to 
Adsm, and one of the most beautiM paHMiges b the 
whole poem. 

That day I oh remember, when from sleep 
I first awak*d, and found myself repos'd 
Under a shade, on flow'rs, much wond*ring where. 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 
Not distant far from thence k murhi^ing sound 
Of waters issu'd from a cave, and spread 
hito a liquid plain, then stood unmor'd. 
Pure as th' expanse of heav'^: I thither went 
With unespeVlenc^d thought, and liud me down 
On the greea bank, to laok into the clear ^ 
Smooth lake, that to me seem*d another sky. 
As I bent down to look, just opposite, 
A shape inthin the wat'ry gleam appear'4» 
Bending to kx^ on me ; I started back. 
It started back ; but pleas*d I soon retum'd, 
Pleas*d it retum'd as soon with answering looks 
Of sympathy and love. There I had fix'd 
Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with rain desire. 
Had not a voice thus wamM ifie, What thoa seebt. 
What therb th6n beest, faircreature, is thysdf, 
yvith tbee it came and goes ; but ibUd^tne^ 
And I will bring thee where no shadow stays 
Thy coming, - und thy soft embrai^ ; \a 
Whose image thou art, him tbpu «halt ei^oy 
Inseparably thine, to him shall bear 
Iftultltudes like thyself, jmd dience %e c^d 
Hosier •fhuiHtt race. WhatcoWai4e;^ j 
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But follow strait, ihviwbly thus led ? 

Till I espy*d thee, fair indeed and tall. 

Under a plantain; yet methought less fair, 

Less winning soft, less amiably mild. 

Than that smooth wat'ry image ; back I tum*d ; 

Thou following, cry*dst aloud. Return, fair Eve ; 

Whom fly^st thou ? Whom thou fly'st, of him thou art 

His flesh,' his bone ; to ^ve thee bemg, I lent 

Out of my side to thee, neartst my heart, 

Substantial life, to have thee by my side , 

Henceforth an individual solace dear : 

Part of my soul I seek thee, and thee claim. 

My other half! ^With that thy gentle hand 

Seiz'd mine, I yielded ; and from that time s^ 

How beauty is excell'd by manly grace 

And wisdom, which alone is truly fair. 

So spake our general mother— * . X 

No. 326. FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 1712. 

BT STEELE. Froixi the Lcttcl^-Box, 

Inciuiam Danaen turtU aheneOf 
RobustitqueforeSf et vigitum canunt 
TYistes excubi(e, munierant satis 

JSTocturnis ab adulteris ; 
Sinon"'^^ HOR. Od. 16. 1. S. r. i.. 

A tower of hrass, one would have saidy 

And locks,, and bolts,, and iron bars. 

Might have preserved one innocent maidenhead; 

But Venus laugh'd, &c. CowtitY. 

*<Mr. SpxcTAroa^ 

X OUR correspondent's letter relating to fortunc- 
huiiters, and your subsequent discourse upon it (Ho. 
311,) have giyen me encouragement to send you 
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a state^f ray case ; bf which' y&a will tee, thatth^ 
ma^er complamed^ it a eononon grieTance both to 
Gity and cimiitry. 

«< I asn a country ffesOettiaix o£ botipeeii fi]r« and wi 
thottsaad a year. It is lay mbfortune to haine a very 
ine park and an «nly daughter ; upou which accooat 
I have been so plagued with deef-sts^era and f<^> 
that for these four years past I have scarce enjoyed a 
noment's rest. I look upon myself .to be in a state 
of war; and am forced to keep aBeonstsnt watch 
in my seat, as a governor wrnrid do that commanded 
a town OB the frontiers of an enemy's country. -. I 
luive Indeed pretty weU secured my park, having, i^ 
tkas purposcf provided myself of four keepei^ who 
are-left*haQded, and handle a ^iiarter^sta£P beypnd 
any otheir fellowa in the eofim|^ And for tibe gUand 
of my house, besides a band.of:.pc8iamer-m«tnHUi 
said an old maiden rektiou, whom I kejep.on ^on^ant 

doty, IhaveJblunderbuasesalKays:cbai:9f4*^^f<^^ 
gins planted in private places about my .gard^, jq( 
which I have given frequent notice in jthe neighbor- 
)K)od; yet so it is, that in spite of all my care, I 
shall ev^ry aow.and then ha;ve a saucy rascal, ride by 
reconnpiidHmg: (as I think you call ic) under my wjsi^ 
dow^ as sprucely dressed as if he were going to 
aball. I am awarex>f this way of at^cking a ttistress 
oahpraehack, having heard that it is a common pmc- 
ticf^ In Spun ; .and hanre,: therefore, taken capo to re^' 
aiove my daitgbter from the coad^ideof the.house^ 
and.to lodge.her;|iext the garden^ But, to cut short 
my story,. what can a man.do after all .2 I dui»t not 
sUnd^foc mcaoibor of pariiament last ^eiaption, for 
bar v^; acmie ilLiConsequence firom my hemg 0S 
my post What I wouH therefore, desire of you W 
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vUfihlhamwfwtetosQoifiQf Mf £rM«^; aivltitot 
is, that care may be tmken to secure Q»f teielMrft hf 
imy m wdH mmxtdtt^^ «AdL dbft aonw kaocMt |r*n- 
tlcflHfli irf a i^vUk spint «e«Id more for Iftam^ ^ 

^pmtu Iaa^BirrYoilr'tf»iBc'' 

' #Blr*'SBBCTAVom^ - . • .. 
' ^San^m^ youilg aMa walka bf mm ^^mm ^fViQF 
^ay.n^oul tkQ duak dT Abe ev^niiig. Ha lootL^.^^ 
wf Mwdov» M^ to tee mei w&i if I M4iat tmwd» Jlt 
•to peiap i|t bii% be turaa anOftber w^% a^4 iooka 
lr%btcnadatfiiidw(vbatliel¥teloOki^ Tb^ 

«ir ia vei^ oold ) and pvsgr lethini luioir, ttaatif lie 
Jutocka at tba 4o^ be mU be carried to H^ paiv 
lor ire | and I wUl come (k>wa soon wbjBTy aad f^ire 
bam an opportunity to break bis mind. I ain, Sir, 
Vour^a^c*- 

« Makv CoMvrri 

. ^if I obsorre be centtet i^akt i nAU^gita .bim 
time 1^ recover Mmsel^ i«id ask him haw he does/* 

"* • ^' ' ' ' " ' 

^ I beg^ you to pnbl this withoiU delay, and byltfae 
first opportunity give uatbe natural causes of longing 
in women ; or put i|(ie out of foar diat D^ wife viH .one 
time or oilier be delivered of sometbing^is jnonsirDas 
as ai^ Uiing that baa yet appeared to tboiworld/ for 
tbey say the child is to bear a resembUnca of .wbatia 
deeiired by the mother. I havo been^'marricd dpieuds 
ol six; years, haye had fbur c^klj^eh, i^d my ynk 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



2B now tug inth the fifth. The expeases the lias put 
me to in prectirikig what 9he has kmged for du« 
liag "her pregfiaACf with theiHj would not only have 
Jiatt ds omc ly deftiyed ^le eharges of the moath, but of 
ihehr edncatkm too^ her hxicj being so ejcoH>itant for 
4he first year -or two, as not to coniine itself to the 
usual objects of eatables ami drinkables, but runnings 
4mt after eouipage and &miture, and the like extrava^ 
Ranees. To trouble you only wiA a few of thetii; 
when she was with child of Tom, my eldest son^ she 
cfame home one day Just fainting, and told me she had^ 
been visidnga relation, whose huisband had made her' 
apresent of a chariot and a stately psdr of horses ; and 
that' she was positive she could nothreathe a week 
longer, unless she took the air in the fellow to it of her' 
owh vdthin that tinie : this, rather than lose an heir, I 
readily eonq)lied with. Then the furniture of her 
best ro6m must be instantly changed, or she should 
mark the x^hild with some of the frightful figures 
in the* old-fashioned tapestry. Well, the upholsterer 
was called, and her longing saved that bout. When 
she went witli Molly, she had fixed her mind upon a 
new set of plate, and as much china as would have 
fumbhed an India shop: these also I cheerfully grant- 
ed,for fear of being father to an Indian Pagod. Hither- 
to I found her demands rose upon every concession; 
and had she gone on, I had been ruined : but, by good 
fortune, with her third, which was Peggy, the height 
of her imagination came down to the comer of a veni- 
son pasty, and brought her once even upon her knees 
to gnaw off the ears of a pig from the spit. The gra- 
tifications of her palate were easily preferred to those 
of her vanity ; and sometimes a pai*tridge or a quail, a 
wheat ear, or the pestle of a lark, were cheerfully 
Vol. VL 3 ^ Digitized by Google 
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purchased ; nayy I could be contented though I were 
to feed her with green pease in April, or cherries in 
May* But with the babe ^le now goes, she is turned 
girl again, and &llen to eating of chalk, pretending it 
will make the child's skin white ; and nothing will, 
serve her but I must bear her company^ to prey(»it Uf , 
having a shade of my brown : in this, however, J hay/e, 
ventured to deny her. No longer ago than yesterday^ 
as we were coming to town, she saw aparc^ of crows 
so heardly i^ bres^ast upon a piece of horse-flesh, ' 
that she had an invincible desire to partake with them ; 
and (to my infinite surpiise) begged the coachnuoi to 
cut her off a slice as if ijt were for himself; which the 
fellow did ; and as soon as she came home, she fell to 
it with such an appetite, that she seemed rather to 
devour than eat it. What her next sally will be, I can* 
not guess ; but in the mean time, my request to you 
is^ that if there be any way to come 9X, these wild un- 
accountable roviogs of imagination by reason and ar- 
gument, you would speedily a^ord us your assistance. , 
This epLceeds the grievance of pin-money ; and I think 
in every settlement there ought to be a clause insert- 
ed, that the &thcr should be answerable for the long- 
ings of his daughter. But I shall impatiently expect 
your thoughts in this matter ; and am, Sir, 
^< Your most obliged, and 

^ Most faithfjLil humble servant, 
« T. B. 

" Let me know whether you think the next child 
will love horses as much as Molly does china-ware.'* 

r. 
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No. 327, SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 1712. 

Ay addisok. 

*^MaJor rerum mihi nascitur ordo. ViBO. Mn, 7* r. 44. 
A largec, scene of action is display*d. 

Dhydew.. 

W £ were fold in the foregoing book hcfw the eyH 
spirit practised upon Eve as she lay asleep, in order 
to ins]^re her with thoughts of vani^, pride, and am* 
hition. The author, who shows a wonderfol art 
throughout his whole poem, in preparing the reader 
kft the several occurrences that arise in ityfoundii 
japon the above-mentioned circumstance, the first 
part of the fifth book. Adam upon his awalung .finds 
Eve still asleep, with an unusual discomposure in her 
looks. The posture in which He regards her is-de* 
9cn^ with a tenderness not to be expressed, aa thm 
whisper with which he awakens her is the softQi^ t^l 
^ver was conveyed to a lover's ear. 

His wonder was, to find unwaken'd Eve 
With tresses discompos'd, and glowing cheek, ' 

As through unquiet rest : he on his side 
I^iaung half-nds'd, with looks of cordial love^ 
Hung over her enamor'd, and beheld 
. Beauty, which, whether waking or aalec^. 
Shot forth peculiar graces : then, with voice 
IMGld, asr when Zephyrus on Flora breathes. 
Her hand soft touching, whisperM thus^Awake' 
My fairest, niy espous'd, my latest fi>und. 
Heaven's last best gift, my ever-new delight ! 
Awake : the morning shines, and the fresh field 
Calls us : w* lose the prime, to marklRow spring 
Oiff tender plants, how blows the citron grove. 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed» 
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How nature ptunts her colors; how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extracdng Mqijud sweet. 

Siich whisp'iing wak*d her, but with startl'd ey^ 
On Adam, whom embnucmg, thus, she Biptike : 

O sole, in whom my thoughts find aU repose. 
My glory, my perfection f glad t see 
Thy face, and mom returned— 

I cannot but take notice> that MUton^ in the con^ 
ferences betwe^i Adam and Eve^ had his eye very 
frequently upon the book of Canticles, in whic^ there 
is a noble ^lirit of Eastern poetry, and very often not 
unlike what we meet with in Homer, who is general- 
ly j^eed neMr Uie i^ of Solomon. Ithinktbeveis 
no qnestlon bat the-poet in tiie pvecedltt|^ epeeeh re- 
membered those two passaf^et which are spoken o» 
the likie occasion, and ftiled with the same pleadng^ 
images ef nature. 

- ^ My Mov^d spake, and said imto me, Rlso up^ 
ftkj tore, my lair one, md come away ; for lo the winter 
is past, ^tke rain b oyer and gone, the flowers appear 
on the earth, the time of the singmg of Urde is come, 
and the voi,ce of the turtle is heard in our land. The 
fig-tree putleth forth her green figs, and the yines 
with the tender grape giye a good smelL Arise my 
love, my {sit one, and come away. 

<< Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field ; 
let us get early to the vine3rards, let us see if the vine 
flourish, whether the tender grape appear, and the 
pomegranates bud forth." 

His preferring Uie garden of Eden to that 

—*-Where the Sapient king 
Held daQiance ¥dth his fair Egyptian spouse, 

shows that the poet bad thU deUgl^fiUeeenein his 
mind. 
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Eve's dream is fall of those high conceiu tngen' 
dering firidcy which, we arc told, the devil endea- 
vored to instil into her. Of this kind is that part of 
it where she fancies herself awakened by Adam,' in 
the following beautiful lines ; 

Why sleep'st thou, "Bsrt ! Kxiw^is tiie pleasant timer 
The CQoly the sjHeiit ; save where gilent yields ^ 

.To themght-warbling bird, that now awake 
. Times sweetest his love-labor'd song : now reigns 
FiiU-orb'd the moon, and with more pleasing light 
Shadowy sets off the face of things ; in' vain. 
If none regard. Heav'n wakes with all his eyes,. 
Whom to behold but thee, nature's desire ? 
In whose sight all thiags joy, with ravishmfflt, 
Attracted by thy beau^,. still to gaze. 

An injudicious poet •would have made Adam-talk 
through the whole work in such sentiments as these : 
but flattery and fadsehood are not the^ courtship of 
Milton's Adam, and could not be heard by Eve in her 
^te of innocence, excepting only in a dream prodtt- 
ced on purpose to taint her imagination. Other vjdn 
sentiments of the same kind, in tlus relation of her 
dream, will be obvious to every reader. Though the 
catastrophe of the poem is finely presaged on this o<^ 
casion, the particulars of it are so artfully shadowed, 
that they do not antioipate the story which f^^lows in 
the nmth book. I shall only add, that though thfe 
"rision itself is founded upon truth, the circumstances 
oif itar6 fall of that wildnese and inconsistency which 
^'e natural to a dream. Adam, conformable to hiA 
superior character for wisdom, instructs and comfortit. 
Eve upoR^is- occasi^.. 

So dieer!d.h^ ]«« f(Mr^H)}ise, and ^ wiM» cbee^ % 

But sUently a gentle tear let fall y .^4 
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fVom eittor ^e^ tnd wip'd them with her haar ; 
Two other precioua drops* th«t ready stood 
Each in their o^stal djidce» he ere they feU 
Kiss'dy aa the s^racious siff^ of sweet remorse 
And pious awe^ that fear'dto have offfended. 

The moming-h]rmn is written in imita^n of one 
of those psalmsy where, in the overfiowing of grati- 
tude and praise, the Psalmist calls not only upon the 
angels, but upon the most oonspicuous parts of the 
inanimate creation, to join with him in extolling their 
common maker. Invocations of this nature fill the 
mind with glorious ideas of Grod's worlu^ and awaken 
that divine enthusiasm which is so natural to devotion. 
But if this calling upon the dead parts of nature is at 
«U Umes a proper kind of worship, it was in a parti- 
cular manner suitable to our first parents^ who had 
the crei^on fresh upon their minds, and had not seen 
the various dispensationa of Providence, nor conse- 
quently could be acquainted with those many topics 
of praise which might afford matter to the devotions 
of their .posterity. I need not renuu*k the beautiful 
spirit of poetry which runs tiu*ough this whole hymn^ 
nor the holiness of tbat resolution with which it con- 
cludes. V 

Having ali*eadf mentioned those speeches which 
are assigned to the persons in this poem, I proceed 
to the description which the poet gives of Raphael. 
His dq)arture from belbre the throne, and his flight 
through the choirs of angels, is finely imagined. As 
Mikon every^where fills his poem with circumstances 
that are marvellous and astonishkig, be describes the 
gate of heaven as framed after such a manner that it 
opened ofitse!lfup<m the approadi of tteangtil Wbo 
was to pass through it. 
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Of heav»n amv'd, the g%te felfW^jen'd wide, 
*Osx golden hinges turning, as by vork 
Z)ivine, the sov'peign Architect had fram'd. 

Tlie poet lierc seems to have regarded C^ro or 
three passage* in tiie l$th liiad, as «hat an particnlari 
where, speaking of Vulcan^ Homer sap^ that he had 
made tweo^ trifiods runmng on goldeEn wheels; 
wkidi, upon occasion) might go of themselves to the 
assemblf of the f^ods, and when there was no more 
ttse for theiB) retam again after the same manner. 
8caIHger has rdlied Homer Tery soTorely upon Ms 
p(»nt, as M.Dacierhas endeavored to ddfend it. I will 
not pretend to determine^ whether in this particular 
of Homer, the marvellous does not lose sight of the 
probable. As the miraculons workmanship of Mil- 
ton's gates is not so extraordinary as this of the tri^ 
fiodsy so I am persuaded he would not have mentioned 
it had he not been supported in it by a passage in the 
scripture, which speaks of wheels in heaven that had 
life in them, and moved of themselves, or stood stiH 
in conformity with the cheruhims, whom they ac^ 
companied. , 

There is no question but Milton had this circum- 
stance in his thoughts ; because in the following book 
he describes the chariot of the Messiah with living 
wheels, according to the plan of Ezekiel's vision* 

—Forth rush*d vnth wfairlii^d sound 
The chariot of paternal Deity, 
Flashing thick flames^ wheel within wheel undrawn. 
Itself insUnct with spirit. 

I question not but Bossu, and the two Daciers, who 
a»efor vindicating every thing that is censured* in 
•Homeirby something parallel tnholf writ, wouldhave 
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been veiy well pleased had they thought of ccmfront* 
ing Vulcan's ^rt/iodt with Ezekiel's wheels. 

Raphael's descent to the earth, with the figure of 
his person, is represented in very lively coIcmts. Se- 
veral of the French, Italian, and English poets, have 
given a loose to their Imaginations in the descriptiQii 
of angels ; but I do not rem^nber to have met with 
my ^ finciy drawn^and so conformable to the nodonf 
which are given of them in scripture, as this in MiW 
ton. After having set him forth in all his heavenlfr 
plumage, -and represented him as alighting upon 
the earth, the poet ccmcludes his description with a 
circumstance which is altogether new, and imaginet^ 
with the greatest strength of &ncy.. 

l ilge Maria's son be stood»« 
And shook his plumes, that heav'nly fragrance fiU'd 
The circuit wide, (a) 

Raphael's reception by the guardian angels ; his 
passing through the wilderness of sweets ; hi^ distant 
appearance to Adam,— -have all the graces that poe- 
try is capable of bestowing. The author afterwards 
gives us a particular description of Eye in heh 
domestic employments. 

So saying, with despatchfui looks in Haste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent. 
What choice to choose for delicacy best, 
What order so contriv'd, as not to mix 
Tastes not well join'd, inelegant, but bring 
Taste after taste, upheld with kindliest change ; 
Bestirs her then, &c..—^ 

Though in this, and other parts of the same bodk^ 
the subject^s only th^ltousein^ery of our finst p^r^tr 
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kis setoff With aaiiMmfpiea8iB|^tniage»nri strong 
^xpre^sioBft, aamake it none of tke least a^Keabk 
paits in tbis divme wdricr 

Thfe nat^^ majesty ef AdsHt, and at the suone tiine 
Us flubsttssiTe behftvioi? to the superior being who 
had TViucfasaledto be his^gnest ; the solemn hail which 
the angel bestows upon the meitheF of mankind, with 
Ihe figore €£ Eve n^istering at the tablS) are ctrcutn*- 
staftces which deserve to be admired. 

Rafael's behavior is eyery way snitablato the dig- 
raty of" h» nature^ and tathat character of a sociable 
^;iirit» with which dieatcthor ha&so judiciously intro- 
duced iibn. fie had received instructions to converse 
with Adam as one Mend converses with another^ and- 
to warn him of the enemy who was contriving hi» 
destruction ; accordingly he is represented as sitting 
down at ta^le with Adam, jmd eating of the ^its of 
Paradise. The occasion naturally leads him to hi* 
discourse on the food of angels. After having th^s 
entered into conversation with xnan ux>on more indif- 
ferent subjects, he warns him of his obedience, and 
jnakes a natural transition to the history of that fallen 
angel who was en^yed in the circumventioii of our 
first parenta- 

Had I followed Monsieur Bossu*s method in my 
first paper on Milton, I should have dated the action 
of Paradise Lost from the beginning of Raphael's 
speech in this book, as he supposes the action of the 
j^nmd to begin in the second book of that poem. I 
could alledge BMOiy reasons for my: draimg the actimi 
of die JBneid rather from its.immediate beginning in 
lhefirstbook» thus from its remote bef^nnii^ in the 
fiecond^ and shew why I liave considered tibe sacking 
ef Troy as an ^t^dcy according to the common ac«> 
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ceptatioti of that word. But as tl^ woqM bt a ^iiy 
unentertaining piece of criticism, and perhaps tume- 
cessary to those who have read my first paper, I shall 
ftot eiriar^ upon it Whichever of the notions be true, 
the unity of Milton's a€ti«n is preserved accot«ding to 
either of them ; whether we con^der the fall of man 
HI ks immediate beginning, as proceeding from the 
resolutiMis taken in the infernal council, av in its 
more remote beginning, as proceeding from the first 
•revolt of the angels in heaven. The occasion which 
Milton assigns for this revolt, as it is founded on hints 
in holy writ, and on the o^nion of some great wri- 
ters, so it was the most proper that the poet emild 
have made use of. 

; The re volt in heaven is described with great force 
ef imagination and a fine variety of circumstances. 
The learned reader cannot but be pleased with the 
poet's imitation of Hraier in the last of tiie foUowing 
Knes. 

At lengtli into the limits of the north 
They eame, and Satan took his royal seat 
' IBgh on a hill, far blazing*, as a mount 
Bais^d on a mount, with pyramids and tow'rs 
Vrom diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold^ 
The palace of great Lucifer, (so call 
That structure in the dialect of men 
Interpreted)— 

Homer mentions persons and things, which he tells 
us in the language of the gods are called by different 
names from those they go by in the language of men. 
Milton has imitated him with his usual judgment in 
this particular place, wherein he has likewise the au* 
thority of scripture to justify him. The part of Abdiel^ 
who was the only spirit that in this infinite host of an- 
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gels preserved iuB allegii^ce to Mft Maker, exbibiu 
to uft a noble moral of religioui^ singylarity. The zeal 
of the seraphim breaks forth in a becoming warmth 
of sentiments and expressions, as the characte|: which 
is given us of him denotes that generous scorn and 
intrepidity which attends heroic virtue. . The author 
dwbtless designed it as a pattern to those, who live 
am(»)g mankind in their present stat^ of dejgeneiacy 
and corruption' 

So spake the scmj^ AhSiei, faithfva fbund 
.^nong the iStutMesSy faithftil only he ; 
• AmiMig kmumerabk Mte^ unmor'df 
I7D8hfJ&eii» uaseduc'd, unterrify'di 
Bis loyalty he kept, his love, his ^eal:; 
Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind. 
Though single. From amidst them forth he pass'd, 
long way trough hostile scorn, which he 8ustain!d 
Superior, nor of violenoe fear'd ought ; 
And with retorted scorn, his back he tuam'd 
.On tho3.e proud tow'rs^ to ^wifl destruction doom'd. 1> 



No. 328. MONDAY, MARCH IT, 1712. 

»Y ADDISON, (a) 

Mtilum me. a labore recUnat otium, Hor. Epod. 17. V. 24. 
No ease doth lay me down from pain. Creecq. 

<^ Mr. SpBCTATOtt., 

./jlS I believe this is the first complaint that ever 
was made to you of this nature, sq you are the first 
person I ever could prevail upon myself to lay it he< 
forei When X teH you I have a healtiiy vigorous con- 
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stitudon, a ^ntifol estatey no inofdbMte deolFeSy and 
am married to a TirttioQS lovely womaB) iHtoii^klMr 
wants wk nor good naturey and bjr wbont I bave a 
numerous offspring to perpetuate my fimfly , fo^ 
will naturally conclude me a happy man. But not- 
withstanding these jprotnising appearances, I am so 
fiur from it, that ^prospect of behig mined and mi- 
done, by a sort of eictravagance which of facte years is 
in a greater or lesser degree crept into ev e r j r fa sl a oa* 
able£uiuly, d^pii^«» mo^ idl ithe.comforu of mf 
life, and renders me^Uie most aiv¥iwia mwtrsbk muk 
on earth. My wife, who was tfiaenfyeluld and dar- 
ling care of an indulgent motfaoTyengiloyed her esaiy 
years in leanpig all those accompilshments we ge- 
nerally, understand by good-breeding and a polite 
education. She sings,, d^ces, plays on the lute 
and harpsicord, paints pretUly^ is a perfeQt . mistresa 
of the French jtonguo, and has asadea oonsidTsMe 
progress in Italum. She is besides exoeilentifskliibd 
in all domesdc sciences, as preserving, jucklingy 
pastry, making wines of fruits of our own growth, em- 
broidering, and needle-works of every kind. Hither- 
to you will be^^t to think there is very little eauao^ 
of complaint^ but suspend your ojunion till i have 
further explained mysetf, and then I make no ques- 
tion but you will come over to nunc. You are not 
to imagine I find fault that she either possesses Or 
takes delight in the exercise of those qualificatbns 
I just now mentioned; 'tis the immoderale fondness 
she has to them that I lament, and that whatisonfy 
designed for the innocent amusement and recreation 
of life, is become the whole business and study of 
hers. The six months we are in town (for the ycar^ 
is equally divided between that and the countiy) from 
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timmltbretk of dajr till noobi the wiu>l6 nmrtiing H 
Uid o^m pff«cl&8Uig witb her teTend nMoters ; sbmI 
t^maiui vp tbe losses occaoioiiod: bf ber absielkee in 
saaMMf^'OTeii^ dttyrintkeweek their attendance is 
requked^ and wftl^f all «» people eminent in thdr 
p ta rfss aiotts, their akill and titte mnit be recom^ 
peaaeA s KJ toi t fia g^g so how fiirthese articles extendi 
ileaf«:yon to judge; limniag, one would thaidLy is 
l»«aqMEB8cv«di:<persieb; hut as slie manages ti»^inali* 
jBfi itiaa wBty laisidMrafele a ddit ion to her disbugae* 
t^ma^ti^^ whielf jroo; wUI eudly beliefe^ when ywi 
kamwwtm paintsibsis fer allher finsalie^ acqoaiirtanBei 
Old drttws' atthtr Tt^t^dma^ pictures^ in ndniatnre $ 
the &:st|B«istbe inonnti^ bf nobody tat Coimery and 
die tDtiiev'set bf nobody but Charles Mather* (d) 
yfhMBt Allows is still nuch worse than the ibnner; 
&r9:ats;I told yout ^miaagreat artist at her needle^ 'tis 
indrcr^blei^atsttmssheexpottdsin embroidery : for 
baddds what is a^ivepciiited to her personal use, as 
mantnasy petticoats^ stomachers^ handkerchiefs, pnr<- 
9«a, pinrmhiettS) joid working^prons, she keeps four 
Fnench Protestant^ con^ually employed m making 
dinrers pieces of superfltums fumiturei as qnihs, toi^ 
lets, Ixbgiiigslar dosetit, bedS) window^curtsdns, easy- 
dndrs, andt^booretst nor ha:?e I any hopes of eyer re^ 
ebiimtng her from ^s ektraya^tnce) #hile she obsti- 
nately persists in thinking it a notable piece of gocd 
homeiidfery, becaose they are made at faome^ and she 
l|aa had some sluoo in the per&rmanee. There 
wooldbe no end of 'relating to you the particulars oi 
theannnBicharge«in fomiriitog her storeroom with 
a^peo&ision of fncklesand presenres; for siieisnot 
jfiomseated with having every thingf unless it be done 
every way, .in w^dch she consults an k»re4itary book 
Voi^ VI. • 4 ^ , 
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•f receipts; for her female ancestorfthtre been alws]rs 
fionedfergood hemsewifer^r, one of wlioinis made im- 
mortal by ginag her name to an ejre^water and tm^ 
sorts of pisddittgs. I cpnnot^mderta^e to recite&ll 
her medicinal prepanitwDSy as sahres, cei:*eclothSy 
powders, confects, covdials, rata&^ persico, ontage* 
flower, and ciien74>raiid3r9 together with imiitmeia- 
ble a(»rts of simfde waters. But there is nothing I lay 
so much to heart as that delestaUe catafogue of conn^ 
terfeit wines, which derive their names from die 
iruits,heEba, or trees, of whose juices they are^chicfiy 
compounded ; ^ey areloathsome to Ihe tastr ^aad p^r** 
tticious to the health ; apd as Uiey^seMom survire the 
year^and then are^^inown away, under afU^e iMretesico 
of frngalttyil may afirm they.st^id me in more thaa 
if I entertained all our yi«b«»« with the best b«irgun<^ 
and champaign. Coffee, chocolate, gtt^fh impeiiai^ 
peco, and boheft*tea, soem to be triflos ; but when dst 
proper appurtepancies of the cefi^table are added, they 
swell the account higher than one wouM imaf^fije. I 
cannot coaclnde without doing her jiistice in cm »*' 
tide ; where her frugality is so qemarkafole^ I mttst not 
deny her the merk of it, and thalia in relatbii to her 
children, who are all confined^ both boys apd girls^ to 
one large room in the remotest part of the hoUse, 
with bolts on the doors, and bars to the windows ; un« 
der the care and tuition of an old woman, who 
had been dry nurse to her grandmother. This is 
their residence all the year eound; and «s they 
are never allowed to appear,, she prudently thinks it 
needless to be at any expense in apparel or learning. 
Her eldest daughter to thb day would have nei- 
ther read nor writ, if it had not been for the buttet, 
who bebg the»soB of a country atloroey, .has taught 
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her suchahtfndaffU geaerdlyused for engrossing 
bffis in Chancery. By this tio^e I have sufficiently 
tired your patience with my domestic grievances ; 
Which I hope you will agree could not well be 
contamed in a niurrower compassy when you consider 
what a paradox I undertook to maintain in the begin- 
inngof myepistley sod wliicb manifeetly appears to 
be but too melancholy a truth. And now I heartily 
wish the relation I have given of my misfortunes may 
be of use and benefit to the public. By the examf^ 
I have set before them^ the tfuly virtuous wives may 
learn to avoid those errors which have so unhiq>* 
pily nusled mine, and whicH are vkibly these three. 
First, in mistaking the proper objects of her esteem, 
and fixing her affections upon such things as are only 
the trapiungs and decorations of her sex* Secondly. 
la nst dbtinguishing what becomes, tb^ different sta- 
ges of fife. And» IftstLy, the abuse and corruption of 
some excellent qualities, which, if circumscribed 
^Uitm }ust bounds, would have been the blessing wd 
pfosperi^ of her fiunilyy but by a vicious extreme are 
hketobethebaneaaddestrucdonofit" T 



No. 329. TUESDAY, MARCH 1 a, 1 7 13. 

BY ADDISOy. 

J^ tdtnen rtitat, Mtma quo di^tmt, tt Jnau. 

Hoa.Ep*6.1. l.v.2r, 

V^th Aneosy and with NoBMi, kiiigft of B(Mne^ 
"We must descend into tbe sil^t tomb. 

My friend Sir Roger de Ccverky told me the 
other night, that he had been reading my paper upon 
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Wettmintiter Abbejr, in whkh^ aajrs be, there i«< 
a great manjr iogenioui bnciet* He toid me at the 
issme tuoe, that he observed I had promised anotter 
paper uppn the tomk^ aad that he should be ghd 
to go and see them with me^ not ha^ribg Yiskedthem 
«nce he had read hiatorjr. I coidd not at first ima«* 
gine how this cameinto the Knight's head, till I re- 
collected that he had been very busy all last n?«^ww*|p 
vpon Baker's Chronicle, which he haa quoted seve» 
iral tunes in his diaputea with Sir j^drtw JFreefiort 
aince hia last ooaaing io town. Accordingly 1 pro^ 
miaed to call upon him the next motning, that we 
might go together to the Abbey. 

i found the Knight under Ida butier'ii hands, who 
Jdwaya ahavea him. He waa no sooner dressed than 
be called for a glass of the widow Trueby's water^ 
which he told me he alwaya drank before he went 
abroad. He recommended tome adram of it at th|^ 
aame time, with ao mueh heartineas, that I could not 
ibrbear drinking it. AasoonasIhadgt^itdowB^i 
.found it very unpalatable ; upon which the Knight oh^ 
Irving that I hiul made serend wry faces, told mfi 
that he knew I should not like it at first, but it was the 
best thing in the woridagainatthe stone or gravel. 

I could have wished indeed that he had acquainted 
me with the virtues of it sooner ; but it was too late 
to complain, and I knew wh^t he had done was out of 
good-will. Sir Roger told me furtlier, that he looked 
upon it to be very good for a man w^ulst he staid ' 
in town, to keep off infection, and that he got together 
a quantity of it, upon the first news of the sickness . 
being at Dantzic : when of a sudden^umihg short to 
one of his servants, who stood behind lum, he bid 
him call a hackney-coach, and take care it was an 
^derty m^ th»tdrove it. . o.zed by Google 
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He th«n resumed his discourse upon Mrs. True- 
by*s water, telling me that the widow Trueby was onp 
who did more good than all the doctors and apotheca- 
ries in the country : that she distilled every poppy that 
grew wkhin five mileis of her ; that $he distributed 
her MTater gratia among fill sorts of people : to which 
the Knight adde^, that she had a very great jointure, 
and that the whole country would fsdn have it a match 
between him and her; and truly, says ^\y Roger y if 
I had pot been engaged, perhaps I could not have 
done better. 

His discourse was broken off by his man telling 
him he had called a coach. Upon our going to 
it, after having cast lus eye upon the wheels, he asked 
the coadmtan if his axle-tree was good ; upon the 
fellow's telling him he would warrant it, the Knight 
turned to me, told me he looked like an honest num» 
and went in without further ceremony. 

We had not gone far,, when Sir Roger ^ popping out 
his head, called the coachman down from his box, and 
upon his presenting himself, at the wuidow, asked 
him if he smoked ; as I was considering what this 
would end in, he bid him stop by the way at any goo4 
tobacconist's, and take in a roll of their best Virginia. 
Nothing material happened in the remaining part 
of our joufney,.till we were set down at the west end 
of the Abbey. 

As we went up the body of the church, the Knight 
pointed 9X. the trophies upon one of the new nio^ 
numents, and cried out, A brave man I warrant him I 
Passing afterwards by Sir Cloudesly Shovel,^^ be flung 
his |iand that way, and cried. Sir Cloudesly Shovel, a, 
very gallant man I As we stood before Busby's tomb, 
the Knig^utte/cd himself ag^i^ after the same mai^i 
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Aer,Dr. Busby, a great mioi! he whipped m^rgrmid- 
Either; ft ytty great man I I sfaMld have g€9wtohlm 
inyeelf, illl^ not been a blockhead ; a very great 
man! 

We were immediately cofidacted Into the Ikfle 
chapel 6n the right hand. Sir R^ftr pkmud feteaeif 
at our historian's elbow, waa very aftendve to every 
thing he said, partictilaHy to the account he gave m 
of the Lord who had cut off the king of Morocco's 
head. Among several other figtiros, he wa;» very 

' well pleased to see the statesman Cecil upon hia 
knees ; and concluding them all to be gr«at men, was 
conducted to the figure which represents that martjrr 
to good housewifery, who died by the prick of a nee^ 
die. Upon our interpreter's telling x» that 9he was 
k maid of honor to Queen Elisabeth, the Knight was 
•very inquisitive into her name and family ; and after 
having regarded her finger for some time, I wotider, 
says he, that Sir Richard Baker has said nothing 
of her in his Chronicle. 

We were tlien conveyed to the two coronation 
chfdrs, where my old friend, after having heard that 
the stone underneath the most ancient of them, which 
was brought^ from Scotland, was called Jacob's pillar, 

■ sat himself down in the chair; and looking like the 
figure of an old Gothic Ung, asked oar intetpt^teri 
what authority they had to say, that JacfG^ hsd ever 
been in Scotland ? The fellow, instead oi returning 
him an answer, told him, that he hoped his honor 
would pay his forfeit. I could observe Sir Hes^et a 
little f uMed iipon being thus trepsmned ; but our 
guide not insisting upon his demand, the Knig^ 

-soon recovered his good hiimor, and whispered me 
in my ear, that if mu Wlmbh i^ere i^ith ttS> and saw 
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thdse eiin> elMktrs^ it w<yald go hard but he woidd get t 
t0ba«eoHit€i>i^r om of otie or t'otiier of tkem. 

ffir i;oj^5 to tke next i>kce, 1^ his hand iq^on 
Edward the thitd's ftword^ and leaning upon the 
poinmei of it^ gare m the whole hisiorf of the Bhiek 
Prince ; concluding, that, in Sir Richard Baker's 
opinion, Edward the third was one of the greatest 
princes that ever sat upon the English throne. 

We were then shewn Edward the Confessor's 
U»nb; upon which Sir i2o^^ acquainted us, thathe 
was the first who touched for the evil ; and afterwards 
Henry the fourth's, upon which he shook his head^ 
aAd told us there was fine reading in the casualties of 
that reign. 

Our conductor then pointed to that monument where 
thire is the figure of one of our English kmgs with« 
out ahead; addupon giving us toknow, that the head, 
which was of beaten silr^r, had been stdlen away se* 
tcral yean dince ; some Whig, 111 wawant you, says. 
Sir Roger ; you ought to lock up your kinga better ^ 
they will carry off the body too, if you don't take care^ 

The glorious names of Henry the fifth and Queen 
Elisabeth gave the Knight great opportumties of 
ihi&ing, and cS doing justice ttp Sir Richard Bakery, 
vrfao, m our Knight obt^rved wkh soihe surpfise, had. 
a great mto^ kiaga in hbi^ whose monumctito Me had 
netBeen in the Abbey. ' 

For sty own part, I co«ild not but bef pleased to see 
Hie Knight shew such an honeM paslion for the glc^ 
ef hiseountry, and stKh a rei^ctfiil gFatdiude to th^ 
mcttKnyofitsprinceflu \' 

I must not omit, that tke btnev^oleiKee of rkf good 
i4d Mend, whichficrwa om towal^ e^tf one he con- 
t«rseft it^ made kto verji^ YlssA to mt interpreter, 
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whom he loc^ied upoa as an extraordiilaiff man ; far 
which reason sh^ok him by the haod at parUng, tel« 
ling him, that he should be very glad to see Mm 
at his lodgings ii^ Norfolk Buildings, and talk oyer 
these matters with him more at leisure. L 



No. 330. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 1712. 

BY STEELE. From the Lctter-hox. 

Maxima jdehetur puefit reverentk i * ' ' 

Juv. Sat.. 14k V. AS[ 
To youth the tenderest regard is due. , 

X HE IbUowing letters, written by two very omsit 
derate correspondents, both under twenty years of 
age, arp very good arguments of the necessity of ta- 
king into consideration X^ many incidents which 
afifoct the education of youth* 

"I have long expected, that, int^e course of youf 
observations upon the several parts of human life, you 
would one time or other &11 upon a subject, which, 
since you have not, I take the liberty to recommend 
to you. What I mean is, the patronage of jK>ung mor 
deat men to such aa at*e able to countenance and intro- 
duce them into the world* For want of such assistant 
ees, a youth of merit languishes in obscurity or po*^ 
verty when his circumstances are low,, and runs into 
riot and excess when Ws fortunes are plent^ul. . I 
cannot make myself better widerstood than by sieiidn 
ing you a history of myseli^ wl^h I §haU desire you 
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to insert ai^Foisr paper, itlxdag the oiilf HoiylhMo 
of escpi^tsbig my gi«dtia(dfiiiDrilie h^hfMtob^ 
OBHi^iniyble* 

« I am th« ton of a merchant of the cHf of Lendoii ; 
who by many looseo was rodiiced from a very h^xxutir 
iBt trade and credit to Tery aarrow ctocuoistaaces, in 
companson to tl»t of his lermer abmidaiice. Thi» 
took away the vigor Of his miikl, and all mumer of f"^ 
attention to a fortune which he now thought deapo^ 
rate ; inaonuich that he died without a will ; having 
before buried my mother in the aoidat of Ma other J^ 
nMMtunes. I waa sixteen yeara of age when 1 loat ^ 
Biy &ther; andanestate of SOOZ^a^year came into my" ^ 
potaeaaJon^ wkfamt friend or guardian to iiyitmct mo , t 
ia the management or ei^oymmt of it. TheaatumI tT 
consequence of thiawasyCtfaMgh I wanteid no dbreci* C 
toT) and soon had feUows who found me oat te n t^. 
mart young gentioman» and lad me imo^idl ^ flei» ^ 
bsucheriea <£ whieh I was ci^ittbAey :that my comp«* 
upas and 1 could not well he siqpyftittd withoitt ru^ ^^ 
aing in deiit ; wlachl dkl.rery fcankiy^ till I )V«s aiy* ^ 
res^t^ and conveyed with,« guard* stnvig eiKHig|i^> f'' 
far tfie. most 4eapecateaasassifi9 to<a.haili£rahf>uae^ ^' 
where I lay ioi>r days* surrounded with refy merfP}^ ^ 
Imtnot very agreeable company. A^^ soon as liiad: ^ 
^Itricated n^self frtun this ;U»uniQful confinement^ . I 
reflected iQKin it wUh so much ^rrorji that,ldeser^ 
ed aU 11^, old acquaintance, md tooiL chan^rs in an 
bm of Gourtt with a resolution to study the l#w witj^ 
all po6tible'H>pUcat|on. Out I trifled away a who)0r 
yesrin looking overa thousand intiicaciesi^ without «- 
friend to apply to in any case of doubl; ao th^ 1 
eiily Uved there among m«i9 ^ little .lohildr^ .a^^ 
sent to schoi^b^pre ^ey a^«api|M^ef iiqf oqit^b^^ 
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OBly to be oiH of harm's way. In^ the midBt of iMs 
sUite of suspeiifte, not knowmg: hoir to dispose of my^ 
self} I was sought for hy a relation of m»e, wtof 
Mpotk obberving a good inclnatio^ in me, osed the 
i^s^ greet iamiliavltjr, and carried me to his seat in 
the country*. When I came therey he inb?oduced me 
to alt the good company in the county ; and Uie greftt 
obligation I have to him for this kind notice^ and re^ 
ftidence with him ever since, has made so strong am 
impression upon me, that he has an authority of a &-p 
ther oyer mcj founded upon the love of a l^rother. I 
have a good study of Ixx^s, a good Stable of horses 
idways at my commaiM ; and though I am not quite 
eiglfteen 3rears of age, familiar converse on his purt, 
dkfid a strong indimation to ei«rt myself on mine, hanro 
had 4xk effect upon me that makcfs me acci^ptable. 
wheret«r I go. Thus^ Mr^ Sudatory by this, gentle^ 
loan^s fitvor and patronage, itis my own fault if I am 
not wiser and richer every day I Hve. I speak this, as 
w«ll by sD^bscril^g the mitial letters, of my name to 
tiumk him, as to. incite others fa an imitation of his 
virtue. It would be a worthy work to^hew what ^^feat 
dMarities are to be done without expense, and horn 
many noble actions are lost, (mt of inadvertenqr in 
persons x^apable of p^^rming them, if they w^w* 
^ut in mmd of it. If a gentleman of figure in a coua^ 
iwoiild make his family a pattern of sobriety, good 
sense, and breeding, and would kindly endeavor to 
inftuence the education and growing, prospects of the 
younger gentry about him, I am apt to believe it weiuld 
save him a great deal of stale beer on a pubtic occa- 
sion, and render him the leader of his county from^ 
^ir gratittide'to him, instead of being a sUive ta 
jOieir riots and tum^ilts in order to be made thdir^re^^ 
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l^motitatm. Xbe^ftmethiiigmii^bereeMattead- 
edtoAUvliob«venad)6 ^kiyprngcess^inaaT^ partsof 
koowladg^, or .amyed at aay degree in a profetekfi : 
Mbevs jnay gain ^refennfiD^s ind .fortunes from ti^ 
patrons^ bull faave^ I lw|>e> received from mipe good 
habkaaftdvirtoea. irepeattoyi^ttySi^) my request to 
pikit xMsf ID return lor all ^ eyi} m helpless orphan 
Aall everescape^ fSkijJH jth^ gopd he .sjifdl receive in 
tids lales both which are whc^ly ovifig to thisgenlle- 
iiian's£iTOir;^ ^^i^> 

.it Your jBiistefaedient huodile servant, , 

^Mr.^ Spbctatoim 
^^lamaladofiiboutlourteen. Ifindamightyplear 
sure In leaming. I have, been at the L«tin Scbpol 
four y^ars. I don*t IcnoW I ever ^yed-the truant, or 
neglected any taisk my- master ever set me, in my Ufei^ 
I ^ink^m what I read in sohoc^ as I go home at noon 
H^ni^^ and so intently, that i have o£bm gone half 
atniie out y>f my way, not mining whkber X weiait 
Our maid tells bM she ^hm hears me talk Latin 
» my sleep : AymII dream-two or tlute nighis in the 
wedc I am reacHitfg Juveni^ and Homer. . My master 
Mems as weU pleased with my performahcea as aoy 
1»oy*siii tiie same class. I think, if I know my owa 
mmd^ I would 'Choose rather to be a scholar than 
a prince watlMut leavningv I have a very good affec- 
tiom^ &th^S* but though very ri4i, yet so nugh^ 
aear, that he thinks much of the charges of my 
education. Heoften tells me, he believes my schooli* 
lag will rum him ; that I cost him God knows what ia 
books. I tremble to teU him I want one. I am for- 
ced to keep my pocket-money, and U^ it out for 
a beok, now and then, that he d^e^ not know of. Ho 
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hat Aljb he mlV^iS^^ l«di«d hunfiKr 

HcHraee tM mhitv iff, and ke toU »« in a.paftuott, he 

^att^: ' CI am soMtte^ m i4o«di Mibui oiiiBr 
boys hi gettiig; the b<i0k» my mnitef gsf^ 
All l^e^ boys in ^e sekool, tat i, iMite the daufe 
autlibiiff ii» «itiM i>^4(Mi^ gtk«iidl letlsi&d bo tte 
back. My father is often reckoaiog %j^ ham king 
I tairh%tiik «« s€k«ely«Bdtsllriw teiB&rs I do little 
.^obd. My &ther*s cami^ so discourages me, tiiat 
he makes me grow dull and mekncholf- v IVQitaASter 
iR^Md^ wteiu^ie nuitierii^vte % ijua irfMdip 
tett kim; hi he is a msn; tkatt Jovjes ^^ncofbi^ 
leafuig^ a»dwf«Utefti^tto^«hid0>inQr&tkiif^aiiri, 
not kne wing l»lemperi m^ oMke Uia vForse. Sii^ 
IS you hanae anf k>ve Gmt leantkig, X li«^ /]iOU ymAd 
give me somt kudmolkMMi in ibim eatct, jmd. p^^^yi^di^ 
^u^ealis tfr eacviirage the^ohildven wlHn^ Ikey find 
ibemdlligenfranddeairouflofjfiuwig. iha^#h%wA 
«<nne psteais.«afv t^ would do.aif Ahii^ fiqr jAdr 
ekUdren if they weuld but misli Iheir lea«idngr I 
wmdd be ^ad to beintkeirpku^e^ Dear Sir, piMrAw 
anir bcddaess. If y^ will buj^ consider »)i][^t|r«(lir 
casS) i will piay for your ^ro^erity as loi^p aft ltUm# 

.^^Yoarkftmifale4««ran«p . 
l^nAmjMamch^ ^ , ^<^jAjtBS DfseiMtsnJf 







» ^ **.J ,'. .• bn^ f/t.,1 .. 
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No. 531. THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 1712. 

BX HH. S. . B^PGBLI.. 

1*ERS. Sse. % i 2a 
Holds out his' fbofis1i1)eard for thee to pluck. 



W, 



'HEN Xwat Init Willi iny frieiii Sir Mt^igef'kk 
West i in tter Abbey, I observed tint Jm stood icii|^r 
tlHoi orcfolMy belc»e the buBtof A Teaofiihleold laa^ 
iwasttta losBto guess thoineasonof it, wbenjifter 
MM time hepoittOsd to tbe ftguiie, «id «aktd.ii»o if 
l-^kik Mt think UMt our forofintbers looked vmch 
wiser IB their beards tbsn we do without thorn? For 
nrf pfttt, says he, when I amwalkiiiginniy gail^ in 
te country, and sec my ancestors, who many of 
tilem dibd before tiiey were <ii my age, i caimot 
forbeari^gardlng tHemas so nmry oM patnarchs,«nil 
at the'samo time looking upon myself as an Idle 
nmoch-hi^d yo«*g leUow. I lo^e to see jBoor Abia* 
bams, yoinr Isaacs, and your Jaicobs, as- we have thena 
a old pieces of tapMtty, with beards belowtheir gir- 
dles, that cover half the hangings. The knight 
added, if i would recommend beards in niRe of my 
fispers, and endeavor to restore faoman ftces to 
their ancient digni^, that upcm a month's warning he 
wovid wadertake to lead up the fiishion himself la 
a pair of whiskers. 

i smiled at my friend's &&cy ; bat after we parted, 
could not forbear reflecting on the metamoipho- 
ses our &ces have undergone in this particular. 

The beard, conformable to the notion of my friend 
So* Rt^r^f was, for many ag^, looked upon as 
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the type of wisdom. Lucian more than once rallies 
the pMkwojilier^ <rf hi* *rof» wh^ ei^^ff^oreiito rivs^ 
one another in beards ; and represents a learned man 
who stood'^for a professorship in philosophy, as 
unqualified for \jk hf* tb^ storts^ift tf. hiji b«a^ 

j^liaoi in» 14% account of Zoilus, the pretended 
critic, who i?nrQ<^ ag^QAt 9pn;^f j^d Vhtsh apd 
thought himself wiser than all who had' gone b^foi^ 
him, tiils tt% Ilw4 thin E^Omk^ a.iQeqr l^^becifd 
«M hug down upHvhia bMMt> iHit IM Mi^tii^ 
k^ad, whklxho aiwar' keptib cImo ahM94;[ i flWrtwg t 
i^s«em% ihfi hains^ ki% beadia^,aftiMiiy/sw4feAJr% 
wlu«h.if Uiey'hadho^su&ied.tQigtNfW^mstifti^i^Qt 
dnfwn wmxf tt^ ^oomimbmeak fowD hin.olMib.Aidlhf 
that mMas>faai0;itervodhU.b(Md> 

^havc^ ae«drs()mewJb«M thaAQM»o£ th^Pqptt *%» 
fos^tttaocepti An edUbn, of asMal^s vv^rJk whiob 
iceto presfi^cd^to hW). beieausfi tte W»ti&.hi% €#y 
giMbelbfft th^ Iwok, vas;dctt^m.wJitbMftti^bmii». 

We soe bjr tfa^«^ inaCaiiQeai what bomitg^ ^ W^rU 
haa ibrmeiiy; pa^ to^heards.^ andUialk «.b«irh0jr. WM «M 
theaallowedtQ iQaks those depr«4ai^MMQa fch^ jQmm» 
of the learoedr which have, hoMt penmiMfidi hiro ^ 
Itt^yeacs* 

Accordingly^ several wme na^ona hare heen^o cacp 
tvemelit jealoi^ of the least ru£te offered ta tMr 
hem*ds, that they acam.to hay3e.fixed:the p(Mnto£ ho» 
for principally i& that part The Spaniards. vBorm 
wonderfully tender in this pardcular. Don Qaivedo^ 
Iniiis third naloa 09 the bat judgnieBtt hasioanied 
the humor Tery ftr, wl^en he teUs^s that one of, hia 
vain-glorious cpuatrymen, afterhaving roc^vfid«e»r 
lence, was.takeQ into custody, hy a coupk.of evil spi- 
rits ; but that his guides hi^pfising.ta dtsi^rder bii 
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mtist«choes) dtejr irerc Ibrced to retrmnpote th^m 
with a pair of x^ur&l^-koAsbefbfe they timM, get him 
to file off. 

If we look into tho hifttor^^ of omr own natioh^ 
We&faailfind, l^ttfaebctttdfiburtshedindie Saxoh 
heplart^hy, but V« ttBl^f nmch ttttscoura^;«d under 
the Norman line* It ifiDt mtt) koweret, frond time to 
time) in Boteral reigns^ under different shapes. The 
test effort it made fteehis to have bben in Queett Ma* 
ry^s dkf^y lis the curhms readeir Imajr find^ if he pleases 
to peruse the figures of Cardintd Poole and Bislu^ 
Gja*di»€r ; tii^^ at the same ttrae, I think it may be 
questioned) if Eeal against Popery has not induced 
^wr PrOttstHtit pantters to ettend the beards of these 
two prosseutors bejrond their nstural dimensions, in 
Otlet to iaik€ ^lem appeal^ the nK>rt terrible. 

I find but few beards worth takinf nelite of in th^ 
rtign of King Jameft the fitst. 

During the civil wars there appeared cme, whith . 
makes too great a figure in story to be passed over in 
nlence; I mean that of Uie redoubted Hudibras^ 
an account of which Butler has transmitted to pos^ 
ferity in tJhe fbllowing lines i 

His tawny beard was th' equal graee 
Both of bis wisdom and his face ; 
In cut and dye so like a tyle, 
A sudden view it would beguile i 
The upper part thereof was wheyV- 
The nether orange milt with grey. 

The whisker continued for 6ome tilnf aafitOBg 
us after the extirpation of beards ; but this is a sUb* 
ject which I shall not htte enter upon, having discus- 
sed it at lar gi In a distinct treatise, which I keep by 
lAe Ifii tnAinttcript) up^on the nvugtacftcfe. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



$2 THE SPECTATOR. No. 332. 

If my fiiend Sir Roger* % project of i]i(s*oducing 
beards should take effect^ I fear the luxury of the 
present age would make it a very expensive fashion. 
There is no question but the beaux would soon pro« 
vide themselves with felse ones of the lightest 
colors^ said the most kmnoderate lengths. A £ur. 
beard> of the tapestry-size, trhich Sir Roger seems 
to approve, could not come under twenty guineas. 
The famous goldea beard of i&sculapius would 
hardly be more valuable than one made in the ex- 
travagance of the fashion. 

Besides^ we are not certain that the ladies would 
not come into the mode, when they take the air 
on horseback. They already appear in hats and 
feathers, coats and periwigs \. and I. see no reasoa 
why we may not suppose that they would have their 
rkUng'b£urda on the. same occasion. 

I may give the moral of thU di§cour»e in another: 
fiafier. X 



No. 332. FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 1712. 

BT StSBLB AND OTBEASk 

JUtnut Optus acutU 
J^aribui horum hominum, 

Hoa. Sat 3. 1. 1. v. 29^.. 
He cannot bear the ridUery of the agv. Cseecb. 

« D£A& Short Face, 

Xn your speculation of Wednesday last, you have 
given us some account of that worthy society of 
brutes the MohQcks ; wherein you have particularly 
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specified the ingenious performances of the lion-tip- 
pers) the dandng-mastersi fmd the tumblers : hut as 
yoo acknowledge you had not then a perfect history 
of the whole club| you might Tery easily omit one of 
die most notable species of k, the sweaters, which 
may be reckoned a sort of dandng-masters too. It 
is, it seems, the custom ^ half a dozen, or more^ of 
those well^isposed sarages, as toon as they have en- 
closed the person upon whom they design the £iTor 
of a sweat, to whip out their swords, and holding 
them parallel to the horison* they describe a sort of 
magic circle round about him with the points. As 
soon as this piece of conjuration is performed^ and 
the patient without doubt already beginning to wax 
warm, to forward the operation, that member of the 
circle towards whom he is so rude as to turn his 
back firstj runs his sword directly into that part of the 
patient wherein school-boya are punished ; and 
IS it is very natural to imagine this will SOO0 make 
1dm tack about to some other poipt, every gentleman 
does himself the same justice as often as he receives 
the affront. After this jig is gone two or three times 
round> and the pEUtjbnt is thought to have sweat suffi* 
ciently, he is vtry handsomely rubbed down by some 
attendants, who carry with them Instruments for tliat 
purpose, and so discharged. This relation I had 
fe)m a friend of mine, who has lately been under 
this discipline. He tells me he had the honor to 
dance before the Emperor himself not without the 
applause and acclamations both of his imperial majes- 
ty and the whole ring ; though I dare say^ neither I 
nor any ^ his acquaintance ever dreamed he would 
ha^e merited any reputation by his activity. 
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" I can assure you, Mr. Sfitc^ I was rcry near bemg^ 
qusdified to have given yoo a faithful and painful ac- 
count of this walking bagnio, if I may so cidLit, my** 
self: for going the other night along Fleet-Street, and 
having, out of curiosity, just entered into discourse 
with a wandering female m^o was travelling the same 
way, a couple of feUows advanced towards us, drew 
their swords, and cried out to each other, A sweat \ 
a sweat! Whereupon suspecting they were ^ some 
of the ringleaders of the bagnio, I also drew my 
bword, and demanded a parky ; but finding none 
would be granted me, and perceiving others behind 
them filing off with great diligence to take me 
in fiank> I began to sweat for fear of being forced to 
it ; but very luckily betaking myself to a pair of 
heels, which I had good reason to believe would 
do me justice, I instantly got possession of a very 
snug comer in a neighboring alley that lay in 
my re^r; which post I maintMned for above half 
an hour with great firmness and resolution, though 
hot letting this success se far overcome me, as 
to make me unmindful of the circumspection that 
was necessary to be observed upon my advancing 
again toward the street; by which prudence and |pood 
management I made a handsome said orderly retreiA, 
having suffered no other damage in this action than 
the loss of my baggage, and the dislocation of one of 
my shoe-heels, which last I am just now informed is 
in a fidr way of recovery. The sweaters, by what I can 
learn from my friend, and by as near a view as I was 
«ble to take of them myself^ seem to me to have 
at present but a rude kind of discipUne among^them. 
It is probable, if you would take a little |»ins with 
them, they might be brought into better order. But 
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I^ leaTe this to y0iir own discretion \ aiid Irill otdy 
add, diat if you think it worth wlale to insert this by. 
way of caution to those who have a mind to preserve 
their skms whole from this sort of cupping, and tell 
them at the same time the hazard of treating with 
ni^t-walkers, you will perhaps oblige others, as well 
as 

« Your very humble servant, 

"Jack Liohtfoot.'* 

« P. 5* My friend ifill have mcf acquaint you, that 
though he would not willingly detract from the merit 
bf that extraordinary strokes-man Mr, Sprightly (No. 
319,) yet it is his real opinion, that sotoe of those fel- 
lows, who are employed as rubbers to this new-- 
fashioned baghio, have struck as bold strokes as ever 
he did m his life. 

« I had sent this four and twenty hours sooner, if I 
had nat had the misfortune of being in a great doubt 
about the orthography of die word bagnio. I consult- 
ed several dictionaries, but found no relief; at 
last having recourse both to the bagnio in Newgate- 
street, and to that iA Chancery-lane, and finding 
the original manuscripts upon the sign-posts of each 
to agree literally with my own spelling, I returned 
home full of satisfection, in order to despatch thb 
epistle." 

«*Mr. Spectator, 
« As you have taken most of the circumstances of 
human life into your consideration, we the under- 
written thoughtit not improper for us^also tO rcprfe- 
sVnt to you our condition. We ire^ three ladie» 
who Hvc in the country, and the greatest improvement 
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v^ mak0 is by reftdk^. We iwye taken % mM 
joumal of our Iiycs, and find it extremelf opposite to 
your last Tueadsy's speculatiOQ. We rise by Beven, 
and pass tiM beginning of each day in devotion, and 
looking into those affairs that fall witUn the occurren* 
ces of a retired life ; in the afternoon we som^tLoaes 
enjoy the company of some friend or neighbor, or 
else work or read ; at night we retire to our chambers, 
and take leare of each other for the whole night 
at ten o'clock. We take particular care never to 
be idck of a Sunday. Mr. ^Hk^futor^ vro areall v«ry 
good maids, but ambitious of characters which 
we think more laudable, that of being very good 
wives. If any of your correspondents ensure for a 
spouse for an honest country gentlen^ai^ whose estate 
is not dipped, and wants a wife that can save half hia 
revenue, and yet make a better figure than any of hia 
neighbors of the same estate, witfi finer bred \i?omen,. 
you shall have farther notice froiui. Sir^ 

^ Your couiteous readerai, 

<« Martha Sxjsy. 

^<D£«ORAH ThBIFTT^ 

♦^ALLCfi Earjly." 
No. 333. SATURDAY, MARCH 32, 171%. - 

BT ADDISON. 

mm^^Vgciit in eertamina divM, Vsrc. JEXi» i. 6. v. 172. 
He dUls eaobattled deities to arias. 

Y^'E are now entering upon tl^ sixth book of Pa- 
radUe Xo«/, in which the ^oet desciri)>eS:the battle of 
aagelsi having J^sused ids reader's expectationi md 
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prepared him f6r it by neytM palBAges in the preee- 
ding books. I omitted quoting these passages in my 
observationB on the former books, having purposely 
reserved them for the opening of this, the subject of 
which gave occasion to them^ The author's imagi- 
nation was so inflamed with this gfeat scene of action, 
that, wherever he speaks of it, he rises, if possible^ 
above himself. Thus, where he mentions Satan 
in the beginning of his poem : 

——Him the Almighty pow*r 

Hurl'd headlong flaming from th' ethereal tky, . 

\Hth hideous ruin and combustion, down 

To bottomless perdition ; there to dweE 

In adamantine chains and penal fire. 

Who durst defy th' Omnipotent to arms. 

We have likewise several noble hints of it in 
the infernal conference. 

O prince! Oduef of many throned powei^. 

That led th' «mbatt]od sen^ihim ta war I 

Too well I see and rue the dire event» 

That with sad overthrow and foul defeat 

Hath lost us heaven ; and aS this nughfy host 

!■ horriUe destruetaoa laid thus low« 

But see ! the ai^fty factor hlKth meall'd 

His ministers of vengeance and pursuit 

Back to the gates of heav!o : the sulph'rous hail 

Shot after us in storm, o'erblown, hath laid 

The fiery surge, that fioto the precipice 

Of heiiv^t receiVd us falling : and the thunder, 

Winged with red lightmng and impetuous rage, 

Peihi^ halh apent his shaltsyaud peases ttfw 

To bellow through the vast and boundless de^. 

Tjbere are aev«ral other very .sublime ^images- chv 
the same subject in the first book) as also in die 
second. 
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Wliot! i(4im«ic#eiliimli&tt,pimniMl»uid'strodk 
Wi«ii fteMF Vs AflictiHg titoi^, and besottght 
The d€^ to shelter M«; thi« hell t^en seen^i'd 
A refiige from those wonnds 

In vhott, the {K»t tieter tnefi!&<iii« loif ^n^ xii thi« 
battle, btttifi tticfcittasefe ^ great^M and terror as 
gft MHttyble to tbe «ttbJiK:t. Amcmj^ devei^l otliets^ 
I cannot Ibrtjear quodng th« t)Assag*, w**r« tte 
power who is described a6 ptesidxtig oter the ehaoi^ 
speaks in the second book. 

7*hus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch did. 

With fault'ring speech, and visa^^e incompos^d^ 

Answer'd : I know thee, stranger, who thou art. 

That mighty lea(Ung 4ngel, who of late 

Made head against heav'n's King, tho* overthrown. 

I saw and keai^, fbf ««ch a nam'roui host 

Fled not in silence through the ^ight^d deep^ 

With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout. 

Confusion woirse c«9lb«Bded; laiheayd^gatfes 

Pour'd out by miUiaiM her tsetoridus fc^ada 

Pursuing— 

It required great pregnancf of iQvenlioQ, Bmd 
strength of imaginalidBi to fill this baule irith Suth 
circumstances as th^M raks^aM[ OMMiMi the i^M 
of the reader ; and at the sattte tltne iXk eitactness of 
judgment) to avoid every thing that might appear 
light or trivial. Those who look into Homer Bite 
surprised to find hifi battles still rising one above 
another, and improving in komr to the c^sidUsion of 
the Iliad. Milceii'ft %i^ of lAgefolb wit>^ght lip 
-with the same beauty. Itis ushered in vrfth such sigiis 
of wrath as ate suitabie to Omi^poteacc incensed. 
Tbe first engagement it carried on litider a eopo 
of fire^ occasioned by the flights of innumenM^ 
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l!U0,ki>foUD»«diQ!)the toMn|pi]pi»C iMm^ms. ^qd 
^lowwtoici^;. tiU^ ifiM Hut, hak pteM Ihe^ MlAMrii 
cQoiesL §mA Iflu the JaJtitea^ «£ i]M|AH]i ,tti^ ^isnor. 
Tile fAa^K af< Im «pfM)«Mi:» aiiiMlafki tb^ SMru»|^ 

tbe itoiaus.of hift^MiQfe>^hil»k>iB d0«cvU)€ctifdtb Om 
Qtmost flighto.o£ btunen hna^fimaAom^ 

These m li^tioia^m the&st aadbiiMfr ihi|r^ enga^'t 
meis^ vkkh d6eA not a|»pe«r rnKturall auwi 9grefir 

9f a figlu hetfwe/Bft tm cuanies «£ 9agel$» 

The second daf^Si engagentftt . Hr. apt t(» stirtiki 
u) hnagfimlion) w]uchluir,BQtl]feQBLrBitisdian(lqi«iaH«* 
fed fon sucb a dteasxiptbn) b^ tih/s ]}fiii«Kiig of tte 
dCMdcDt poets, and o£ Homei? iict parliciilar. lA 
iKMi ceritsialf a. Tery. ttold tb<mg)st/ isn oui} antboK 
tQ a^onhtt the.fiiisi ^m^. jo£ avtilleti^ jOo. ttiet rsbfl^ 
tti^ofe. But «». aiifih. a. peraudotts invi»oibi«a, naafi 
be^ welii supposfid^ <» hafias^ pmftcasdded from m<h 
autfioroy.'sa it oadoffodf 'viny pMperlji ii^ the .^ugbts 
of ^iitbieAi^ikhoj^^Ail along d9sc9iliftd)aiaApiri^.l^ 
tbe mnjesi^ of: hiis lAikcur* Soph ottginea. i»ene tJN>* 
ooljr iD9t«ii»$iBt« he ea»ttldi liavct madf^ ttt^^ o£ IHi 
imiMe thmuB tiiiMMka%tiuitiiiaHpaiti7^both.«acmdr 
aofl ptcAmei ai«b sepvdsented aa^ the avma of tte 
AliMglit^^ Tke teaKung- up tibe killai wauL nob 
ahogptbtn soi darniga^boughttaa.tkBj ioraef ;. Wa 
ai% in so«ttc QogBasttre, prepiUTed'focsuiriiantiiioideiitr 
i^^ descriptbn of; the giant^s^ wac^^jdiuicb we^me^et? 
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trilii atocmg^fte aacietot^pdfcts. ^*Wliat still nade dib 
circttmidtaiiee the more proper for the poet's use^ 
is the opiniottof many leaimed meoj ^lot the ^tbte ei 
the giuitV war, whkh makes so great a mise in and* 
qiiity, and gave birth to ^le s^blimest deemption in 
Hesiod's worke, was an allegory founded 4m tYas very 
tradkien of a fight between the good and bttd angels. 
« It may, perhaf^ be worth while to consider wkh 
what judgment Mitton, in this narration^ has avoided 
every thkig that is mean and trivial in the desctiptions 
of the Latin and Greek poets, and at the same 
time improved erciy great hint wMch he met with in 
their works npon Uits subject Horner^ in that pas- 
sage which Longinusbas celebrated for Its sul^ime- 
Bcss, and which Virgil and Ovid banrfc copied af- 
^er him, tells us, tbat the giants threw Ossa up** 
on Olympus, and Pelion upon Ossa. He adds 'an 
epithet ^ Pelion ((iSmtfHOXov) which very mtlch 
swells the idea, by bringing up to the reader's unagi- 
nation all the woods that grew upon it. There is fiir- 
ther a great beauty in his singling out by name these 
three remarkable mountains, so well known to 
^ Greeks. This last is such a beauty as the scene 
of Milton's war could not possibly furnish him with. 
Claudiiai, in his fragment upon the giant's war, has 
given full scope to that wildness of imagination 
which was natural to him. He tells us that tiie 
giants tore up whole islandsby the roots, and threw 
diem at the gods. He describes one of them in par- 
ticular taking up X.emnos in his amuT, and whirling it 
to the skies, wkh aU Vulcan's shop in the midst of it. 
Anbther tears up mount Ida, with the river Enipeus, 
i^hich ran down the sides of it : but the poet, not con* 
• tent to describe him with this mountain upon 
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ids shoulders, telk us, that the river Bowed down his 
bac^as he held it up in that posture* It is visible to 
e^rerjr ju^oious reader, that such ideas savor more of 
tlie burlesque than of the sublime : they proceed 
from a wantonness of imagination, and rather divert 
the mind than astonish it. Milton has taken 
every thing tha:t is sublime in these several passages, 
and comix>ses out of them the ibllowing greatimage : 

From their fotmdations loos'nmg to mid fro. 
They pluck'd the seated hiUs, with aU their load, 
Rocksy waters, woods ; and by the shaggy tope 
VpHftiBg bore them in their han ds 

We have the full majesty of Homer in this short 
4iescription, improved by the ims^ination of Clau- 
dian, without its puerilities. 

I need not point out the descripdon of the fallen 
angels, seeing the promontories hanging over their 
heads in such a dreadful m^ner, with the other 
numberless beetles in this book, whi^h are so 
conspicuous that they cannot escape the notice of the 
most ordinary reader. 

. There are indeed so inany wonderful strokes of 
poetry in this book, and such a variety of sublime 
ftleas, that it would, have been impossible to have 
given them a place within the bounds of this paper. 
Beudes that, I find it in a great measure done to my 
hand at the end of my Lord Rosconiiiion's Essay on 
translated poetry. I shall refer my reader thither for 
some of the master-strokes of the sixth book of Pa- 
radise Lost J though at the same time tliere are many 
others which ihat noble author has not taken no- 
tice of. 

Vol. VI. 6 
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"M&Mki ao twiUm MMfag the aubliaoA gssunui lie 
WBS MMter ai, hm m Uub hook irvtm t» bi* as* 
si9taM4 all the hci p iT he conM meefc wkk aiMiig tke 
anciene foets. The sword of MidiMly whkki^ntkcs 
sagreat aharoc aaiiang tiie bad ai^k, waa ^van Iwif 
ve arc tald>x>at of the armory oi GocL 



-But the sword 



Of Michael from the armory of God 
Was giv*n him temper'd so, that neither keen 
Nor solid, migfat resist that ec^ : it met 
The sword of Satan ws^attep fi>rce to smxtfs 
Descending, and i^hstf jsitfahctr ■■ 

This passage is a co^ of that !n Virgil^ wherein 
the poet tetls bs, tthali the sword pf ,£iieas, which was 
^ven him by a deity^ broke in:ta pieces the sword of 
Tumus, which «aine from a mortfal forge. As. tiie 
moral in tlua place is divine* go by the wi^ wo 
may observe, thai: the bestowing on a man vtrho ia &* 
Tored by heaven swch m allegories^ weapon, ia 
very conlbrmi^le to the old eastern way of thinking. 
Not only Homer has made use of it, but we find the 
Jewish hera in jthe- book of Maccabees, who had 
fought the battles of the chosen people with so much: 
glory and success, receiving in his dream a sword 
fromthehandof the prophet Jeremiah. ThefoUow^ 
ittg passage, wherein Satan is described as wounded 
by the sword of Michaely is in imitatioa of Horner^ 

,1%e gridiiig swcnd with discon^uous wound 
Pass'd through him : but th' ethereal substance dos'dy 
Not long divisible ; iwd from the gash 
A stream of nect'rous humor issuing flowed 
Sangiune, (such as celestial spirits may bleedj 
.And s^l his armor stain'd-^ii** 
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Homer tells us in the same maimer^ that ttpon 
Diomedes' woimdiDg the gods, there flowed from the 
irouBd an icAor^ or pure kind of Uood, which was not 
bred from mortal viands ; and that though the pain 
was exquisitely great, the wound soon closed up and 
healed in those beings who are vested with immorta- 
lity. 

I question not but Milton, in his description of his 
furious Moloch flying from the battle, and bellowing 
with the wound he had reoeiyed, had his eye on Mars 
in the Iliad, who, upon his being wounded, is repre-* 
sented as retiring out of the fight, and making 
an outcry louder than that of a whole army when 
it begins the charge. Homer adds, that the Greeks 
and Trojans who were engaged in a general bat- 
tle, were terrified on each side with the bellowing of 
this wounded deity. The reader will easily observe 
how MiltoQ has kept all the horror of tlus image, 
without running into the ridicule of it* 

— — AVhere the might of Gabriel fought. 
And with fierce ensigns pierc'd the deep army 
Of M<^ooh, ^mous king ! who lym d^d. 
And at his chariot-wheels to drag him bound 
Threatened, nor fi*om the holy One of heav'n 
Refrain'd lus tongue blasphemous ; but anon» 
Down cloven to the waste, with shatter'd arms 
And uncouth pam fled bellowing—— 

'Milton has likewise raised his description in this 
book with many images taken out of th^ poetical 
parts of scripture. The Messiah's chariot, as I have 
before taken notice,^ is formed upon a vision of £ze- 
kiel, who, as Grotius <^erves, has very much in 
him of Homer's sjurit, in the poetical parts of 
bis^prophecy. 
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The followmg lines in that f^lorious aonunusion 
which is given the Messiah to extirpate the host 
of rebel angels, are drawn from a sublime passage fe 

the Psalms. 

Go theti, thoiL mightiest, in thy Father^s might ! 
Ascend my chariot, guide the rapid wheel* 
That shake heav'n's basis ; bring forth all my war. 
My bow, my thmider, my almighty arms 5 
Gird on thy. sword on thy puissant thigh. 

The reader will easily discover many other strokes 
of the same nature. 

There is no questioi^ but Milton had heated his 
imagination with the fight of the gods in Homer> be- 
fore he entered into this engagement of the angels. 
Homer there gives us a scene of men, heroes, and 
gods, mixed together in battle. Mars animates the 
contending armies, and lifts up his voice in such 
a manner that it is heard distinctly amidst all the 
shouts and confusion of the fight ; Jupiter at the 
same time thunders over their heads; while Neptune 
raises such a tempest, that the whole field of battle 
and all the tops of the mountains shake about tbem. 
The poet tells us, that Pluta himself, whose 
habitation was in the very centre of the earthy was so 
affrighted at the shock, that he leapt from his throne. 
Homer afterwards describes Vulcan as pouring down 
a storm of fire upon the river Xanthus, and Minerva 
as throwing a rock at Mars; who, he tells us, 
covered seven acres in his fall. 

As Homer has introduced into his battle of 
the gods every thing that is great and terrible in 
nature, Milton has filled his fight of good an^ bad an- 
gels with all the like circumstances of horror. The 
shout of armies, the rattlbg of brai^en chariots, the 
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famFfifig of rockt i^d mo^ataiiift, the eaMhquake, iht 
firC) the thtrndeT) are M of them eitiployed to lift u^ 
the reader^s fanagiaatioti) and gite him a (Stable idea 
f^ 80 great an action. With what art has the poet re^^ 
l^resented the whole body of ^e earth ti*emblin^ 
even before it was created ! 

AUheav*n 

Resounded ; and had eanh been then, aH tarth 
Had to its centre shook.— —« 

In how sublime and just a manner does he af- 
terwards describe the whole heayen abakiBg ua^ 
der the wheela of the Messiah's charioCy wkh that «i* 
• ception to the throne of Qod ! 

——Under his binning wheels 
The stea^ist Empyrean shook throughout, 

AH bat the throne itsdf d God— ^ 

* 

Notwitiistanding the Mesmh appears clothed with 
so much terror and majesty, the poet has still founJl 
means to make his readers conceive an idea of him 
beyond what he himself is able to describe. 

¥et hitf kis strength he put nat ferds W check'd 
. His thunder in mid ToUey ; for be meant 
Not to destroy, but root them out of heaven. 

in a word, Mikon's genius, wldck was so great hat 
itseU^ and so strengthened by all the helps of kamingi 
appears in this book crevy way e^al to hit subjects) 
wUch wia the most s«blb»e tiMtcoidd enter faito the 
Aouffatolftpoet. Aahe knewallthe arCaof afiecA^ 
kigtbe mind, he knew k was necessary to give itcer^ 
lain resiteg places^ and opportsnkies of recovering 
Itself from time to timet he has therefore with great 
nMress iaterspetsed several spee^hes^ rcflectioni^ai^ 
6 « 
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raiUtudes, and the Uk^e retie&t ta divemfy iu» Qfoira- 
tifOn, and ease the attei^on of the readAr^ that* he 
might come fresh to his great aqtixH^ < saad by such a 
contrast of ideas have a more Uv^y ta^e of the-nobler 
parts of his description^ - j/ .4'if 

No. 334. MONDAY, MARCH 24, 1712.' 

BT STEELE. From the Letter-box. 

■ ■■ ■ VohtUti, in *us getterCf unttmquemque nottrutn tjuati 
quendam eue Botidunh dixi^^ique 9on tarn ea qu€ recta e^eetH 
JfTobati quam qu4t prava suntJa^tidiU adh^retcere, , 

Cicero de Gestiu 

You would have ea(^ of us be a kind of Bosciue^in his way ; 
and you have said that men are not so much pleased with 
what is right as disgusted at what is wrong. 

XT is very natural to take for our whole lives a l%ht 
impression of a thing, which at first fell into contempt 
with us for want of consideration. The real use of a 
certain qualification (which the wiser part of mankind 
look upon as at best ^ indifferent ttang, and gene« 
rally a frivolous circumstance) shews the ill conse- 
quence of such prepossessions. What I mean is the 
art, skill, •ccom|>li^ment, or Whatever you wUl call 
it, of dancing, I knew a gentleman of g^reat abilities^ 
who bewailed the want of this part of his edocatioa to 
the end of a very hoiKoaUe life. ' He observed tfant 
ttere was-not occasion for th& commcm use of ptevk 
talents ; that they are but selck^m in demax^l ; aad that 
t^ese very.great talents were often rendered useless 
to a man for want of small attainments. A good mien 
(a becomipg motion> gesture^ and aspect) is iMtural 
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to some men: but even the^e wo«iM bo hi^j more 
gracefol in their carriage, if what they db hom the 
force of nature were confirmed and heightened by the 
force of reaeon. Toonewhabaonotatallconaidered 
it, to mention the force of reaoouf on such a subject 
will appear fantastical ; but when yeu h»re a^ litde at*' 
tended to it, an assembly of men will hare quite 
another view; and they will tell you, it is evident from 
plidn 9Skd infallible rules, why this man, with^ thcoe 
beautiful features, and a well-feishioned persony is not 
so agreeable as he who sits by him without any of those 
advantages. When we read, we do it without any ex« 
erted act of memory that presents the shape df the 
letters ; but habit makes us do it mechanically, with- 
out staying like children, to recollect and join thoae 
betters. Amanwhohasnethadthe regamlof hbge«« 
ture in any part of hia education, will find himself una- 
ble to. act with freedom before new company ; as 
a child that is but now learning, would be to read 
without hesitation. It is for the advancement of the 
(Measure we receive in being agreeable to each other 
in ordinary life, that one would wish dancing were 
g^iendly miderstood as conducive, as it really is, to a 
proper deportment in matters that s^>pear the most 
remote from it. A man of learning and sense is dis^ 
tinguished frosi others as he is such, though he ne- 
ver runs upon points too difficult for the rest of the 
world I in like nunoi^r^ the reaching ^nt of the armi 
md the mofit ordinary motioa> discovers whether 
a man ever learned tp know what is the true harmony 
and G<unp08ure of his limbft and countenance. Who* 
eve^ has> seen Booth in the chai:$icter ef PyErlms 
march to lus throne to cecelve Orestes, is qonvii^^!^ 
that majestic and great conceptions are express^iia 
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tfie y^tf 9^p; hbi poriia^) tibo«igk no 4ktliQr oMtt 
cmild perferm thftt wcidettt as well m be doest he 
kbdteUi «o«U 4» k irilli a yet i^retier clei^iliiA wore 
lieadanoer. TUtkiodaAgwoiisa.iiilifocttO'trvaii 
wlligfaiit|r> that I AMI not at preaeoA eater ifttok 
asy fiurther^ . hm the aatlutf oC tba fi^Uowinf letter 
Im treated it ia tbe essair he ^peaka (^ ia auoh a AtMi- 
Bar, thatlaoLibeboMeiitoidmiforare^aLiitioiitbatl 
nillneivmr hereafter thiDkiaeaBly of .attf. thing, tUlI 
Junre heard whititthejvhoha^e another c^ttittODitf k 
tare.l»ta|raiktdef«afie. (SeeKo»'46^) 

^ Mb. SPBCTATOfly 

^ Since there are scarce an^ of tiie arts aad sciences 
that haire not been reooamncaided to the woiid l^ the 
]pens of sane of the professors, siastera, or lof^ra of 
theao, whertfagr the uaefitbiesa, exceUence, and bene- 
fit arising from them, bothas todie q>ecttlatirfe uad 
tueactjcal part, >haye been made puhlie, to tiie great 
adranti^^ andimproTementof audxartaand sciencea; 
whjr shottld danckig^aa art celebrated ky the ancients 
in so extraoffdinar^r a VMoner, be totaiif na^ected bj 
Sbe(HH>denM, and left deadtate of an j pe« to recobi* 
memL itayavieiia exceUeacias^^aad sn^yatanslal xneck It 
HMokind? 

^The lorn ebt to wluch^ daodng ia now fiiMan is 
aitogethero^mg to thiasileace* Thwart iaesseemed 
mify aa an aaMising trifie ^ k Uea akogether muxikir 
^aled, andia n&bapxnly £dlen nadar tiie iinputatioiiof 
lUiitefate and mechanic 8 and aa Terence, iaxme^^ his 
ppaloguee, complains of the F^pe-dancepsdmwiBgaS 
Hm^ spectators from his play, so Ivemajr wM say, ^hat 
capering and tnmbiing^ is* new preferred to^ Mid sup- 
ines ^le plttce eiy jnst and regidur dwicing on 
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oar theatres. It is tiierefbre, in my opinion^ higk 
time, that some one should come to its assistancey 
and relieve it from the many gro8»' and growing eiv 
rors that have crept into it, and overcast its real beaip* 
des ; and to set dancing in its true lights would shew 
theusefolness and elegance of it, with the pleasure 
and instruction produced from it ; and also lay down 
some fundamental rules, that might so tend tl> 
the improvement of its professors, and infdvmation 
of the spectators, that the first might be the better 
enabled to perform, and the latter rendered more ca« 
pable of judging, what is (if there be any thing) valu<- 
able in this^art.* 

*< To encourage therefore some ingenibtHikpen ca^^ 
pi^le of so generous an undertaking, and^ in some 
measure «o relieve dancing from the disadvantages it 
at present lies under, I, who teach to dance,^ hav^ at^ 
tempted a small treatise as an essay towards a history^ 
of dancing ; (a) in whieh I have enquired into its an* 
-dquity, original, and use, and shewn virhat esteem the 
ancients had for it : I have likewise considered the 
iMiture and perfection of all its several parts, and how 
beneficial and delightful it is, both as a qualification 
and an exercise ; and endeavored to answer all ob» 
jectionft that have been maliciously raised against it. 
I have proceeded to give an account jof the particuL »• 
dances of the Greeks and Romans, whether religious^ 
warlike, or civil ; and taken particular notice of that 
part of dancing relating to the ancient stage, and 
in which the Pantomimes had so great a shares 
nor have I been wanting in giving an historical 
account of some particular masters excellent in that 
BUrprisiAg art. After which I have advanced some 
observations on the modem dancings both as t9 
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thtst»gej aodihutpartof tts^aboduU^f aecesaary 
far the quatifiDntiiMi of geiiUeowii and ladies^ and 
lutve concluded wkh 8c»ne short remari^s on the ori- 
gin and progress of the chaiacter bf which dancea «re 
wrk downt and oofamunicaEted from one master to 
another. If some great genius after iJtm would 
Msia^ and adrance this art to that perfixtion it seeeas 
capahie of receimgy what might not be ^cpedied 
from it? Fprifwe consider the origin of vts and sci- 
ences, we shall iiad that some of them took rise front 
beginnings so ntean and Unpromisingt that it is very 
wonderful to think t^ ever such surprising atmc- 
tures should have been rsdsed upon such ordinanT 
foundations. But what cannot a great genius effect i 
Who would have thought that the clangorous noise 
of a smith's hammers shouM have given the 
first rise to music ? Yet Macrobius in his second 
book relates, that Pjrthagoras, in passing by a smith's 
ahopi found that the sounds proceeding from the 
hamnnHrs were either loor^ grave or acute, accordr 
ing to Ihe diffierent weig^ of the hammers. The 
philosopher, to im^^ve this hint, suspends differ^it 
weights by strings of the same bigness, and found in 
like mannerthat the sounds answered to the weights. 
This being discovered he finds out those num" 
bers which produced sounds Uiat were consonant : as, 
Unt two strings of the same substance and teoskuii 
the one being double the length of the other, gave 
tilat interval which is called dia/iaaon^ or an eighth; 
the same was also effected from two strings of the 
same length and size, the one having foi^r times the 
tension of ti^ other. By these steps, £rom so mean 
a beginning, did this great man reduce, what was 
only before noise, to one of the most delightful aci* 
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«nce8, by marrying it to the mathematics ; and 
bj.that meians caused klo be oneof tbe ra^ost abfttract 
and demonstrative of sciences. Who knows there- 
fore but motion^ whether decorous or representative, 
may not (as it seems highly probable it may) be ta« 
ken into consideration bf some person capable of re^- 
dttdng it Ibto a regular science, though not so de« 
monstratiye as that proceeding from sounds,, yet suf^ 
ikieiit to €ntMt it to a place ^meng Ae mftgni^d 
arts? 

^.Now^, Mr. ^eeHH^Ty a» you tote^ declared your* 
sell visitw of danftingyschopb, and tbis being an u»- 
derti^ing whieb more immediately respects them, I 
^nl. myself ]ndlsfeii8d>fy bUiged^ before I proceed 
to ^e pubficadon of this my eilsay, toa^ your ad^ 
me> and hold it abaokitely necesaacy txk h»ve ywft 
approbation ;. and in orcter to reeomsieQi my treatise 
to tile perusal ^ the parents of such as learn to 
daace, a» weH a^ t;o the young lasdiesy to whom as H* 
utor ysftt ought to be guardian. I am, Sii^ 

u Yovct mK>8l taumbfe scryaot.** 

ibA^ Marek \9y 

$eei N(HI. 370, 466« 
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Ko. 331. TUESDAY, MARCH j25j 1712. 

BT ADDISON. 

Betpicere exemplar vita morumque jubebo 
Doctum imitator em, et veras hinc ducere vocer. 

Hob. Aw. Poet y. 327. 

* Those, are the ISkest copies which are drawn 
From the ori^nal of human life. Roscommov. 



M^ 



L Y friend Sir Rogar^eCorverleyj when weiastmet 
tc^etherat the club, told me that he bad a -great mind 
to see <the new ^tragedy with me, assuring n^, at 
the same time, that he had not been at a play these 
twenty years. The last I saw, said Sir Roger j was 
the Committee^ which I should not .have gon.e. to 
neither, had not I been told before-hand that it 
was a .good church^of-Engla^d comedy. He thea 
proceeded to inquire of me.whd:tltts Distressed Mo- 
ther was ; and upon hearing that she was He&-. 
tor's widow, he. told me that her husband was a brave 
man, and that when he was a school-boy he had read 
his life at the end of the dictionary. My friend asked 
me, in the next -place, if there would • not be 
'Some danger in coming home late, in case the 
Mohocks should be abroad. I assure you, says he, 
J thought 1 had fallen into their hands last night ; for 
I observed two or three lusty black men that followed 
me half way up Fleet-Street, and mended their pace 
behind me in proportion as I put on to get away from 
them. You must know, continued the Knight, with 
a smile, I fiancied they had a mind to hunt me ; for I 
remember an honest gentleman in my neighborhood, 
who was served such a trick in King Charles the se- 
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tond's time, for which reason he has not ventu- 
red himself in town ever since. I might have shewn 
them very good sport, had this been their design ; for 
as I am an old fox-hunter, I should have turn'd 
and dogg'd, and have play'd them a thousand tricks 
they had never seen in their lives before. Sir Roger 
added, that if these gentlemen had any such in- 
tention thegr did not saicceed very well in it; for 
I threw them «ut, says he, at the end -of Norfolk^ 
Street, where I doubled the comer, and got shelter 
in my lodgings before they could imagine wh4t 
was become of me. However, says the Knight, 
if Captain Sentry will make one with us to-mor- 
row' night, and if you will >both of you call upon 
me about four o'clock, that we may be at the house 
before it is full, I will have my own coach in rea- 
diness to attend you, for John tells me he has got th& 
fore-wheels mepded. 

. The Captain, who did not fail- to meet me thefe at 
the appointed hour, bid Sir Roger fear nothing, for 
that he had put on the same sword which iie made 
ijse of at the battle of Steenkirk. (a) Sir Roger's ser- 
vants, and among the rest my old friend the butler, 
had, I found, provided themselves with good oaken 
plants, to attend their master upon this occasion. 
When we had placed him in his coach, with myself 
at his left-hand, the Captain before him, and his but- 
ler at the head of his footmen in the rear, we con- 
vpyed him in safety to the play-house, where, after 
having marched up the entry in good order, the 
Captain and I went in with him, suid seated him be- 
twixt us in the pit. As soon as the house was full, 
and the candles lighted, my old Mend ^tood up, andi 
Vol. VI. 7 
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looked about him witk that pleasure which a mind 
seasoned with humanitjr naturally feels in itself 9l the 
sight of a multi^ftde of people who seem pleased 
with one another^ and partake of the same eommoa 
entertainment. I could not but fancy to myself aa 
the old man stood up in the middle of the pit^ that 
he made a very proper cent]:>e to a tragic audjenceu 
Ux>on the entering of Pyrrhus^ the Knight tcJbd me 
that he did not believe the king of France himself 
had a better strut. I was indeed T«ry attentive to my 
•Id friend's remarks, because I looked upon them as 
a piece of natural criticism ; and was well pleased 
to hear him at the conclusion of ahnost every scene,, 
telling me that he could not imagine how th^ 
play would end> One while he appeared much con^ 
cemed for An^*omache, and a little while after 
as much for Hermione ; and was extremely puzzled 
to think what would become of I^rrhu8# 

When Sir Roger saw Andromache's obstinate re- 
fusal to her lover's importunities, he whispei:ed me 
in the ear, that he was aure she would never have 
him ; \o which h^ added, with a more than ordinary 
vehemence, you can't imagine. Sir, what it is to have 
to do with a widow. Upon Pyrrhus' threatening a& 
lerwards to kfve her, the Knight shook his head, 
and muttering to himself Ay, do if you can. This 
part dwelt so much upon my friend's imagination^ 
that at the close of the third act, as I was thinking of 
something else, he whispered in my ear, These wi« 
dowa. Sir, are the most perverse creatures in 
the world. But pray, says he, you that are a critic^ 
is this play according to your dramatic rules, as you 
oall them? Should your people in tragedy always 
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talk to be understood ? Whji there is not a single 
tehtence in this play that I do not know the meaning 
of. 

Tlie fourth act very luckily began before I had time 
to give the old gentleman an answer : Well, says the 
Kmght, sitting down with great satisfaction, I suppose 
we are now to see Hector's ghost. He then renewed 
his attention, and, from time to time, fell a praising 
die widow. He made indeed a little mistake as 
to one of her pages, whom at his first entering 
he took for Astyanax ; but he quickly set himself 
H^ht in that particulM*, though at the same time he 
4wned he should haye been very glad to have seen 

' the UtUe boy ; who, says he, must needs be a very fine 
eblld by ^e account that is given of him. Upon 
Hermione's going off with a menace to Pyrrhus, the 
audience gave a loud ckp ; to .which Sir Roger 
sdded, On tny word, a notable young baggage ! 

As thel*e was a very remarkable silence and still* 
iiess in the audience during the whole action, it 
was naturd for them io take rfie opportunity of the 
Intervals between the acts, to express their opinion 
of the players, and of their respective part^ Sir 

* Roger hearing a cluster of them praise Orestes, 
struck in with them, and told them that he thought 
his friend Pylades was a very sensible man : as they 
were afterwards applauding Pyrrhus, Sir Roger put 
in a second time ; and let me tell you, says he, though 
he speaks but little, I like the old fellow in whiskers 
as well as any of them. Captain Sentry seeing two 
or three wags who sat near us, lean with an attentive 
ear towards Sir Rogery and fearing lest they shoul4 
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smoke the Knight^ plucked him by the elbow, and 
whispered somethbg in his ear, that lasted till the 
opening of the fifth act. The Knight was wonder- 
fully attentive to the account which Orestes gives of 
Pyrrhus' death ; and at the conclusion of it told me, 
it was such a bloody piece of W4>rk, that he was glad 
it was not done on the stage. Seeing afterwards 
Orestes in his raving fit, he grew more than or- 
dinarily serious, and took occasion to moralize (in hi» 
way) upon an evil conscience, adding, that Orestes^ 
in his madness f looked as if he saw something. 

As we were the first that came into the house, s« 
we were the last that went out of it ; being resolved 
to have a clear passage for our old friend, whooit 
we did not care to venture among the justling of the 
crowd. / Sir Roger went out fully satis&ed with hia 
entertainment, and we guarded him to his lodging in 
the same manner that we brought him to the play-, 
house ; being highly pleased, for my own part, not 
only with the performance of the excellent piece- 
which had been presented, but with the satis&ction 
which it had given to the good old msui. h. 
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No. 036. WEI>N£SD AY, MARCH 26, 17U. 

»Y STEELS. From the Letter-Box^ 

■ Clamant periitte pudorem 

Cmieti pent patnti ea ctnr^ reprthendere coner, 
QiMT gramU JB§%pm»^ qm^ doctnt Motcius egit .* 
Wei quim nil rmttm% mti qu^dplacuii fihi tkuunt / 
Yel quia turpc pufaia parere nu»<trihU», et qux 
ImiKrbt* didicerCi ^enet pcrdcndafateri. 

Hor". Ep. 1 . 1. 2» V. 80. . 

Imitated. 
One tragic sentence if I dare deride. 
Which Betterton's g^ave action digniiy*d. 
Or -weH-month'd Booth with emphasis proehdmsji 
(Thoii^ bitt, parbape, a miiater4oU of xnooet) 
Bom'wSk^mUiAmnim i^iaarage* 
And swear all shame is lost in Q ^tgt's age ! 
You'd think no fools disgrac'd the former reign. 
Did not some grave examples yet remain. 
Who scorn a lad should teach his father skiU, 
And, having once been wrong. Will be so ttSl. Po r a*- 

<< Mb. 6vBiBTJLTOE» 

^* As jrou aro tiie daily wleavorcr to promote 
learning and good aen^ I think myaelf obliged to 
M^pest to your conaideratioa whatever may promote 
or pr^mlice tihem. There is an evil nrhicb has pre- 
vailed fhom generation to generation, which grey 
hairs and qrranni^ i^tstom cpAttnue to sopport; I 
hoipt yoitf epedatorial avtborky will give a aeaaon- 
able ctecktothe sptead of the inieotion; I mean old 
mea^eovefhewring the atxongest sense of their juniora 
hf the mere f^e of seniority; so that fi>r a young 
lAan io^th^ Uom^ of Ufe and vigor of age to givoA 
7 • 
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reasonable coatradiction to his elders, is esteemed 
an unpardonable insc^ehce, and regarded as a revei^ 
sing the decrees of nature. I am a young man, I con- 
fess; yet I honor the grey head as much as any one : 
however, when in company with old men,.! hear 
them speak obscurely, or reiason preposterously (into 
which absurdities, prejudice, pride, or interest will 
sometimes throw the wisest) I ootmt it bo crime 
to rectify their reasonings, unless conscience must 
truckle to ceroviony, and truth fall a sacrifice to com- 
plsdsance. The strongest arguments are enervated, 
and the brightest evidence disappears, before those 
tremendous reasonings and dazzling discoveries of 
venerable old age : You are young giddy-headed fel- 
lows, you have not yet had experieafie of the world. 
Thus we young folks find our ambilion ci«niped> and 
our laziness indulged,, since, while young, we have 
little roohi to display ourselves ;, and, when old, the 
weakness of nature must pass for strength of sense, 
and we hope that hoary heads will raise ua above the 
kttacks of contradiction. Now, Sir^ as you would en- 
£ven our activity in the pursuit ef leasmng, take*our 
case into consideration ; and, vnth a gloss on bravf 
IB&hti's sentiments, assert Uie rights of you<th> end 
"prevent the pernicious encroachments of age. Tlt^ 
'generous reaakminge of that gaUanfl youth would 
idem your paper ; and I beg you would insert- ^etti^ 
not doubting'but that they mil give gtodd entettaifl^ 
ment to the most inteltigent ef your readers. • a 
*« Bo these three men ceased to an^weor Job, btf> 
cause he was righteeus in his own eyes.' TImd li^aa 
kindled the wrath of Etfrn the son of Saracbdl the 
Buzite^ of the kindnsd of Ramt againbtJeb-wes Vk 
wrath -kindled^ because he -justifitd i^owelf *-atb* 
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thmk God, Alto i^ahist Mb three fiiends \ras ki^ 
wrath kindled, because they had found no answer^ and 
yet had condemned Job. Now Elihu had waited till 
Job had spoken, because they wore elder Ihan he. 
When EMhu ^aw there was no smswer In the motith 
ofthesethr^e men, then his wrath was kindled. Aiw^^ 
Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzke aiiswertd, and 
ssad, I am youtlg^, atid ye are very old, wher^lbre 
I wsas afhdd, irnddnrst not shew ]^ou mine opinion. I 
said, days should speak, and multitudtfbf yela*s should 
teach wisdom. But there is a spirit in man ; and th^ 
inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understsmd-^ 
ing. Gr^t men are not always wise t neither do the 
aged imderstand judgment. Therefore, I ftajkl, hear-^ 
ken to me, I also will shew miile opini«ft. ' Behehl 1 
Iraited lor yow words ; I gaw ear to yo«r reason^ 
VhUst you si^arched out what to say> Yea, I attended 
\into you i and bcik^d there was none of you t^at oon* 
vinced Job, or liiat answered his words ; lest yo 
should say, we have found out wisdom: .God tlimst** 
eth him down, not tnan. Now he ha^ not directed 
Hs woi^ against lon»i neither will! answer him' with 
^ikr speeches. They wei^ amased, tivey answered 
no mofre : they'le^ ofiT-speaking. When* I h^ vmiteil 
'(for they spake not, but stood still, and ^swe»ed nf 
iDdore,) I M^ X wUltaiswer^sv'niy par^' lalso wlii 
lOiew mine o^«ik>n. For Iam^llofn»tter,the i^ 
ifl wityii me ^onstndneth me» Behold my belly is as 
wine whkh haOi no vent, it is ready to^burst like new 
%ottles. I wHi speak ^at I may be reteshed: I wiU 
^SfiteH vif Bpfe, and answer. Let me not, I ptelj^ javh 
*«oeopt«nyiM»i^a.per8ieh) nei^ior fet mfe^ive fias^n- 
ittg Ihlc^ Ohtoman. F«rl knov not,t6^gtw isfdering 
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billet; in io doing m^ Mbter wmM ioon tiite.Bife 



<< Mr. SMBCTATomf 
M I hft^e Ibrmcrlf readi mHi gveal MAiiAictiom 
your p<^per About idols, («) and Ihe bolnvior of 
fpentUoHMi in tliooe ooffoe-houftet whcfo womon o& 
fieiate ; and irapaliendf waited to seo fou teke Indin 
and China alM^. into conaideralioa s butsiniBje JQ^ 
have pimod ttaioyer in atlencei ekher tlMUt foa have 
not as yet thought us worth ]Fomr notice, or that tibm 
grietances we lie under have escaped jTour disoem- 
ittg efe, I must make my compJaints to you ; and aaa 
encouraged to do it, because you seem A little at lei* 
sure at this presMit wiping. I aeot dear Sir, one of 
the t^ chhiA-women about town ; and, thougb I si^ 
it, keep as good things, and receive as fine componf 
AAanyof thisendcrf' the town, let the other be whi^ 
she will: in short, I am in a fior way to be easy, wero 
it not fora ^ub^lem«de rakes, who, imder prctaice 
of takuig their innoeent rambles, forsootb, onddiv^rtr 
Ing the ^leen, sekkm fidl to plague me twice 
or thcioe a day to <^i^n tea, or buy a screen^ 
9nm$ $l%€ •k^uUL the^f mmm^ sa thi^ often rcr 
peat it. These rakes are your idle ladies of £Mhion» 
who having nothing to do, ftWiptoy theinselvea in 
tumbUng over my wnre. One of ^MU^ np-cust^ik- 
era (for by the way .they seldom or never buy m^ 
thing) calls for a set ^ teii-diahes, anothorfbrAbi^ 
ain, A tdufd for my best green-tei^ and even to thp 
punch-bowU there's scarce a piece in . my shop ^ml 
must be di^lnced, aad the wlMk agreeable tfchitoc^ 
lure disordered; aothallean compare them to n^ 
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thing but to the mghl-goblins that take a pleasure t^ 
overturn the disposition of plates and dishes in the 
kitchens of yo\jr housewifely maids. Well, after all 
this racket and clutter, this is too dear, that is their 
aversion.; another thing is charming, but not wanted t 
^e ladies are cured of the spleen, but I am not a 
shilling the better for it Lord! wluit signifies one 
poor pot of tea, considering the trouble they put me 
to? Vapors, Mr. Sfiectator^ are terrible things; for 
though I am not possessed by them n^self, I suffer 
more from them than if I were. Now I must beg 
yoa to admonish all such day-goblins to make fewer 
visits, or to be less troublesome when they come to 
cme's shc^; and t^ convince them that we honest 
shop-keepers have something better to do than 
to cure^olks of the vapors graft** A young son of 
vm€f a school-boy, is my secretary ; so I hope you 
will make allow^mces. I am, Sir, 

^( Your constant reader, 
Mttrth the 22d. ^ and very humble servant, 
T . **Rme6ca the Distressed.** 

No. 33r. THURSDAY, MARCH 2r,17nr. 

BT Mil. mi BlTDiSXLL. 

. ■' I 

Frngit e^rNMm tenera doHk^ cer^iee magtHer^ 
Jrt viam quam morutrat e^nic«— 

HoR. Ep. 2. 1. 1. v. 64.,. 
The jockey trains the young and tender horse, 
"While yet soft mouth'd, and lireeds him to the course. 

Creech.^ 

1 HAVE lately received a third letter from the gen- 
tlemai^^who has already given the public two, essay % 

• - • ' ^ - • ** Digitized by LjOOgle 
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vpon ediioadon. Aft his thoughts seem to be rerj 
just and new upon this subject, i sitall comnnmtcate' 
Uiem to the reader. (No§. 307, 313.) 

<< If I had not been hindered bf some extraQtdinarjr 
business, I should have ient 70U sooner my furrier 
thoughts upon education. You may please to re** 
member, that in my last letter I endeavored to g^ve 
tiie best reasons liiait could be urged in faVor of 
a ptivaite or public education. Upon the whole, it 
may perhaps be thought that I seemed rather ikicli* 
ned to the latter, though at the same dme I confessed^ 
that virtue, iriuch otight to be our first and pHncipai 
oare, m^ more usually acquired in the former. 

^Tintend therefore, in this letter, tooffferatmc* 
tlMds by ifdiich I conceive boys might be nude to im- 
prove in virtue as they advahce in letters. 

**l know HmX in most of our publie. schools vice 
is punished and discouraged whenever it is fi^md oUt : 
but this it far horn being sufficient, unless our yout& 
are at the same time taught to form a right judgment 
of things, and to know ilrhat is properly virtue. 

^ To this end, whenever they read the lives and 
actions of such men as have been &mous in their ge- 
neration, it should not be thought enough to make 
them barely understand so many Greek or Latin sen- 
tences, but they should be asked their opinion of such 
an action or saying, and obliged to give their reasons 
why they take it to be good or bad* By this means 
they would insensibly arrive at proper notions of cou- 
rage, temperance, honor and justice. 

« There must be gi*eat care taken how the exam* 
pie of any particular person k recommended to then! 
in gross: instead of irhich they ought |o be taught 
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wherein such a man, though great in some taspdGictai 
waa weak and fiuikjr in others. For wa^tdftivlscauH 
^OB, a hQj is o&t^ so d^led wUh the histre of 
a great character, that he .conlouiida its beautfasa with 
iu blemishes^ and hK>fcs eyeii upon, the fa^f p^art 0i 
jfL with an eye of admiration* 

« I have often wondered how Alexanderi who waa 
aaturalfy of a generous ai^d ootercifai deposition, 
eame to be guihy.of sa barbarous an action ^ that of 
dragging the governor of a town after his chariot. , I 
know tHsis generally ascribed to his paaaion for Hqh 
mer ; but I lately met with a passage in Pluterchy 
which, if I am not verj nm^h unistakeD, still gires U9 
a clearer light into the motivea of this action, Plu« 
tarch tella us, that Alexander in his youth baud a nas* 
ter named Ly^machus, who, though he was a maa 
destitute of all politenesa, ingratiated himself both 
with P^Hp and his pupil, and became the second man 
at court, by calling the king Peleus, the princo 
AchUles, and himself Phoenix* It is no wonder if 
Alexander, having been thus used notonTy to admire^ 
but to personate AchiUes, should think it glorious to 
imitate him in this piece^of cruelty an^ extravagance. 

^ To carry tbis thought yet further, I shall submit 
it to your con^derati(»i, whether^ instead of a theme 
or copy of verses, which are the usual exercises^ 
as they are called in the school phrase, it would not 
be more proper that a boy should be tasked once 
or twice a week to write down his opinion of such 
persons and things as occur to him in his reading ; 
that he should descant upon the actions of Tumus or 
JEneas, shew wherein they excelled or were defective, 
censure or approve any particular action, observo 
how it might have been carried to a greater degree of 
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perfection, and ho^ h exceeded or fell short of ano- 
tiier. He might at the same time mark what was mo- 
ral in any speech, and how &r it agreed with the cha- 
racter of the person speaking. This exercise would 
soon strengthen his judgment in wh^ is blameable or 
praise worthy, and give him an early seasoning; 
of morality. 

^ Next to those examples which may be met witl^ 
in books, I very much approve Horace's way of set- 
&)g before youth the infamous or honorable cha-' 
racters of their contemporaries : that poet tells us, this, 
was the method his Either made use oito incline lum 
to any particular virtue, or give him en aversion 
to any particular vice. If, says Horace, my father, 
advised me to live within bounds, and be contented 
with the fortune he should leave me ; Do not you see 
(says he) the miserable condition of Burrus, and the 
son of Albus: Let the misfortunes of those, two 
wretches teach you to avoid luxury and^xtravagance.. 
If he would inspire me with an abhorrence of de- 
baucherjic, Do not (says he) make yourself like Sec-, 
tanus, when you may be happy in the enjoyment 
of lawful pleasures. How scandalous (says he) is the 
character of Trebonius, who was lately caught in bed 
with another man's wife? To illustrate the force 
of this method, the poet adds that as a headstrong pa- 
tient, who will not at first follow his physician's pre- 
scriptions« grows orderly when he hears that his 
neighbors die all about him, so youth is often fright- 
ed from vice by hearing the ill report it brings upon 
others. 

" Xenophon's schools of equity, in his life of Cyrus, 
the Great, are sufficiently famous: he tells usT, that 
t^e Persian children went to school, and employed 
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their time as diligently in learning the principles of 
justice and sobriety, as the youth in other countries 
did to acquire the most difficult arts and sciences: 
their goyemors spent most part of the day in hearing 
their mutual accusations one against the other, whe- 
ther for violence, cheating, slander, or ingratitude ; 
and taught them how to give judgment against those 
who were found to be any ways guilty of these, 
crimes. I omit the story of the long and short coat, 
for which Cyrus himself was punished, as a case 
equally known with any in Littleton. 

<« The method which Apuleius tells us the Indian * 
Gymoiosophists took to educate their disciples, is 
still more curious and remarkable. His words are 
as follows When their dinner is ready, before it is 
served up, the masters enquire of every particular 
scholar how he has employed his time since sun>ri- 
singi some of them answer, that having been chosen 
as arbiters between two persons, they have compo- 
sed their differences, and made theiji friends ; some^ 
that they have been executing the orders of their pa- 
rents ; and others, that they have either found out 
something new by their own application, or learned it 
from the instructions of their fellows. But if there 
happens to be any one among them who cannot make 
it appear that he has employed the morning to advan- 
tage, he is immediately excluded from the company, 
and obliged to work while the rest are at dinner. 

^' It is not impossible that, {vxxm these several ways 
(rf producing virtue in the mbds of boys, some ge- 
neral method might be invented. What I would en- 
deavor to inculcate is, that our youth cannot be too 
soon taught the principles of virtue, seeing the first 
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knprcssions which are made on the mind are always 
^le strongest. 

• ^ The Archbishop of Cambray makes Telema- 
ehus say, that though he was young in years, he was 
oW in the art of knowing how to keep both his own 
and his friends' secrets. When my father, says the 
prince, went to the siege of Troy, he took me on his 
knees, and after Imving embraced and blessed me, as 
he was surrounded by the nobles of Ithaca, O my 
friends, says he, into your hands I commit the educa- 
tion of my son ; if ever you loved his father, shew it 
in your Care towards him : but, above all, do not omit 
to form him just, sincere, and faithful in keeping a 
secret. These words of my father, says Telemachus, 
were continually repeated to me by his friends in his 
absence ; who made no scruple of communicating to 
me thfcir uneasiness to see my mother surrounded 
with lovers, and the measures they designed to take 
on that>occasion. He adds, that he was so ravished 
at being thus treated like a man, and at the confi- 
xiencc reposed in him, that lie never once abused it ; 
nor could all the insinuations of his £either's rivals ever 
get him to betray what was committed to him under 
the seal of secrecy. 

" There is hardlytiny virtue which a lad might not 
thus learn by practice and example. 

<< I have heard of a good man, who used-at certain 
times to give his scholars sixpence a-piece, that they 
might tell him thCvnext day how they had employed 
it. The third part was always to be laid out in cha- 
rity ; and every boy was blamed or commended as 
he could make it appear that he had chosen a fit 
object. < 
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« In short, nothing is more wanting to our public 
schools, than that the masters of them should use the 
same care in fashioning the ms^ners of their scho- 
lars as in forming their tongues to the learned lan- 
guages. Wherever the former is omitted, I cannot 
help agreeing with Mr. Locke, that a man must have 
a veiy strange value for words, when preferring the 
languages of the Greeks and Romans to that which 
made them such brave men, he can think it worth 
while to hazard the innocence and virtue of his son 
for a little Greek and Latin. 

^ As the subject of this essajr is of the highest im- 
portance, • and what I do not remember to have 
yet seen treated by any author, I have sent you what 
occurred to me on it from my own observatiqn or 
reading, and which you may either suppress or pub- 
lish as you think fit, 

"Iam>Sir, 
X Your*s, &c. 

No. 338. FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 1712. 

BT STEELJ&. 

.A/T/ suit unquant 
Tarn dispar tibi, Hoa. Sat. 3. 1. 1. V. 18. 

Made up of nought but iaconsistencies. 

1 FIND the tragedy of The Diatr€99td Mother is 
published to-day. The author of the prologue, I 
suppose, pleads an old exduse I have read sonae- 
where, of being dull toith design ; and the gentleman 
who vjrrit the epilogue has, to my knowledge, so 
much of greater moment to value himself upon, that 
ke will easily forgive me for publishbg the.excep- 
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tions made against gaiety at the end of serious enter^ 
tainments, in the following letter: I should be more 
unwilling to pardon hi|B than any bodj, a practice 
which cannot have any ill consequ^icey but from the 
abilities of the person who is guilty of it. (a) 

"Mr. Spectator^ 
' " I had the happmess the other night of sitting ve^ 
near you and your worthy friend Sir Rogers at the 
acting of the new tragedy which you have in a latc^ 
paper or two so justly recommended. I was highly 
pleased with the advantageous situation fortune had 
given me in placing me so near two gentlemen^ fronv 
one of which I was sum to hear such reflections oi^ 
the several incidents of the play as pure nature sug* 
gested) and from the other^ such as flowed from the 
exactest art and judgment; though I must ccHifesa 
that my curiosity led me so much to observe the 
Knight's reflections, that I was not so well at leisure 
to improve myself by your's. Nature, I found, play- 
ed her part in the Knight pretty welU till at the last 
concluding lines she entirely forsook him. Tou 
must know, Sir, that it is always my custom, when I 
have been well entertsdned at a new tragedy, to make 
my retreat before the facetious epilogue enters : nofr 
but that those pieces are often very well written ; but 
haying paid down my half-crown, and made a fair 
purchase of as much of the pleasing melancholy aa 
the poet's art can afford me, or my own nature admit 
of, I am willing to carry some of it home with me; 
and cannot endure to be at once tricked out of all, 
though by the wittiest dexterity in the world. How- 
ever, I kept my scat the other night, in hopes of find- 
ing my own sentiments of this matter favored by 
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jroar friend's; when, to my great turpfrise, I found 
the £night entering with eqinl pleasure into both 
parts, and at much satisfied with Mrs. Oldfield's 
gaie^ as he had been before with Andromache's 
greatness. Whether this were no other than an ef- 
fect of the ELnight's peculiar humanity, pleased to 
find at last, that i^r all the tragical doings, every- 
thing was* safe and well, I don't know : but for my 
own part, I must confess, I was so dissatisfied, that I 
was sorry the poei, had saved Andromache, and could 
heartily have wished that he JhuI left heir stone-dead 
upcm the stage. For you cannot imagine, Mr. Sftec 
taioTf the mischief she was reserved to do me. I 
found my soul, during the action, gradually worl^ed 
up to the highest pitch ; and felt the exalted paasion 
which all generous minds conceive at the sight of vir^ 
tue in distress. The impression, believe me, Sir» 
Was so strong upon me> that, I am persuaded, if I had 
been let alone in it, I could, at an exti^emity, have 
ventured to defend yourself and Sir Roger against 
half a score of the fiercest Mohocks ; but the ludicrous 
epilogue in the close extinguished all my ardor, and 
made me look upon all such noble achievements as 
downright silly and romantic What the rest of the 
audience felt I cannot so well tell : for myself, I must 
declare, that, at the end of the play, I foimd my soul 
uiuform, and all of a piece ; but at the end of the epi- 
logue, it was so jumbled together, and divided be- 
tween jest and earnest, that if jrou will forgive me an 
extravagant fancy, I will here set it down. I could not 
but fancy, if my soul had at that moment quitted my 
body, and descended to the poetical shades in the pos- 
ture it was then in, what a strange figure it would 
have made among them. They would not have 
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known what to have m^ule of my motley spectre, half 
comic and half tragic, all over resembling a ridicUf 
loua hccj that at the same time laughs on one side, 
and cries on the other. The only defence, I think, I 
have ever heiurd made for this, as it seems to me the 
most unnatural tack of the comic tail to the tra- 
gic head, is this, that the minds of the audience must 
be refreshed^ uid gentlemen and ladies not sent 
away to their own homes with too dismal and melan- 
choly thoughts about them : for who knows the con- 
sequence of this? We ave much obliged indeed 
to the poets for the great tenderness they express for 
the safety of our persons, and heartily thank them for 
it : But if that be all, pray, good Sir, assure them, that 
we are none of us like to come to any great harm ; and 
tbiftt, let them do their best we shall in all probability 
live out the length of our days, and frequent the the- 
atres more than ever. What makes me more de- 
sirous to have some information of this matter is, be- 
cause of an ill consequence or two attending it : for a 
great many of our church musicians bem^^ related to 
the theatre, they have, in imitation of these- epi- 
logues, introduced in their farewell voluntaries a sort 
of music qittte foreign to the design of church-servi- 
oes, to the great prejudice of well-disposed people. 
Those fingering gentlemen should be informed, that 
they ought to suit their airs to the place and business ; 
and that the i»usician is obliged ta keep to the text aa 
much as the preacher. For want of this, I have found 
by experience a great deal of mischief: for when the 
preacher has often, with great piety and art enough^ 
haiKiled his subject, and the judicious clerk has, with 
the utmost diligence, cuHed out two staves proper 
to the discourse, and I have found in myself^ and in 
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the rest of the pew, good thoughts and dispositions*^ 
they have been ail in a moment dissipated by a merry 
jig from the organ-loft. One knows not what further 
ill effects the epilogues I have been speaking of may 
in time produce : but this I am credibly informed o^ 
that Paul Lorrain has resolved upon a very sudden 
reformation in his tragical dramas ; and that at the 
next monthly performance, he designs, instead of a 
penitential psalm, to dismiss his audience with an ex* 
cellent new ballad of his own composing. Pray, Sir, 
do what you can to put a stop to these growing evilsj 
and you will very much oblige 

" Your humble servant, 

"Phvsibulusv^ 

No. 3S9. SATURDAY, MARCH 29,171 2, 

BY ADDISON. 



"Ut his exordia firimis 



Omniat et ipse tetter mundi concreverit orbU. 
Turn durare solum et-discludere J^ereapont^ 
Caperit, et rerum paulatifn sumere fornias» 

ViRG. Eel. 6. V. 33- 
He sung tlve secreft seeds of nature's frame : 
How seas, and earth, and air, and active flame, 
Fen thro' the mighty void, and in their fall 
"V^ere blindly g^ther'd in this goodly ball. 
The tender soil then stifTning by degrees 
Shut from the bounded earth the bounding seas. 
The earth and ocean various forms disclose. 
And a new sun to the new world arose. Dryden. 

JLqNGINUS has observed, that there may be a 
loftiness in sentiments where there is no passion, and 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



92 THE SPECTATOR- No- 331. 

brings instances out of ancient antiiors to suppMt 
this his opinion. The pathetic, as that great critic 
obsenres, majr animate and inflame the sublime^ but 
is not essential to it. According^ as he further 
remarks, we very often find that those who excel 
most in stirring up the passions, very often want the 
talent of writing in the great and sublime manner, 
and so on the contrary. Milton has shewn himself a 
master in both these ways of writing. The seventh 
book, which we are now entering upon, is an in- 
stance of that sublime which is not mixed and work" 
ed up with pasuon. The author appears in a kind of 
composed and sedate majesty; and though the senti- 
ments do not give so great an emotion as those in the 
former book, they abound with as magnificent ideas. 
The sixth book, like a troubled ocean, represents 
greatness in confusion ; the seventh affects the ima- 
gination like the oceim in a calm, and fills the mind 
of the reader, without producing in it any thing like 
tumult or agitation. 

The critic above-mentioned^ among the rules 
wJiich he lays down fi>r succeedmg in tiie sublime 
way of writing, proposes to his reader, that he should 
imitate the most celebrated authors who have gone 
before him, and have been engaged in works of 
the same nature ^ as in particular, that if he writes 
on a poetical subject, he should Consider how Homer 
would have spoken on such an occasion. By this 
means one great genius often catches the flame from 
another, and writes in his spirit, without copying ser- 
vilely after him. There are a thousand shining pas- 
sages in Virgil which have been lighted up by Ho- 
mer. 
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Milton, though his natural strength of genius was 
capable of furnishing out a perfect work, has doubt- 
less very much raised and eitnobled his conceptions 
by such an imitation as that which Longinus has 
recommended - 

In this book, which gives us an account of the siit 
days works, the poet received but very few assistances 
from heathen writers, who were strangers to the 
wonders of creation. But as there arc many glo- 
rious strides of poetry upon thiis subject in holy 
writ, the author has i^umberless allusions to them 
through the whole course of this book. The great 
eritic I have before mentioned, though an heathen^ 
has taken notice of the sublime manner in which the 
law-giver of the Jews has described the creation 
in the first chapter of Genesis ; and there are many 
other passages in scripture, which rise up to the 
same majesty, where this subject is touched upon. 
Milton has shewn his judgment very remarkably, in 
making use of such of these as were proper for his . 
poemf and in duly qualifying those high strains of 
Eastern poetry, which were suited to readers whose 
imaginations were set to an higher pitch than those of 
colder climates. 

Adam's speech to the angel, wherein he desires all 
account of what had passed within the regions <^ na- 
ture before the creation, is very great and solemn. 
The following lines, in which he tells him that the day 
is not too far spent for him to enter upon such a sub* . 
ject, are exquidte in their kind. 

And the great light of day yet wants to run 
Much of his race, though steep, suspense in heaven 
Held by thy voice 5 thy potent voice he hears^ 
And longer will delay^ to hew, thfe teH 
His generation, S^c. « 
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The angers encoun^ing our first parents in a 
modest pursuit after knowledge^ with the causes 
which he assigns for the creation of the world, are 
yery just and beautiful. The Messiah, by whom, as 
we are told in scripture, the heavens were made, 
goes forth in the power of his Father, surround- 
ed with an host of angels, and clothed with such 
dr majesty as becomes his entering upon a work 
which, according to our conceptions, appears the 
utmost exerU<Hi of omnipotence. What a beautiful 
description has our author raised upon that hint in one 
of the prophets I *< And behold there came four 
chariotr out from between two mountsdns, and the 
mountains were mountains of brass." 

About his chariot numberless were pour'd 
Cherub and Seraph, potentates and thrones. 
And virtues, winged spirits, and chariots wing*d. 
From th* armory of God, where stand of old • 
Myriad* between two brazen mountains lodg'd. 
Against a solemn day, hamess'd at hand : 
Celestial equipage ! And now came forth 
Spontaneous (for within them spirit liv'd> 
Attendant on their Lord : heav'n open'd wide 
Her erer-during gates, harmonious sound ! 
On golden hinges moring. 

I have before taken notice of these chariots of 
God, and of these gates of heaven ; and shall here 
only add, that Homer gives us the same idea of the 
latter, as opening of themselves ; though he after- 
wards takes off from it, by telling us, that the houra 
first of all removed those prodigious heaps of clouds 
which lay as a barrier before them. 

I do not know any thing in the whole poem more 
sublime than the description which follows, where 
the Messiah is represented at the hend of his angels> 
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as looking down into the chaos, calming its confusion, 
riding into the midst of it, and drawing the first out- 
line of the creation. 

On heavenly groxind they stood^ and from the shore 
They view*d the vast immeasurable abyss^ 
Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild ; 
Up from the bottom tum'd by furious winds 
And: surging waves, as mountuns to assault 
Heav'n's height, and with the centre mix the pole. 
Silence, ye troubPd waves, and thou deep, peace 
Said then th' Omnific word, your discord endj 
Nor staid ; but on the wings of cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 
Far into chaos, and the world mibom ; 
For chaos heard his voiee. Him all his train 
FoUow'd in bright pvocession, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then staid the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compasses, prepared 
In God's eternal store, to circumscribe 
This universe, and all created things : 
One foot he centered, and the other tum'd 
Round through the vast profundity obscure ; 
. And said. Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds. 
This be thy just circumference, O world I 

The thought of the golden compasses is conceived 
altogether in Homer's spirit, and is a very noble inci- 
dent in this wonderful description. Honker, when he 
speaks of the gods, ascribes to them several arms and 
instruments with the same greatness of imagination. 
Let the reader only peruse the description of Miner- 
va's ^gis, or buckler, in the fifth book, with her 
spear, which would overturn whole squadrons, and 
her helmet, that was sufficient to cover an army 
drawn out of an hundred cities. The golden com- 
passes in the above-mentioned passage appear a very 
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natural mstrumcDt in the hand of hinif whom Plato 
somewhere calls the divme geometrician. As poet- 
ry delights in clothing abstracted ideas in allegories 
and sensible images, we find a mi^ificent descrip*- 
tion of the creation formed after the same manner in 
one of the prophets, wherein he describes the al- 
mighty Architect as measuring the waters in the 
hollow of his hand, metting out the heavens with his 
span, comprehending the dust of die earth in a 
measure, weigfiiiig the mountains in scales, and the 
hills in a balance. Another of them, describing the 
Supreme Being in this great work of creation, repre- 
sents him as laying the foundations of the earth, and 
stretching a line upon it. And in another place, 
as garnishing the heavens, stretching but the north 
over the empty phce, and hanging the earth upon 
nothing. This last noble thought Milton has ex- 
pressed injthe following verse : 

And earth sdf-balanc'd on her centre hung. 

The4)eauties of description in this book lie so very 
^ck, that it b impossible to enumerate them in this 
paper. The poet has employed on them the whole 
energy of our tongue. The several great scenes of 
the creation rise up to view, one after another, in such 
a manner, that the reader seems present at this won- 
derful work, and to assist among the choirs of angels, 
who are the sx)ectators of it. How glorious is the 
conclusion of the first day ! 

•^— Thus was the first day even and mom : 
Kor past uncelebrated, nor unsung. 
By the celestial chdrs, when orient light 
Exhaling ^t from darkness they beheld ; 
Birth-day of heaven and earth ! with joy and sh<Ait 
The hUlow universal orb they fiU'4 
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We have the same elevation of thought in ^e third 
day^ when the mountains were brought lbrth> and' 
the deep was made. 

Immediately the mountaias huge appear 
Emergent, and their broad bare backs up-heare 
Into the clouds, their tops ascend the sky : 
So high as heav'n the tumid hills, so low 
Down sunk a hollow bottom, bro^ and deep, 
Ci^aciotts bed of waters— 

We have also the rising of the whole vegetable 
world described in this day's work, which is filled 
with all the graces that other poets have lavished on 
their description of the Springs and leads the reader's 
imagination into a theatre equally surprising and 
beautiful. 

The several glories of the heavens make their ap- 
pearance on the fourth di^« 

First in his east the glorious lamp was seen, 
Regpent of day ; and all the horizon round / 
Invested with bright rays jocund to run 
His longitude throi* heaven's high road : the grey 
Dawn and the Pleiades before him dancM, 
Shedding sweet influence : less bright the moon. 
But opposite in levell^ west was4iet 
His mirror, with full face borrowii\g her light 
From him, for other lights she needed none 
in that aspect, and still that distuice keeps 
1111 night; then in the east her torn she shines 
ReVolv'd on heav'nU great axle, and her rttigm 
With thousand lesser lights dividual holds. 
With thousand thousand stars ! that then appeared 
Spangling the hemisp her e 

One would wonder how the poet could be so con- 
cise in his description of the six days' woriLS, as 
to comprehend them within the bounds of m 
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epsodef andl at the aaabe time se ^Ardaak? as 
to give us a. %«^ ideaLol tktm. This b stifiv inot» 
remarkable in his account of the fifth and atxAh da]F%. 
in which he has drawn out to our view the whole ani- 
mal creation, from the reptile te the behemoth. As the 
lion and the leviaithan are two of die noblest piroduc- 
tions in the worM of living crealufes^ thei reader wfll 
find a most exquisite' spifit of poeoy itvthe' account 
which our author gives us of them. The sixth ddy 
cpnclude^ With the formatioa of man ; upon w^^h 
the angel takes occasiouy as he did after the battle in. 
heaven> to remind Adam of his^ obediencey whick 
was the principal design of this his visit. 

The poetafterwacds represents the Messiak return- 
ing into heaven, and taking a survey of hoa great' 
work. Thereis somethijig inexpressibly sublimQ in 
this part of the poem, where the author describea; 
that great period of time, filled with so many glorious 
circumstances; when the heavens and earth were 
finished ; when tlie Messiah ascended up in triumph 
through the everlasting gates ^ w^en he looked down 
with pleasure upon his new creation; when every 
part of nMuM seemed! to rejcnce in its existence ; 
when the morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy. 

So ev'n and inani aceompltshVl the 9izth d^y ; 

Yet not till the Creator Ibim'd has wotk^ 

Desisting, though unweai^ed* up fetHmM; 

Up to the heay'A of heav'ns^ his high abode ; 

Thence to behold his new cheated world, 

Th* addition of his empire, how it shewVi 

In prot|)ect from his throne, how good, how fair, 
• Answering hiir great idea j up he rode, 

FoUo/wed/wi<kaecliiBadon^ aad €be soun< 
, SyiB^hqpioiis of te%th<Mi8aBddiacpa».that tut'd ' 
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Angelic harmonies ; the earth, the air 
Resounded, (thou remeniber'st, 'for thou heard'«f) 
The heav'ns and all the constellations rung. 
The planets in their station, Hst'rfng stood. 
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant. 
Open, ye evctlastmg gates, they sung ; 
Open, ye Tieav'ns, yo\Mr Hviug doors ; let in 
•*^ The gi^?rt Creator from his work return 'd 
Magnificent, his six days work, a world ! 

I cannot conclude this book upon the creation, 
without mentioning a poem which hm iMeif aj^peaf- 
ed under that title, (ff) The work was undertaken 
with so good ah intention, and is executed with 
so great a mastery, that it deserves.to be looked upon 
as one of the most useful and noble productions 
in our English verfe. The reader ceimot but 
he pleased to find the depths of philosophy enHreoeii 
With all the charms of poetry, and to see so great a 
strength of reason amidst so beautiful a redundancy 
. of the imagination. The author has shewn us ths^ 
design in all the works of nature, which necessarily 
leads us to the knowledge of its first cause. la 
short, he has illustrated, by numberless and incontes«> 
table instances, that divine wisdom, which the son of 
Sirach has so nobly ascribed to the Supreme Being 
in his formation of the world, when he tells us, that 
he created -her^ andwwher^ and numbered her ^ and 
fioured her out ufion aU hi9 'WQrk9* L 
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No. 340. MONDAY, MARCH 31, 1712. 

BT STEELE. 

QuU nonut hie mutrit tucceuit €edibut hoMpe* S 
Qutm i€9€ ore/ereiu / quam/orti pectore et armu / 

^ Yi&G. i£a.4.Y. 1(V 

What chief is this that yisits us from far,- 
Whose gallant mien bespeaks him train'd to war. 

X TAKE it to be the highest instance of a noble mincb 
to bear great qoalities without discovering in a man's 
behavior any consciousness that he is superior to the 
xest of the world. Or, to say it otherwise, it is the 
duty of a great person to deme«Mi himself, as that, 
whatever endowments he may have, he may appear to 
value himself upon no qualities but such as any noan 
may arrive at ; he ought to think no man valuable but 
for his public spirit, justice, and integrity ; and Idl 
other endowments to be esteemed only a9 they con- 
tribute to the exerting those virtues. Such a man, if 
h^ is^wisc or valiant, knows it is of no consideration 
to other men that he is so, but as he employs those 
high talents^ for their use and service. He who affects 
the applauses and addresses of a multitude, or as- 
sumes to himself a pre-eminence upon any other con- 
sideration, must soon turn admiration into contempt- 
It is certain, that there can be no merit in any man 
who is not conscious of it; but the sense that it is va- 
luable only according to the application of it, mafces 
that superiority amiable, which would otherwise be 
invidious. In this light it is considered as a {hing in 
which every man bears a share : it annexes the ideas 
of dignity, power, and fame, in an agreeable and fami- 
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liar manneri to him who is possessor of it ; and all 
men who are strangers to him are naturally incited to 
indulge a curiosity in beholding the person, beha- 
vior, feature, and shkpe of him, in whose character, 
perhaps, each man had formed something in common 
with himself. Whether such, ortmy other, are the 
causes, all men have a yearning curiosity to behold a 
man of heroic worth ; and I have had many letters 
from all parts of this kingdom, that request I would 
give them an exact account of the statui*e, the mien, 
the aspect, of the Prince who lately visited England, 
and has done such wonders for the liberty of Europe. 
(No. 341.) It would puzzle the most curious to form 
to himself the sort of man my several correspondents 
expect to hear of, by the action mentioned, when they 
desire a description of him; there is always some-, 
thing that concerns themselves, and growing out of 
their own circumstances in all their enquiries. A 
friend of mine in Wales beseeches me to be very ex- 
act in my account of that wonderful man who had 
marched an army and all its baggage over the Alps ; 
and, if possible, to l^am whether the peasant who 
shewed him the way, and is drawn in the map, be yet 
living. A gentleman from the university, who is 
deeply intent on the study of humanity, desires me to 
be as pardcular, if I had an opportunity, in obsemng 
the whole interview between his Highness and our 
(ate General. Thus do men's fancies work according 
to their several educations and circumstances ; but all 
pay a respect, mixed with admiration, to this illus- 
trious character. I have waited for his arrival in Hol- 
land, before I would let my correspondents know that 
I have not been so uncurious a spectator as not to 
have seeiiij'rince Eugene. It would be very difficult,. 
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as I ssdd just Bow^ to answer erery fJxpo^tatHiii qf 
those who have written to me on that head ; nor is k 
possible for me to find words to let one know what m 
artful glance there is in his countenance who surpri- 
sed Cremona ; how daring he appears who forced the 
trenches at Turin : but, in general, I can say, that he 
whp beholds him, will easily expect from lam any 
thing that is to be imagined or executed by th6 wit or 
force of man. The Prince is of that stature w^ch 
makes a man most easily become all parts of exercise^ 
has height to be graceful on occasions of state and 
ceremony, and no less adapted for agility and despatch : 
his aspect is erect and composed : his eye litcly and 
thoughtful, yet rather vigilant than sparkling; his ac-* 
tion and address the most easy imaginable, and his 
behavior in an assembly peculiarly graceful, in a cer- 
tain art of mixing insensibly with the rest and becom- 
ing ime of the company, instead of receiving the 
courtship of it. The shape of his person, and compo- 
sure of his limbs, are rem^O'kablyexaet and beautiful. 
There is in his look something sublime, which does 
not seem to arise from his quaUty or character, but 
the innate disposition of his mind. It is apparent that 
he suffers the presence of much company ^ instead of 
taking delight in it ; and he appeared in public, ||hile 
with us, rather to return good-will, or satisfy curi- 
osity, than to gratify any taste he himself had of being 
popular. As his thoughts are never tumultuous in 
danger, they are as litde discomposed <m occasions 
of pomp and magnificence: a great soul is affected^ 
in either case, no further than in considering the pro- 
perest methods to extricate itself from them. If this 
hero has the strong incentives to uncommcm enter* 
prizes that were remarkable in Alex»^er,«he prosc- 
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cutes and enjoys the fame of them with the justnessj 
propriety^ and good sense of Caeaar. It is easy to ob- 
serve in him a mind as capable of being entertained 
with contempUUon as enterprise ; a mind ready for 
g^reat exploits^ but not impatient for occasions to ex- 
ert itself. The Prince has wisdom and valor in as 
high perfection as man can enjoy it : which noble fa- 
culties in conjunction banish all vain glory, ostenta- 
tion, ambition, and all other vices which migl^ in- 
trude upon his mind to make it uuequal. These ha- 
bits and qualities of soul and body render this person- 
9^e so extraordinary, that he appears to have nothing 
m him but what every man should have in him, the 
exertion of his very self, abstracted from the circum- 
stances in which fortune has placed him^ Thus, 
were you to see Prince Eugene, and were told he was 
a private gentlemen, you would say he is ^ man 
of modesty and merit : should you be told that was 
Prince Eugene, he would be diminished no otherwise^ 
than that part of your distant admiration would turn 
into Dwmliaf good-will. This I thomght fit to enter- 
lun my reader with, concerning an hero who never 
was equalled but by one man ; (a) over whom also h» 
has this advantage, that he has had an opportunity to 
BMi&st an esteem for him in his adversity. T 
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No. 341. TUESDAY, APRIL I, 1712. 

tiT MR. £. BUDGELL. 

^^^Revocate aniniM, rtufttumque ttmorefit 

^-^-'--JiBttitt. ViRG. JEn. 1. V. 20 6» 

Resume your courage, and dismiss your fear. Drtden. 

Jtl AVING, to oblige my correspondent Physibulus, 
printed his letter last Friday, in relation to die new 
epilogue ; he cannot take it amiss, if I now publish 
another, which I have just received from a gentle- 
man who does not agree with him in his sentiments 
upon that matter. 

«Sim, 
^ ^ I am amazed to find an epilogue attacked in your 
last Friday^s paper, which has been so g^nerallf 
applauded l^ the town, and received such honors as 
were never before given to any in an English theatre. 

*< The audience would not permit Mrs. Oldfield to 
go off the sti^e the first night till she had repeated it 
twice ; the second night the noise of ancora was 
as loud as before, and she was again obliged to speak 
it twice : the third night it was still called iw a seccmd 
time ; and, in short, contrary to all other epilogues, 
which are dropt after the third representation of the 
play, this has already been repeated nine times. 

^ I must own I atn the more surprised to find this 
censure in opposition to the whole town, in a paper 
which has hitherto been &mous for the candor of its 
criticisms. 

<* I can by no means allow your melancholy corres- 
pondeoty that the new epilogue is unnatural because 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



1 



No. 341. THE SPECTATOR. los 

it is gay. If 1 had a mind to be learned, I could tell 
him that the t>rologue and epilogue were real parts 
of the ancient tragedy; but every one knows that 
on the British stage they are distinct performances by 
themselves, pieces entirely detached from the play, 
and no way essential to it. 

"The moment the phy ends, Mrs. Oldfield is 
no more Andromache, but Mrs. Oldfield ; and though 
the poet had left Andromache stone-dead upon the 
stagcj as your ingenious correspondent phrases it, 
Mrs. Oldfield might still have spoke a merry epi- 
logue. We have an instance of this in a tragedy 
where tiiere is not only a death but a martyrdom. St 
Catherine was there personated by NellGwins she 
iies Mtone-dead upon the 9tage^ but, upon those gen- 
tlemen's offering to remove her body, whose business 
it is to carry off* the slain in our Engli^ tragedies, 
she breaks out into that abrupt beginning of what was 
very ludicrous, but at the same time th^Kught a very 
•good, epilogue : 

'* Hold, are you mad ? you damn'd confounded doj^ 
** I am to rise and speak the epilogue. 

<^ This diverting manner was always practised:j|)y 
Mr. Dryden, who, if he was not the best writer of tra'> 
gedies in his time, was allowed by every one to have 
the happiest turn for a prologue oi: an epilogue. . The 
epilogues to Cleomenes, Don Sebastian, the Duke of 
Gui^e, Aurengzebe, and Xiove Tcium^umt,. are all 
precedents of this nature. 

"I might further justify this practice Xxf^ that 
excellent epilogue wMch. was spoken a &w yesirs 
since, after the tragedy of Phaedra and .HippoUtua; 
[a) with a ^r^at s^apy oti^er^ in wlnck tb^Mitters. 
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fha^^e «Qdf avored tp make the audienci^ meriy. If 
they have not all succeeded so well as the writer 
4)f this, they have however shown that it was Bdt for 
want of gpod-will. 

<< I must further ohserve, that the gaiety iTf it tnay 
be still the more proper, as it is ait thread of a French 
play J since evaty one knows tha(t nation, who are ge- 
nerally esteemed to have as polite a taste «s anf 
in.Europe, always clpse thetr tn^ic jKotertatiUDiieiits 
with what they call VL^eUtefdfcti which is pnrpoself 
d^signed to raise mirth, and send away the audience 
yrell pleaded* The sanie person who has supported 
tte chief Asharacter in the tragedy, very often ^ye 
ilwr princip^ part in thefittiu fttctt ; so that I have 
4Ryself seen at. Paris, Orestes and Lubia acted the 
•amfi night by the same man. 

*<Tragi<comedy, indeed, you have yoin^lf m a 
former speculation found fiiult with very justiy^ 
because it breaks the tide of the passions idiiie they 
are yet flowing ; but this is nothing at all to ^e pre- 
sent case, where they have already had their full 
course. Nos. 324, 332, 34r. 

« As the new epilogue is written conformably to 
the practise of our best poets, so it is not such an 
one, which, as the Duke of Buckingham says in his 
fieheanaiy might serve for any other play ; but wholly 
rises ovt of the occurrences of the piece it was com** 
posed for. 

« The only reason your mournful correspondent 
gives against this facedoua tfdhguty as he calls it, is, 
that he has a rn^d t^ go home meHanck^iy* I wish 
the gentleman wMtf not be more grave than wise. 
For my own j^«rt, I must codess I think it very suf- 
ficient tohav« the angidsh c^a fictkious piece remain 
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iiponme'while ft& reptetfrfnttog*) tmf I We t0 Wseht 
faomtie to bed in » goed k^ttum If Phy^ibiHtii^ i§ h«^^ 
erer resol^dtb beiffeotwi4sit»liV cmd fldt tthhar^ hilf 
tears .drf«4l^^ lie' iitf^id 6*1^ ettttlfihtie Ws dtt ctis^ 
toiity and trhcti lie kail hadbk Ayf'cr6#ti''s wortly 
oCso^o^9 slink' cWt'b6lbi^l9t&epiI6g4i^b^g$iM; ' 

" It is pleasant enough to hear tfeift*'€!^feaa?g6ttiWtt' 
cottiFpkdAitig of'tbei^wwr jrt«*p«<jr/sMiPd»«aee^ Klid 
didfte h»m* What ii%^ tia« ? Wfty, sie fi^de Mht^ 
Uug*. The pi(»#' gfettfleitidtt'd^ stfiferfttg^ptit itfe iii 
mind of Harlequin's case, who was tickled to de^tfr« 
He tells us soon afler^ tttnott^b^ic ^ifUitl nUstake of 
sorrow for rage, that duri% th^ ii^ho^ itetifii^ he itan 
s9vWY^trf^ tbatk^tlitokdheob^dffifaTe atliri^d 
haifascane <^ tfye ^irttBtM^h^^^fe hifthe ^xce*a of his 
giief.' I cssAtit but' lodk upoft It as^ ah hfeippy^ a^-^ 
cidenf, that aiitilaii Whe ifrso bloody^^nAiiided in Ms af- 
ftctioo, was dttertedlfroift this fit of dtitrttgeous ihc- 
lancholy. The valor of this- gewtlemaw in hisdistresii 
brings to one's memory the Knight tf the sorrowful 
Countenance^ who l^s-idbKlUt hikvat stlch an unmer^ 
ciful rate in an* ol4 romafice. 1 shi&ll readily grant 
him that hi»'souH ^^ he Mnmelf says, * would have 
made a very^ riditulous figure, had it quitted the 
body, and descended to the poetical shades,' in such 
an encounter. 

*< As to his conceit of tacking a tragic head with a 
comic tally in order to refresh the audience^ it is such 
a piece of jargon^ that I don't know what to make 
of it. 

" The elegant writer makes a very sudden transi- 
tion from the playhouse to the church, and from 
thence to the gallows. 
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^As foi^ what relates to the church, he is of 
opinion, that these ejulogues have given occasion to. 
to those < merry jigs from the (urgan loft, whichhave 
dissipated those good thoughts and dispositions he 
hi^ found in himself and the rest of the pew, upon 
the sm£;]ng of two staves culled out hy the judicious 
and diligent cIcHl.* 

^ He fetches his next thought from Tyburn ; and 
seems very apprehensive lest there should h^pen 
any innovations in the tj%ge^s of his friend Paul 
Lorrain. 

<< In the mean time, Sir^ this gloomy writer, who is 
so mightily scandalized at a gay epilogue after a 
serious play, ^>eaking of the £»te of those unhappy 
wretches who are condenmed to suffer an ignomini-. 
ous death by the .justice of our laws, endeavors 
to make the reader merry on. so imprc^r an occa- 
sion, by those poor burlesque expressions of tragical 
dramas and monthly performances* 
^ I am) Sir, 

" with g^-eat resp^t, 
<< Your moat obedient, 
^ v^out humble servant, 
X << PhUiOMeidss/'^ 
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No. 342. WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 1712. 

BT STEELE. 

JuttitU partes tuntnonmhlare homines s verecumii^jwt oftn^* 
dere. TuiLc , 

^istice consists in doing ^no injury to m6n : decent^ is jgprvin^ 
them no offence. 

.ArS regard to decenqr is a great rule of life in ge- 
neral, but more especially to be consulted by the fe- 
male world, I cannot overlook the following letter 
which describes an egregious offendej!. 

**Mr. Spectator, 

•* I was this day looking over your papers, and 
reading in that of Deceniber the 6th, with great de- 
light, the anuiCble giief of Asteriafbr the absence of her 
husband. It threw me into a great deal of reflection. 
I cannot say 1>ut this arose very much from the 
circumstances of my own life, who am a soldier, and 
expeet every day to receive orders which will oblige 
me to leave betiind me a wife that is very dear to me,* 
and Ohat very deservedly, ^he is at present, I am 
sure^ no way below your Asteriafor conjugal affec- 
tion: but I see the behavior of some women so little 
suited to the circumstances wherein my wife and 
I shall soon be, that it is with a reluctance I never 
knew before I am going to my duty. What puts me 
to present psdn, is the example of a young lady, 
whose story you shall have as well as I can give 
it you. Hortensius, an officer of good rank in her 
Majesty's service, happened in a certain part of Eng- 
land to be brought to n country gentleman's house, 
where he was received with that more than ordinary 
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welcome, with which men of domekic lives entertain* 
such few soldiers whom a miUtarj life, from the va- 
riety of adventures, has not rendered over-bearing, 
but humane, easy, and agreeable* Hortenuus staid 
here some time, and had easjr access at all hours, as 
well as unavoidable conversation at some parts of the 
^ with the beautiful Syl vaoa, the gentleman's daugh^ 
ter. People who live in cities are wondei^llf 
struck with every little country abode they see whei^ 
th^y take the air; and it is natural to fancy they cQuId 
Hve in every neat cottage (by which they pass) much 
happier than in their present circumstances. The tur- 
bulent way of life which Hortensius was used to, made 
him reflect with much satisfaction on all the advanta- 
ges of a sweet retreat one day ; and among the rest, 
you*ll think it not Improbable, it might.enter i^to his 
thought, that such a woman as Sy Ivana would consum- 
mate the happiness. The world is so debauched with 
mean considerations, that Hortensius knew it would 
be received as an act of generosity^ if he asked for a 
woman of the highest merit, without further que^* 
tions, of a parent who had nothing to add to her per- 
gonal qualifications. The wedding was celebrated at 
her father's house; when that was over, the gene-r 
rous husband did not proportion his provisiou 
for her to the circumstances of her fortune, but con- 
sidered his wife as his darling) his pride^ and his va- 
nity ; or rather that it was in the woman he had choseu 
that a man of sense could shew pride or vanity with 
ah excuse, and therefore adorned her with rick 
habits and valuable jewels^ He did not however 
omit to admonish her that he did his very utmost itn 
tiiiis; that it was an ostentation he could not be guilty 
of but to a woman he had so much ple^isure itt> desi- 
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'tixighetto conadeTitassuch ; anxibcggcdof hcral^o 
to take these matters rightly, and befiere the gems, 
the gowns, the laces, would still become her better, if 
faeraif and behavior wxts such, that it might appear 
she dressed thus rather in compliance to his humor 
that way, than out of any value she herself had for the 
trifles. To this lesson, too hard for a woman, Hor- 
tensius added, that she must be stire to stay with her 
friends in the country til! his return. As soon as 
Hortcnsius departed, Sylrana saw iti her looking 
glass, that the love Ire conceived for her Was wholly 
owing to the accident of seeing her ; and she Mms^ con^ 
vinced it was only her misfortune the r^st of mankind 
fcad not beheld her, or men o€ mudi |freat6r quaiity 
todmetit hadccmtendedforoR^fifO ^ettt^e6l> theugk 
bred in obticurity : so very nitty, though never ac* 
quainted with court or town. She therefore resolved 
not to hide so much cxccHencc from the world, but> 
trithottt any regard to the absence of tht <host gene^* 
totts man alive^ she is now the gayest lady about tldi 
tbwn, and has shut out the thoughts of herhitoband 
by a constant retinue of the vaineit young fellowd 
ihi^age hasi produced ; to enteitate whom, she 8<|iian^ 
ders away all HortenMus is able to a^ppiy her witih, 
tiiough that supply is purchased with no less dffienlty 
than the hazard of his life. 

** Now, Mr. Sfieciatorj would it not be a Work be- 
toming your office to treat this crimmid ^ she de- 
aerres ? Tott jshoukl give it the severest reiediOM 
jrou can : you should tell wemeny that ^ey afe niore 
accountafoie for behavior in absent than after dtatlu 
The dead are nbt ctishonored by their I6titiea: the H^ 
Ting may retiN^f end be laughed at by empty fo|>s, who 
win iKtt failto tiipft iate ridicule the good nun who is 
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so unseasonable as to be still alive> and come and 
spoil good compan7. 

«Iam,Sir, 
<< Your most obedient bumble servant.'* 

All strictness of behavior is so unmepcifulljr 
laughed at in our age, that the other much worse ex- 
tTjBme is the more common folly. But let any woman 
consider which of the two offences an husband would 
the miM^ easily forgive, that of being less entertain- 
ing than she could to please company^ or raising the 
desires of the whole room to his disadvantage -^ and 
she wiU easily be able to form her conduct. We have 
indeed carried women's characters too much into 
public life, and you shall see them now-a-days affect a 
son of fjMne : but I cannot help venturing to disobliges 
them for their service, by telling thent that the ut, 
most of a woman's character is contained in (domestic 
life ; she is blameable or praiseworthy according as 
her carriage affects the house of her father or her 
husband. AH sbc has to do in this world is- contained 

' ^rithin the duties of a daughter, a sister, ii wife,, and 
a mother ; all these may be well performed, though 
a lady should not be the very finest woman at an opera 
or an assembly. They are likewise consistent with a 
moderate share of wit, a plain dress, and a modest air. 
But when the very brains of the sex are turned, and 
they place their ambition on circumstances, wherein 
to. .expel is no addition to what is truly commendable,, 
where ca^ this end, but, as it frequently does, in their 
placing 9II their industry, pleasure, and ambition, on 

' things which wi|l natui*ally make the gratifications of 
life last, at best, no longer than yputh and good for- 
tune ? And when we ccwsid^r the leastjjl c<9ise%uence 
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it can be no less than looking on their own condition 
as years advance, with a disrelish of life, and Cedling 
into contempt of their own persons^ or being the de- 
rision of others. Qut when they consider themselves 
as they ought, no other than an additional part of the 
species (for their own happiness and-comfort, as well 
as that of those for whom.they were bom,) their am- 
bition to excel will be directed accordingly ; and they 
will in no part of theii: lives want opportunities of be- 
ing shining ornaments to their fathers, husbands, bro- 
thers, or children. . T 



No. 341 THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 1712. 
BY ADnisoir. 

^"'^Errat, et ilUnc 
Bu€ venit, kinc illuc, et quottibet occupat artut 
Spiritui : eque feris humana in corpora transit, 
Inque Jeras noste r 

Pythag. ap; Ovid. Metam. 1. 15. v. 165. 
•— >— All Idling^ are hot altier*dt nothing dies^ 
And here and there th' unbody'd spirit flles» 
By time» or force, or sickness dispossess'd. 
And lodges where it lights, in man or beast. Drys^x. 

W^ILL HONEYCOMB, who loves to shew upoii 
occasion all the little learning he. has picked tip, 
t(^ us yesterday at the club, Uiat he thougiit there 
might be a great' deal said lor the traiismigradon 
of souls, and that the eastern parts of the world 
belieyed in that doctrine to this day. Sir Paul 
Rycaut, says hfe, gires us an account of several well- 
disposed Mahometans that purchase the freedopa of 
any little bird they see confined to a cage, and think 
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they merit as much by it, as We sboiild do here 
bf ransoming anj of ottr countrymen from their cap- 
tivity at Algiers. You must know^ (says WiH) the 
Teason is, because they consider erery animal as 
a brother or sister in disguise, and Iherefbre thinly 
themselves obliged to extend their charity to them, 
though under such mean circumstances. They'll 
tell you, (says WHf) that Ae soul of a man, when he 
dies, immediately passes into the body of another 
man, or of some brute, wMch he resembled in his 
humor, or his fortune, when he was one of us. 

As I was wondering what this profusion of learning 
would end in, WiU told us that Jack Freelove, who 
was a fellow of whim^ made love to one of those la- 
dies who throw away all their fondness on par- 
rots, monkeys, and lap-dogs. Upon going to pay her 
a visit one morning, he writ a very fine epistle upon 
this hint. Jack (says he) was conducted into the par- 
lor, where he diverted himself for some time with her 
favorite monkey, which was chained in one of the 
windows; till at length observing a pen and ink 
lie by him, he writ the following letter to Ids misU>esS| 
in the person of the monkey; and upon her not 
coming down so soon as he expected, lefi: it in 
the window, and went about his business. 
; The lady soon after coming into the parlor, and see- 
ing her monkey look upon a paper with great earnest- 
ness, took it up, and to this day is in some doubt (says 
WUI9) whether it was written by Jack or the mofijk^^ 

• * i 

<*Not having the gift of speech, II have a Utilg 
time wsdted in vain for an opportunity of Snaking my* 
self knowQ to you ;,a|id having at present the owivc* 
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Biencieft of peiiyiaki and pi^^r^ by me, I gladly take 
the otcanon of g^nng you nqr histpry in wridng, 
vhkli I could not do by word of mouth. You mutt 
Juiow, Madam) thatabout athousahd years ago I was an 
Indian Bra^lynany and versed in all those mysterious 
secrets which your European philosopher, called 
PyAiagcNras, is said to have learned from our fraterw 
tdty* I had so ingratiated myself by my gireat skill 
in the occult sciences with a daemon whom I used to 
converse with, that he promised to grant me whatever 
I should ask of him. I desired that my soul might 
never pass into the body of a brute creature ; but this 
he told me was not in his power to grant me. I then 
begged that into whatever creature I should chance 
to transmigrate, I should still retain my memory, and 
be conscious that I was the same person who lived in 
different animals. This he told me was within his 
power, and accordingly promised, on the word of a 
dsemon, that he would grant me what I desired^ 
From that time forthi lived so very unblameably, that 
I was made president of a college of Bhichmans; an 
office which I discharged with great integrity until 
the day of niy dpath. 

M I was then shuffled into another human body, And 
acted my part so, very well in it that I became first 
minister to a .prince who reigne^ upon the banks of 
the Qanges. I here lived in great honor for several 
jrears, but by degrees lost all the innocence of the 
Bmchmaa, being obliged to rifle and oi^ress the 
peo|de to enrich my sover^gnt till at length I 
became so odious, that my master, to recover his 
credit with his subjects, shot me through the heart 
with an arrow as I was one day addressing myself to 
him at the head of his army. 
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<*Upon niy next rea^oye I ibimd niyiolf in tkc 
woods, under the shape of ajs^kal, and soonUsted 
myself in the service of a Uon. I used to yelp near 
his den about midnight) which was his time of rou**' 
zing and seeking after his prey. He alyaya followed 
me in the rear, and when I had run down a fat bupk^ 
a wild goat, or an hare, after he had feasted very plen^ 
tifully upon it himself, would now and then throw me 
a bone that was but half picked for my encou-? 
ragement; but upon my being unsuccessful in 
two or three chases, he gav^ me such a confiounded 
gripe in his anger, that I, died of it. ^ 

<< In my next transmigration I was again set upon 
two legs, and became an Indian tax-gatherer; but 
having been guilty of great extravagancies, and be«* 
ing married to an expensive jade of a. wife, I ran sd 
cursedly in debt, that I durst not show my head. I 
could no sooner step out of my house, but I was 
arrested by some body or other ^at lay in wait for me: 
As I ventured alMroad one night in the du^ of 
the evening^, I was taken up and hurried into a dun- 
geon, where I died a few months a£ter. 

^^ My soul then entered into a flying fish^ and in that 
^itate led a moat melancholy life for the space of six^ 
years. Several fishes of pr^ pursued me. whe» 
I was in the water ; and if I betook .myself to my 
wings, it was ten to one but I hada flock of birds am-; 
ing at me. As I was one day flying amidst a fleet of 
English ships, I observed a huge sea-gull whet- 
ting his bill and hovering just over ray head: upon 
my dipping into the water to avokl him, I fell into liie 
mouth of a monstrous shark that swallowed ine down 
in an instant. 
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"I was some years afterwards, to my great surprize 
an eminent banker in Lombard-Street; and remem- 
bering how I had formerly suffered W want of 
money, became so very sordid and avaricious, that the 
whole town CMed shame of me. I was a miserable 
fittle old fellow to look upon, for I had, in a manner^ 
starved myself, and was nothing but skin and bone 
when I died. 

^l was afterwards very much troubled and amazed 
to find myself dwindled into an emmet I was hear* 
tily concerned to make so insignificant a figure, 
and did hot Jmow but some time or other I might be 
reduced to a mite if I did not mend my manners. J^ 
therefore applied myself with great diligence to the 
offices that were allotted me, and was generally 
looked u^n as the notablest ant in the whole mole« 
hill. I was at last picked up, as I was groaning 
under a burden, by an unlucky cock-sparrow that 
lived in the neighborhood, and had before made 
greaf depredations upon our commonwealth. 

^ I then bettered my condition a little, aiKd lived a 
whole summer in the shape of a bee ; but being tired 
with the painful and penuriouis life I had undergone 
in my two last transmigrations, I fell into the other 
extreme, and turned drone. As I one day headed a 
party to plunder an hive, we were received so warm- 
ly by the swarm which defended it, that we were most 
of us left dead upon the spot. 

** I might tell you of many other transmigrations 
which I went through ; how I was a town-rake, and 
afterwards did penance in a bay gelding for ten years ; 
as also how I was a tailor, a shrimp, and a tom- 
tit. In the last of these my shapes I was shot in the 
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CbHstma& holidays by a ydting jackana]>e$^ t^ho 
would ftocd* lay his new pm tipon ttie. 

<< But I i^all pass over th6«6 and seveml 6thtf iUM- 
ges of life, to remind yott of Ute youft^ beau 1*** 
mode lote to you aboot m years since. Tw 
may remember, rnadacm, hotrbe masked, and daneed, 
ftnd sufig, and played a tfaousaad trick* to gain you | 
,and how he was at last carried off by a eold that 
he got under your window one night in a serenade. 
I was that unfortunate young fellow to whom you were 
then so cruel. Not lon§^ alter my shifting diat unlucky 
body, I found myself upon a Mil in i&tiiiopia^ idiere 
I lired in my present grotesque shapes till I Wa« 
caught by a servant of the English factory, and sent 
over into Great-Britain. I need not inform yon hovf 
I came into your hands. You see, madlun, thid 
is not the first time tl^ you have had me in a^chsuif 
1 am, howcTcr, very happy In this my csptintyi 
as you often bestow on me those kisses md careBseH 
which I would have giv^i the world for when I was 
a man : i hope this discoTery of my person will not 
tend to my disadvantage, but that 3roii inU stiU contk 
Bue your accustomed &vors to 

<< Your most devoted Inimble setvant^ 

<<P. S, I would advise your little shock-dog to 
keep out of my way ; for^ as I look upon him to be the 
most formidable of my rivals, I may chance one time 
or other to give him such a snap as he won't IUlo/' 
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Ne. 344. FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 17.13. 

BY sT££z.a. From the Letter-box. 

— ■ J n 9olo Vivendi causa palato est. 

Jvv, Sat. It V. 11, 
8uc1i» whose sole bliss is eating; irho can give 
Butthat one brutal reason why tiiey Ore. 

CoJiCBa^^sju 

* ' I THINK it has Bot jretfiOleii into your wa^'to dis* 
course on littk ainbitioa, or the many whimsical wi^ 
men &11 into to distinguish themaelvet among their 
acquaintance. Such obaermtioas, well jmrsued, 
would make a pretty history of low life.. I myself am 
got into a great reputation> which arose (as most ex^ 
traordinary occurrences in a man's life seem to do) 
from a mere accident. I was some days ago unfortu- 
nately engaged amcmg a set of gentlemen) who es>- 
teem a man aceording to the quantity of food he 
throws down at a meal. Now I, who am never for 
distinguishing myself according to the notions of su- 
periority which the rest of the company entertain]^ ate 
so immoderately for their applause, as had like to 
have cost me my life. What added to my misfortune 
wtas, that having naturally a good stomach, and having 
lived soberly for some time, my body was as well pre- 
pared for t^s contention as if it had been by appoint- 
ment. I had quickly vanquished every glutton in the 
Qpmpany but one, who was such a prodigy in his way, 
and withal so very merry during the whole entertaiiv- 
ment, that he inse(nsibly betrayed me to continue )U3 
competitor, whicl^, in a little timei concluded in a 
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complcat victory over my rival ; after which, byway 
of insult^ I at£ a considerable proportion beyond 
what the spectators thought me obliged in honor 
to do. The effect, however, of this engagement has 
made m6 resolve never to eat more for renown; and 
I havei j>ur8uant to this resolution, compounded three 
wagers I had depending on the strength of my sto- 
mach ; which happened very luckily, because it was 
stipulated in our articles either to play or pay. How 
a man of common sense could he thus engaged, is 
hard to determine ; but the occasion of this is, to de«^ 
sire you to inform several g^ttons 6f my acquaint- 
anoe, who look upon me with envy, that they had best 
moderate their ambition in time, lest infamy or death 
attend their success. I forgot to tell you. Sir, with 
what unspeidLable pleasure I received the acclama- 
tions and applause of the whole board, when I had al« 
most ate my antagonist into convulsions; it was then 
that I returned his mirth upon him with such success 
as he was hardly able to swallow, though prompted 
by a desire of fame, and a passionate fondness for dis- 
tinction. I had not endeavored to excel so far, had 
not the company been so loud in their approbation of 
my victory. I don't question but the same thirst after 
glory has often caused a man to drink quarts without 
taking breath, and prompted men to many other as 
difficult enterprizes^ which, if otherwise pursued, 
might turn very much to a man^s advantage. This 
ambition of niine was indeed extravs^^tly pursued; 
however I can't help observing, that you hardly -ever 
sefi a man commended for a good stomach, but he im- 
mediately falls to eatmg more (though he had before 
dined,) as well to confirm the person that commended 
him in his good opinion of him, as to convince any 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



No. 94*. THE SPECTATOR. 121 

other at the table, who may have been inattentive 
enough not to have done justice to his character. 
«Iam, Sir, 

^« Your most humble servant, 

"Epicuee Mammon." 

^Mr. Spectator, 
** I have written to you three or four times, to de- 
sire you would take notice of an impertinent custom 
the women, the fine women, have lately fallen into of 
taking snuff. This silly trick is attended with such a 
coquette air in some ladies, and such a sedate mascu* 
line one in others, that 1 cannot tell which most to com- 
plain of; but they are to me equally disagreeable. 
Mrs. Saunter is so impatient of being without it, that 
she takes it as often as she does salt at meals ; and as 
she affects a wonderful ease and negligence in all her 
manners, an upper lip mixed with snuff and the sauce 
is what is presented, to the observation of all who 
have the honor to eat with her. The pretty creature 
her niece does all she can to be as disagreeable as 
her aunt ; and if she is not as offensive to the eye, she 
is quite as much to the ear, and makes up all she 
wants in a confident air, by a nauseous rattle of the 
nose when the snuff is delivered, and the fingers 
make the stops and closes on the nostrils. This, 
perhaps, is not a very courtly image in speaking of 
ladies : that is very true ; but where arises the of- 
fence ? Is it in those who commit, or those who ob- 
serve it ? As for my part, I have been so extremely 
^sgusted with this filthy physic hanging on the lip, 
that the most agreeable conversation, or person, has 
not been able to make up. for it. As to those who 
take it'fbr no other end but to give themselves occa-» 
yoL.VL H CoooIp 
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sion for prettf actioii> or to fill up fittle iiitervids 
of discourse, I can bear with diem ; but then lliej 
must not use it when another is speaking, who ought 
to be heard with too much re^>ect, to admit of offer- 
ing at that time from hand to hand the snuff-box. 
But Flavilla is so far taken with her behavior in this 
kind, that she pulls out her box (whft^ is indeed full 
of good Brazil) in the middle of the sermon; and to 
shew she has the audacity of a well-bred woman, she 
offers it to the men as well cs the wcMuen who sit 
near her : but since by this time, sdl the world knows 
she has a fine hand, I am in hopes she may give her- 
self no further trouble in this matter. On Simday 
was sennight, when they came about for the offer- 
ing, she gave her chaiity with a very good air, but at 
the same time asked the church-warden, if he would 
take a pinch. Pray, Sir, tiiink of the^ things in 
time, and you will oblige. Sir, 
T « Your most humble servant.** 

No. 345. SATURDAY, APRHu 5, 1712. 

BT AD0ISOK. 

Sanctiu9 hi* ammai, mentUque capaciut uka^ 

Deerat adhue, et quod dominari in aeura potnt, 

J^atut homo et t ' ■ Ovid. Met. lib. 1. v. 76^ 

A creature of a more exalted kind 

Was wanting yet, and then was man design'd ; 

Conscious of thought, of more capacious Ineast, 

Fop empire formed, and fit to rule the rest Dxtdbit. 

1 HE accounts Vhich Raphael gives of the battle 
of angelsi and the creation of the wmid^ have in them 
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those qualifications which the critics judge requisite 
to an episode ; they are nearly related to the principal 
action^ and have just connection with the fleible. 

The eighth book opens with a beautiful description 
of the impression which this discourse of the arch« 
angel Blade on our first parents. Adam afterwards, by 
a Tcry natural curiosityi enquires concerning the mo- 
tions of those celestial bo<Ues which make the most 
glorious appearance among the six days' work. The 
poet herC) with a great deal of art, represents Eye as 
withdrawing from this part of their ccHiversation, to 
aaiusements more suitable to her sex. He well knew 
that the epi3ode in this book) which is filled with 
Adam's account of his passion and esteem for Evci 
would have been improper for her hearing) and has 
therefore devised very just and beautiful reasons for 
her retiring. 

So spake our sire, and by his countenance seem'd 
Bnt'ring on studious thoughts abstruse : which Eve 
Perceiving, where she sat, retired in sight, 
"With lowliness majestie, from her seat. 
And grace that won who taw to wish her stay. 
Rose, and went forth among her finiits and flow'rs* 
To visit how they prosper'd, bud, and bloom. 
Her nursery : they at her coming sprung. 
And touch'd by her fair tendance gladlier grew. 
Tet went she not, as not with such discourse 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was big^ ; such pleasure ihe reterv'd • 
Adam relating^ she sole auditress ( 
Her husband the relater she preferr'd 
Before the angel, and of him to ask 
Chose rather : he, she knew, would intermix 
Gratef^ digressions, and solve high dispute 
VTA coDjugal caresses s from his Hj^ 
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Not words alone plets'd her. O ! niiieii meet now 
Such pairs, in lore and mutual honor joii^d I 

The angel's returning a doubtful answer to Adsmv's 
enquiries, was not only proper for the moral rea- 
son which the poet assigns, but because it would have 
been highly absurd to have g^ven the sanction of an 
archangel to any particular system of philosophy. 
The chief points in the Ptolemaic and Copemican 
hypothecs are described with great conciseness and 
perspicuity, and at the same time dressed in very 
pleasing and poetical inaages^ 

Adam, to detain the angel, enters afterwards upon 
his own history, and relates to him the circumstancei^ 
in which he found himself upon his creation ; as also 
his conversation with his Maker, and his first meet- 
ing with Eve. There is^o part of the poem more apt 
to raise the attention of the reader than this dis- 
course of our great ancestor ; as nothing can be more 
surprising and delightfuFto us, than to hear the sen- 
timents that arose in the first man while he was 
yet new and fresh from the hands of his Creator. 
The poet has Interwoven every thing which is deli* 
vered upon this subject in holy writ, with so many 
beautiful imaginations of his own, that nothing can be 
conceived more just and natural than this whole epi- 
sode. As our author knew this subject could not but 
be agreeable to his reader, he would not throw it into 
the relation df the six d^ys* work, but reserved it for 
a distinct episode, that he might have an opportunity 
of expatiating upon it more at large. Before I enter on 
this part of the poem, I cannot but take notice of two 
shining passages in the dialogue between Adam and 
the angel. The first is that wherein oui: ancestor 
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l^ves-MiA/eceuiitef tbe pje^iaare he took in ^c^ottver^ 
fia^ with hmi which contaflnB a very noble moral. 

Tot while 1 sit with thee^ f seetti m heaven. 
And sweeter thy discourse is to iny ear 
Than fruits of palm4ree (pleasantest to thirst 
And hunger both^ from labour) at the hour 
Of sweet repast : they satiate, and socm fill, 
Tho' pleasant ; but thy words, with grace divine 
Imbu'd, bring to their sweetness no satiety. 

The other I "shiall thention h tiiat in which the 
ang^l gives a reason why he should be glad to hear the 
story Adam was about to relate^ 

For I that day was absent, as befel, ^ ' 

Bound on a voyage uncroiilti and obscure ; 
Far "on texfeursion towards the gates of hell, 
Squar'd ih full kg^on, (siich cotnnnmd we had) 
To see that none thence issuM ilbrth a spy, 
Or enemy, while God was in his work4 
Lest he, incens'd at such eruption bold. 
Destruction wi£h creation might have mix'd. 

Tbcre ia no qiiesti^ bjut our poet dreiv ik)ie image 
in wtet 64k>ws from that in VirfU's »ucth ^^ook, 
vrliere . j&Boas and 4ibe Sib^yl s^d beifore ^the nd&mfai- 
tivt gated) wbichiare thepf 4#s<Hibed aft ^hut u^on tbe 
fi^9, 0f lormeAt^ and ii^lei^ te the |;r9M8) ihe cImiI;: 
of ohvn% msiA 'Uie jRoiBe\^ iron whips^ itk/i^ w^re 
heard in^divse regions of pain and sorrow* 

^ Fast we ^mmd, fast ajb^nfc 
The dismal gates^ and barricado'd stroag ( . 
But long :fire 0(9* appvoa^lung heard withiii .* 
Noise, otl^. thapr tkj^ .sound oi dftBoe or ^song, 
Tormoit, and lo«4 ^f^«i«b |i9^44Ueleiw rage. 
• AAm tlMfh ]NKK«edsflo t^ve wi aooouotiifltts ton- 
^lit)to(and ientiaxientfl imtoedi^ely after lus creation 
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How a^eably does he represent the pottore Ifi 
which he found hhnselfy the beautifal hmdscApe ttot 
surrounded him, and the gladness of heart which 
grew up in him on that occasion.? 

——As new wakM from soundest sleep« 
Soft on the flow'ry herb I found me Irud 
In balmy sweaty which with his beams the sutt 
Soon dry'd, and on the reeking moisture fed. 
Straight toward beay'n my wondVing eyes I tuhiM^ 
And gazM a while the am^ sky, tiU niisPd 
By quick insdnctive motion,, up I sprung. 
As thitherward endeavoring, and upright 
Stood on my feet : about me round I saw ^ 
Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains. 
And liquid lapse of murm'rii^ streams ; by these. 
Creatures that liv*d, and mov'd, and walk'd, or flew. 
Birds on the branches warbling : all things smil'd 
With fragance ; and with joy my heart o*erflow'd. 

Adam is afterwards desciibed as surprised at his 
own existence, and taking a survey of himself, and of 
all the works of nature. He likewise is represented 
as discovering by tkt light of reason, that he and 
every tlung about him mUst have been the ^ect of 
some being infinitely good ttnd powepfMl, and that this 
being had a right to hi» wt>rship and adoratioa. fib 
ftrst address to the sun, and to those parts of the cre- 
ation whith made the rtki^t: disttngiAs'hed £gure> Is 
very natural and amusing^te the imagination. - 

—-Thou sun, said I, ftir light, ^ 
And thou enlighten'd earth so Irei^ and gtiy. 
Ye hills and dales, ye rivers, woods, and pl^ns, ' 
And ye that live and mdve, for cfeAt«r6s, t«Mi ' t- 
Tell, if ye saw, how camef ^Ita, how h&rti -^« ^ - 

His next sentintent^ ^Jben, iipoirhipifitit g«iBi^ to 
^e>0p, be fancies hitns^f lositis his tadmeAkjwnAMli^ 
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iB|^ aw«f into noUyotg, can nerer be sufficsendy ad« 
mired. His dreamy ia which he still preserves the con^ 
scioituiess of his existencei together with his remo- 
ral into the garden which was prepared for his rec(^p«. 
lioQ, are also circumstances finely imi^ined^ and 
grounded upon whatb delirered in sacred story. 

These, and the like wonderful incidents in thi^ 
part of the work, have in them all the beauties of oo-r 
veky, at the aame time that they have all the graces 
of nature. They are such as. none but a great gemu^' 
could have thought of ; though* upon the^ perusal of 
them, they seem to rise of themselves from the sub- 
ject of which he treats. In a word, though they are 
natural, they are not obvious ; which is the true cha- 
racter of all fine writing. 

The impression which the interdiction of the tree 
of life left in the mind of our first parent is described 
With great stre^th a^ judgment; as the image of 
the aeveral beapts. ai^d birds passing in review before 
him is very beautiful and lively. 

—Each bird and beast behold 
Approaching two iftid tiM; th^se e<$>#rtilg low 
With blandishmtnt ; '«aeli bird «to0pVl on his wiag; 
I nam^d tittift a» th^ ] 



Adam, In the next place descrU>es a OMiference 
which he held with his Maker upon the subject of so- 
litude. The poet here represents the Supreme Be- 
ing as making an essay of his own work, and putting 
to. the tnal ttiat reainming faculty with which he had 
endued his ci^tiire. Adani urges, in this divine 
colloquy, the impossilMlity of his being happy, thoiigh 
he waa die inhabitant ofrPara^i, and lord of the 
>whole:creatio0> without the conversaftic^i and society 
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•f soflfte ra6«nmlcrattmite|.«lioi^idd fttrtalM tiiose 
VkMmgs with him. ThM dbiofite, which k «ipport>i 
ed chieij by the betnty of the tho«g^it% uihtamt 
other {loetical oraament, is as fi&ea pan as any in tl» 
whole poem^ the more the Tcader examiocB cht jwat- 
ness and dtlicacf Msi its ventiineittS) tfaa naee he wyi 
find Mmtetf plsoied with iU The poet has wonder- 
fitlfy preserved tM (Character of majestf and oonde-i 
scenslmi iti the Creator^ aadattkeaanetiitiiathatoif 
h«imlity tstA addiwtioii in the creatia^^ m particuiarlf 
in the fellowii^; iinesx 

Thus I presumptuous ; and the Tision bright. 

As with a smUe more brightened, thus repl/d, kc, 

——I whh leare of speech implor'd 
And humble deprecation, thus repl^ : 
liet not my wuds ofikud tfate, hcsT^ ^9W% . 
My H^kcv, be prsf^i^oiis ^i4u^s i, ^^e/sk, ^le^ 

Adam then prcKseedA to {give a^ accoU9fttt>f his#e* 
cond sleeps and of tiie dl-eam tn iAAth he tiehekl tM 
formation of Eve. The new pasi^x^ that was awa« 
kened in him at the sight of her is touched very finely. 

Under his taniiif htudf^s^voato^.i^'ew^ 

Manl^ hut diflPr^Qt acac : ^ litvelyiHr^ 

That what seem'd fair im «ttjihe worid neeoi'd aoW 

Mean, or in her summed up, in her contain'd. 

And in her kK)li»;li!}iich6!em that time 1^^ . / 

SWeetnei»into my heart uniek before; 

And into ^l things from her air inspir'd 

The spirit of ^ove and amorous deCght. 

. Adam's distriUsfiponlottnsiN^htfif^^^ 
phantomi withJ^^acHmtalionsoftpyandg^i^atiliidt 
Mt the discovery (afal real er^pittire wh^ remmUed the 
appmtlon wftuch^had betoi preseiite4l IjoUmitt hii 
H the apiMMKih^be inalurft toherv^tti^^^ ti»eiDL- 
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nep of courtship, are all laid togedier in a most ex- ^ 
quisite propriety of sentiments. 

Though this part of the poem is worked up with 
great warmth and spirit, the Idve which is descri- 
bed in it is every way suitable to a state of innocence. 
If the reader compares the description which Adam 
here gives of his leading Eve to the nuptial bower, 
with that which Mr. Dryden has made on the same 
occasion in a scene of his Fail of Marty he will be sen- 
sible of the great care which Milton took to avoid all 
thoughts on so delicate a subject that might be ofTen- 
sive to religion or good manners. The sentiments are 
chaste, but not cold; and convey to the mind ideas of 
the most transporting passion, and of the greatest pu- 
rity. What a noble mixture of rapture and innocence 
has the author joined together, in the reflection which 
Adam makes on the pleasures of love compared to 
those of sense ! 

. Thus have I told thee «11 my state, and brought 
My story to the sum of earthly bliss, 
i;^ch I enjoy ; and must confess to find 
In all tlungs else delight indeed ; but such 
As, us'd or not, works in the mind no change 
Nor vehement desire : these delicacies, 
I mean of taste, sight, smell, herbs, frmts, and flowet% 
Walks, and the melody of birds : but here 
Far otherwise, transported I behold. 
Transported touch : here passion first I felt. 
Commotion strange ! in all enjoyments else 
SuperiOT and unmov'd, here only weak 
Ag^ainst the charm of beauty's pow'rful glance : 
Or nature faU'd in me, and left some part 
Not proof enough such object to sustain ; 
Or, from my side subducting, took perhaps 
More than enough ; at least on her bestow'd 
T09 much of cnmamentj in outward shew 
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Elaborate, of taiward lets cfzact. 

■ ■ W hen I approach 
Her loveliness, so absolute she seems. 
And in herself compleat, so well to know 
Her own, that what she wills to do or say 
Seems wisest, Tirtaoasest, discreetest, best ^ 
All holier knowledge in her presence fiiHs 
Begraded ; wisdom in ditconrae with her 
Loses cUscount'nanc'd, and like foUy shews ; 
Authority and reason on her wait. 
As one intended first, not after made 
Occasionally : and, to consummate all. 
Greatness of mind and nobleness their seat 
BmM in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her as a ffuard angelic plac'd. / 

These sentiments c^ love in our first parent gave 
the angel such an insight into human nature, that he 
seems apprehensive of the evils which might befidl the 
species in general, as well as Adam in particular, from 
the excess of his passion. He therefore fortifies him 
against it by timely admonitions; which very artfully 
prepare the mind of the reader for the occurrences 
of the next book, where the weakness of which Adam 
here gives such distant discoveries, brings about that 
Jhtal event which is the subject of the poem. His 
discourse, which follows the gentle rebuke he re- 
ceived from the angel, shews that his love, hbwever 
violent it might appear, was still founded in reason, 
and consequently not improper for Paradise. 

Neither her outside formed so fair, nor aught 
In procreation common to aU kinds 
(Tho' higher of the genial bed by far. 
And with mysterious reverence I deem,) 
So much delights me, as those graceful acts, 
Tlwae thousand decencies, that daily flow 
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I^em jdl har words ttid ftctiMi^ mixt n^th love 
And sweet conjdiance, which declare xaakiff^d 
ynion of mind^ or in us both one soul ; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair ! 

Adam's speech, at parting with the angel, has in it 
a deference and gratkude i^;reeabk to aa in&xior Ba« 
ture, and at the same time a ceiUdn dignity and 
greatness suitable to the fatberc^ mankind in his state 
of innocence. L 

No. 346. MONDAY, APRIL 7, 1712. 

BT STEELE. 

ContuetUiSnefn benignitatit largitioni munerum longe antepono. 
Eke ett gravium kominum, atque tnagnorum ; ilia quest as- 
sentatorum populi, nnultitudinis ievitatem voluptate quasi 
titillantium* T u li.. 

I esteem a habit of benignity greatly preferable to munifi- 
' cence ; the former is peculiar to g^at and distinguished 
persons; the Utter belongs to flatterers of the peo^de^ 
who court the applause of the inconstant vulgar. 

W HEN we consider the offices of human life, 
there is, methinks, something in what we ordinarily 
call generosity, which, when carefully examined| 
seems to flow rather from a loose and unguarded tern* 
per than an honest and liberal mind. For this reason 
tt is absolutely necessary that all liberality should 
have for its basis and support {rugality. By, this 
means the benificent spirit works in a man from the 
convictions of reason, not from the impul^s of psis« 
uon. The generous man, in the ordinary accepta* 
tioDf without respect to the demands of .his own ^ 
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vaifj will soon find) upon the foot of his acoount, 
that he has sacrificed to fools, knaves, Batterers, 
or the deserredly unhappy, all the opportunities 
of affording any future assistance where it ought 
to be. Let him therefore reflect, that if to be- 
stow be in itself laudaMe, should not a man take care 
to secure an ability to do things praiseworthy as long 
as he lives ? Or could there be a more cruel piece of 
taillery upon a man who should have reduced ids for- 
tune below the capacity of acting according to his 
natural temper, than to say of him. That gentlewf^n 
noa$ generouM ? My beloved author therefore has, in 
the sentence on the top of my paper, turned his eye 
with a certain satiety from beholding the addresses 
to the people by largesses and public entert^ments, 
which he asserts to be in general vicious, and are al- 
ways to be regulated according to the circumstances 
of time, and a man's own fortune. A constant be- 
nignity in commerce with the rest of the world, 
wluch ought to run through all a man's actions, has 
effects more useful to those whom you oblige, and 
less ostentadous in yoursel£ He turns his recom- 
mendation ef this virtue on commercial life ; and 
according to him, a citizen who is frank in his kind- 
nesses, and abhors severity in his deniands ; he who 
in buying, selling, lending, doing acts of good neigh- 
borhood^ is just and easy ; he who appears naturally 
averse to disputes, and, above the sense of little suf- 
ferings, bears a nobler character, and does much 
more good to mankind than any other man's fortune, 
without commerce, can possibly support. For the 
citizen, above all other men, has opportunities of 
arriving at ««that highest fruit of wealth, to be liberal 
without the least expense of a man's own fortupe.'* 
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It is not tt> be ddde^ bilt sttieh « {xraedls kluMe 
tahnavd; tet Otis <iiet)efore addt to the obUgatiW} 
that, anofig^ imd^rs^ he -^ffio o^KfeB is as mo€h con- 
eevneitt^ke^ tiie ftrvw a se<}rec«she who receives 
itr Ttie teK>3^ disdacaens mwag «s ia fiaghoMl 
are s» frcat, <iiat to cetebinte lh# istcvwivfle ef 
coramBmial Mendship (watk whicli I m^ diilf made 
afi^wnted^} imOd bsf t» raise tibe^rirtMiiS mm 
sanmf oBeaoaesof tfae<:on^ra9f pMt|r. laa obli- 
ged ta conceal all I koifm of Tom. rAe ^mnte$9^ who 
tendsst Hie ordimvy ineeeest, to gWemenof' lossim^ 
tone op^oviflsnxties of making: gfeaeev adramages. 
Ke concealsr «tder a ye«^li air and distant behey 
^Moe, m bltediag eompasikm^ and wemanislii tender^ 
ness. TMs is governed by the leEOsc exact «irc^m« 
spec?tise^ tbat tiiere is no* iaiwutgtf ^rontiiig m the 
pess(» whem te is>fo server and tfelat he i» g«uMy el 
no impmper expenses^ This I kns^ of Tom ; bne 
y/^xa dar&say it of so known a Tory-? The s«me care 
I was foi^cetlt m use some time mg& in ihe riepoif 
of anotimt^i fCrt«e, uktsaid fi% insleaiiof awhun« 
d)^ becaiMe ttomon f peimted^^wits a^Whig^ (No. , 
348^) AetfcnsctfliUskindaiiefopiaiaFwitJlisiM 
MD^ivkens; isr eiwr)r'«Mi erf ordhiary eincnmsiaQcev 
Ittoks apon * man who Ifan liiis: Imowni bemgniiy 
in- hiS' nature as-a j^ersen tesciyite^bo hi^faieiid ilpenr 
^Kiiterms^ashe o^ightt04i?ipees4t$ aeid the weaitJby, 
who nn^ emy such a eharacter,^ can do no^mjniy to 
i«» yrt^reets bwt bf the imitado* of i€^ in whk^li 
the good cikisefr will rejoi^e^4 be rkrsdfod.^ I kiio# 
no€ hflFW to* fa^Itm^ «Oy myself -a^ gi^tkr idett of ho* 
msat^Hfe, "(hatt'in^f hat is the li^aMccof ^ome w^Ml^ 
nMir wboM^ I coukf trntfCy thiftr ixttike se ste]^ tiS 
tfte inprovement of thcfr own ftntttncs, wiiereiJr 
Vol. VL 12 r-^^^i^ 
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they do not also winaace rthoae of othciir men, who 
would Ifmguish in porerty withoi)^ that i^umficeDce. 
laanaUoa where there are so many p«iblic fiuids to 
he supported) I know not whether he cap he called a 
good subject who does not embark sooe part of 
lus fortune with the state, to whose Tig^ance he 
owes the security of the whole. - This certainly is an 
immediate way of hiring an obligatiMi upon manyi 
and extending his bemgmty the Curthest a' man can 
possibly, who is not engaged in commerce. But he 
who iradesi besides giving the state some part of 
this sort of credit he gives his bankeri may in all the 
occurrences of lus life have his eye upon the re- 
moving want from Uie door of the mdustriousi and 
defendiitg the unhappy upright man from bankruptcy; 
Without this b^nigmty, pride or vengeance vrUl pre^ 
(pi|»tate a man to chpose the receipt of half his 
Remands ^m one whom he has und<Hie, rather than 
thiG whole fi:om one to whom he has shevm 
mercy. This benignity is essential to the character 
of a fair tradATp and any man who designs to en- 
joy his weidlh with honor and self*satis£EbCtion ; nay^ 
it would not be bard to maintain^ that the practice of 
supporting good and industrious vien, would carry a 
linn fiirther even to his profit, than. indulging. 
Ike prtfjfmsitf of serving and obliging the fortunate, 
l^y author argues <m this subject, in order to incline 
men's minds to those who want them most, after this 
manner;: <^ Wo, must always coi^sider the nature 
of thit^s, and gQvem ourselves accordingly. The 
wealthy man,, when he has repaid yoni is upmi a 
halwce with yw; ^t the person whom.you &yored 
^thalo^ if he:bf agopdmAUf wi)l thi^ himjielC 
^ your ^bt after he ht^ pind you^ The wealthy and 
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the conspicuous are not obliged by the benefits you 
do them ; they think they conferred a benefit vrhtri 
they received one. Your good ofl&ces are always 
suspected : and it is with them the same thing to ex- 
pect their favor as to receive it. But the man beloW 
you, who knows, in the good you have done him, yott 
respected himself more than his circumstances, does 
not act like an obliged man only to him from whom 
he has received a benefit, but also to all who are 
capable of doing him one. And whatever little ofii* 
ces he can do for you, he is so far from magnl* 
fying it, that he will labor to extenuate it in all his ac- 
tions and expressions. Moreover, the regard to what 
you do to a great man, at best, is taken notice of no 
further than by himself or his family ; but what you 
do to a man of an humble fortune (provided always 
thatiie is a good and a modest idan) raises the affec- 
tions towards you of all men of that character (of 
which there afe many) in the whole city.'* . 

There is nothing gains a reputation to a. preacher 
s&much as his own practice; I am therefore casting 
fbOut what act of benignity is in ^e power of m 
S/iectator. Alas I that lies but in a very* narrow 
compass; and I. think the most immediately ui^ 
4er my patronage are either players, or such whose 
circumstances bear an afi&nity with theirs : aU.there-> 
fiare I am able to do at this time of this kind, is to tell 
the town, that on Friday the 1 1th of this instant 
April) there will be formed in York-Buildings a con- 
cert of vocal and instrumental music, for the benefit 
#f Mr. Edward KeenUie &ther of twenty children r 
aad ithat this day the haughty Oeoi^ge Powell: 
tropes an the good-^natured part of the town will. 
hwT Um^ whom they applauded ia: Al^xand^iv 
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TimoDt Lear, and Orestes, with their coxxipany thia 
nigfat) when he hazards all his berooc glory for thek 
approbation in tiie hiuabler cyndiUon cf hcaeat ^adt 
Falstaff. T 



No. 34r* TUESDAY, MARCH 4, irn. 

Bt; ^MR. K. BITDGELI.. 

Quit Jitror^ ^h}e$ ! qua ianta U9en$ia JerH / 

\jxcjk%. liB. 1. T. 8* 

WliSt bfifid ^test0a naiBicsB-coiiiii snord 

Cmdi ^rrid liosnce tx> the Muid'risig s^vwd t Ko^tb. 

I. DO irat ^[p»Btion but my country readers hacn 
beea rery much surprized at the several accomzU 
Uiey hanre met wi^ in our public papers of that spe* 
cies of men among us, Jately knonm hy the name of 
Mohockm. I find the opinions of <3ie teamed, as 
to their ongin^aiul^deaigns, are ateogether ?arib«», in* 
•oimich ti^t tery many begin to doubt whether 
Indeed ttere were ever any sach society cf vne^ 
The terror which spread itself o^er the whole mrfsoo 
some years since on account ef tiie Irish, ts stiS 
^sli In most peoc^e's memories, thou^ k aflber* 
warda appeared there was not iiie least gnoond 
Ibr th«t geneisHl csonstematiafi. 

The iate panic Sear was, in (he opinion of tramy 
deep and penetrating persons, of the stame ilntttre* 
Thcae will hxv^ it» th«C (lie M^iocki^ aire lilte ^Siodla 
spectres and apparitions whichfrighlenseTeml towna 
and villages in her Majesty's toninions, dioiigh tibey 
were Mver seeai^ any of t^ JnUaiCants. Oltera 
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are apt to thuik that these Mohocks are a kind of bull 
beggarS) first ittyetited bf prudent married ineii> and 
masters of families^ in order to deter their wives and 
daughters from taking the air.at imseasonable hocrrs ; 
and that wtien they tell them the Mohock* wiii catch 
thtm^ it k a caudoa of the same nature with that of 
our foreftithers) when they bid their children have a 
care t)f iktw^-head and blWidy^lmnes, 

For my own part, I am afraid there was tcyo much 
reason for that gr«at alarm the whole city has been in 
upon ihh occasion: though «t the same time I must 
own, tkst I am in sovie doubt wl^ther the following 
pieces are genuine and authentic ; and the more so, 
because I am not foily satisfied that the name by 
which the emperor sub$cribes> himself is attogether 
c^onfermable to the IMhn orthography* 

1 shall only further inform my readers, that it was 
aofne thme since I received the following letter an4 
manifesto, though for pardcular reasons. I did not 
t^nk fit to publish them tHl now. 

TO TffE SPECTATOB. 

*' Finding that oinr earnest endeavors for the goo^ 
of mankind hav« been basely and maliciously repre- 
sented4|»the world, we send you encibted our impe- 
rial maiifeit<% whkh it is our will and pleasure that 
you forthwith oommoittcate to the public, by iuaening 
it in your next dally paper. We do not doubt of yoi» 
ready compliance in this particular, and there£ure bid 
you hctturtily forewell. 
"Signedi 

^'Taw Waw Eben Zan Kaladar, 

<« Emperor of the Mohocks.'^ 
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The mahifitti^ of TIhp Wmw J9Mk Mm Mk^adur^ 



«WaBRBAS we hum reeemdii 
sundry qnarten of tliit gmtf t&d pofaksicitjr of *»»> 
Ter»letttragfl>i iWiiinimdoatl»tog8ytraM,«oteetMrf 
odier parts of the goodpec^leof Eogkadr hgrmveli 
as have styled thensdves our iiibjeas;.litp>der to 
vmdicaft^ o«r inpttial dtgnily from llMae&toe asiier- 
sloiM which teVe heen c^si^n kf m if we ««rsel?ee 
ni%ht hare e»cmii«|;edof abetted any such pe ec li c es^ 
we hate by tiiese pi^ s e p te thought £t to frlyaify oiur 
ulniost aldietTeiiee «Md deteetalieQ-4;rf' all auch t»»Hil* 
ttiofis and irregulai' pfoteedin^; and do her^ bm* 
ther gtTe notice^ that if any person or pefaooa has or 
have suffered any wound, hvrt^ d mBs ( |c» or denioMat^ 
m his or th^ Umb or Kmhs, othenme 4faaa atellbe 
hereafter specified, therstttdpersea or persQ»4» iifo« 
applying jthemsdTet to auek as we shaU appoim fer 
the inspection and redress of ^ yfetanoeaa for ea aid» 
shall be forthwith committed to the care of our prin- 
cipal surgeon, and be cured at our own expense) in 
some one or other of those hospitals which wears now 
erecting 0»r that purpoae. 

- AndtotlieeodtlMtiiQoaeiHqryeilihorihrov^ig* 
nerance wr-naiivertency, incur those pensUw wIMi 
l^e^ate lAioMght fit to infiict on pecsens si iaose aad 
#iaeohtte iiiei, we da hereby notiiyito the -pubttc^ that 
id any man be Inocked doMmorassaaltod while hie in 
employodin MslftWftdhashieseotfnDper boitfs, that 
it is not done by our order ; and we 4o hereby peMdt 
and allow any such person so knddeed down or as* 
saulted} tanse again, and d^nd himself in the best 
manner that ^e is able^ 
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jectsy that they 4o aoCpresi^ntfi upon «i^ pretext 
mhntaooteTy to issae and sally fotth from their retpec^ 
Im ^tnrtem till betveen the Jbovrs of eleyen and 
twK^ve. Tiiat tbey tteyer Hfi the lint upoii naii) wo- 
aiaiii orddU, tiU the clock at St J]hiA8taa's ahallhare 
atett^oae* 

^That 4he mamt be ^ever ^v«a b«U hetipewi the 
hemra of tme aad tV9i; ttlw^a pverideiy that our 
hmuer% naf begin to.teiii a lit^ efit^ U^ doee 
if theereiaiMg^ enythift^ to the conttury herein not* 
leMtatawrtmg* Piaonded*also, that if erer they are 
lediiced tothe neceatdty of fiMch^i itahall always be 
i& the most fleshly parts, aftd such as are least expo- 
sed to view. 

^ It is also our imperial will tmd pleasure^ that our 
good subjects the/ Bweater^ do establish their 
kummufns in such dose places, alleys, nooks, and 
comers, that the patient or patients may not be 
in danger ot; catdnng cold. 

^* That the tumblers^ to whose care we chiefly com* 
mit the female sex, confine tlieroselves to Dtiiry- 
Lane and the purlieus of the Temple ; and that every 
other party and division of our subjects do each 
of them keep wkhin the respective qnaitem we have 
allotted ts them. Provided hevertheleas, that nothing^ 
heeein contaimd shnU in «ay wise be censlmed 
tottxElettditotheAfMUifftf, wdKKhare vur Mllkeaao 
sad peqauMMi to enter wlo ftty^fntt 4>f tha team 
vheveiper their game aiu^l lead ttem* 

y And wbeneaaw hture nothing pearfetonrarope*' 
lialiicArt tiHutlMinlbrmiitiimef the cxties^of lion* 
don and ^V^stentaatBr, whkfa to mac imspeakabto 
satjafitdion we h«vein4same nteaenrealreadyeflectedf 
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we do herebjr eamestlf praj imi ^idnrt M husbattds, 
fathers, house-keepers, and masters of ikmiti^ in 
either of the aforesaid ciUes, not ofilf to repair thent- 
selves to their respective habitations at early and 
seasonable hours, but also to keep their wirei 
and daughters, sons, servants, and apprentices, front 
appealing in the streets at those times and seasmis 
which may ^itpdse them to a military discipline, as it 
is practised by our good st^je^ the Mohocks : and 
we do fWther prombe, on o«r imperial wond^ that as 
soon as the reforaiation aforesaid shall be brought 
about, we will forthwith cause all hostilities to oease. 
^ Given/rpm our Cottrt at tAe Devil Drpem^ 
**jMbrdAl5, iri3." . X 

No. 34a. WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 1712.. 
BY STEELE. From the Letter-bos* 

Inv idiam placare par at mrtute relicta ? 

Hob. Sat 3. 1. 2. v. IS. 
To shun detractiott would'st thou virtue fly ? 

X HAVE notJieen ]rou lately at ai^ of the place8> 
where I yioit, so that I ain afraid you are wkolljr u»f 
aoqttainted wkh what passes smoiig vuf ^ax$ of the 
world, who are, though I say it) without ctotrovers^^ 
the most accoiiq;>lished and best bred of the 
town. Qive me leave to tell you ihA I am^xtremely 
discomposed when I hear sfxndal^. and am an int** 
ter enemy to all maimer of detmetion^ and tbmk 
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it the greatest mesmnefts diat people of distinction^ 
can be guilty of: howe^fcer, it is hardly poBs&le 
to cooae into €ompany> where you do &ot find ^em 
pulling one siotlier to pieces, und that from no other 
{»*ovocatioa but that of hearing any one oemmeoidedi 
Merit} both as to wit and beauty, is beccMae bo oUter 
than the posseKion of a few triffioig people's £i¥orj 
which you cannot possibfy arrive at, if you hav^ 
reaMy any thing in you that is deserving. Wiiat 
th^ would bring to pass is, to make all good and evil 
consist in report, and with whispers, caUramies, and ' 
impertinencies, to have the conduct of thos6 m« 
ports. By thi4 means innocents are blasted upon their 
first appearance in town; and there is neduo^ BMre 
vequired to make a young woman the object of envy 
and hatred, than to deserve love and admiratieB* 
This abominable endeavor to suppress, or lesaem 
every thing that b praiseworthy, is as fre^ent 
aau>Bg the men as ^e wom^i. If I cab resneaiber 
what passed at a visit last night, it wiU Bervt m 
an instance that the aejces^re ^^naUyiaclhiedtoiie* 
fiunation, with equal malice, with equal inipo* 
tence. Jack TripleCt eame into Itty lady Aiff% 
ahout«i^<if theciock. Yom kn^w the manner w^ 
ataftavisi^ and I need eot describe the circle: hut 
Mr. Tnprlett caBBMB in, introduced by two tapirs sap* 
porledby aspruce servant, whose hair is under adq^ 
till Biy lady's camUes are all Ughted up, and the hour 
of cei^efffony begins: I say. Jack Tnplett came in, 
and sioging (for h» n really goo4 compai^) JRvery^^ 
feature^ chatmidig ^rca^tmre ; b e went on, iic i» 
a moat ^mrtMonable thing that fiectfUc cannu g<^, 
fieacet^ly to eet their friendi^ but these mutderert 
9rc itt i^pse. SucA M 4hafi€ ! Such an air ! what 
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« glance ^a9 that tf« hct chariot fiOMcd by m/nr-^My 
lady herself interrupted him ; Pray who f« thiM fint 
thing'--^^*^! VHtTrantf says another, it U the creature /* 
iva« telUng your ladyshi/i of juat now. You were teU*' 
ing of? says Jack ; IwUk I had been 90 ha/ifiy as to 
have come in and heard you^ for I have not words to 
say what she is : But if an agreeable height, a modest 
air, a yirgin shame, and impatience of being beheld, 
imiidst ablaze of ten thousand charms— The whole 
room flew ouu— Oh Mr, Triplett! When Mrs^ 
Loftyx a known prude, said. She beUeved she knew 
whom the gentleman meant y but she was indeed^ as hk 
civilly represent ed hery impatient of being beheld'--^ 

Then turning to the Lady next to h^r-: Hie most 

unbred creature you ever saw* Another pursued 
the discourse : ^s unbred^ Madam<, as you may think 
her^ she is extremely belied if she is the novice 
she afifiears ; she was last week at a ball till tw^ 
in ike morning ; Mr. Trifilett knows whether he vHaft 
$ht haftpy nutn that took care qf her home j but ' » 
This was followed by soiAe particular excepdon that 
each woman in the room made to some peculiar 
grace or advantage ; so that Mr. Triplett was beaten' 
l^om one limb and feature to another, till he was for« 
eed to resign the whole woman. I& the end, I 
took notice Triplett recorded all ^s malice ia his 
heart; and saw in his countenance, and a certaia* 
waggish shrug, that he designed to repeat the conter- 
aation ; I therefore l^t the discourse ^e, and soon a£* 
ter took an occasion to commend a ceHain gentl^nian^ 
•f myaequsdntancefbr apersonof siiigular.modesty, 
courage, integrity, and withal as a man of an en*« 
tertaitting conversation, to which advantages he had^ 
a shape aftd manner peculiarly graceful. Mr. Trip- 
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lett) who is a woman's man, seemed to liear me with 
patience enough to commend the qualties of Ms 
mind : he never heard indeed but that he was a yery 
honest man> and no fool ; but for a fine gentleman he 
must ask pardon. Upon no other foundation than 
this, Mr, Tnplett took occasion to give the gen- 
tleman's pedigree, by what methods some part of the 
estate was acquired, how much it was beholden to a 
marriage for the present circumstances of it : after 
all, he could see nothing but a common man in 
his person, his breeding, or understanding. ^ 

^ Thus, Mr. Spectator^ this impertinent humor of 
diminishing every one who is produced in convert 
sation to theit advantage, runs through the world; 
and I am, I confess, so fearful of the force of ill 
tongues, that I have begged of all those who are n^ 
'^ell-wishers never to ccunmend me, for it will but 
bring py frailties into examination, and I had ri^ther 
be unobserved, than conspicuous for disputed per;' 
fections. I am confident a thousand young peopl^ 
who would have been ornaments to society, have l^om 
fear of scandal, never dare^ to exert th^fpselyea in 
the jMolite arts of life. Their l^ves baye. p^a£4. ^^^ 
in an odious rusticity, in spite ofj great ady^a|i;^t£m,es pf 
person, genius, and fortune.. Thei^.is i^ viciots 
^rror of bei^g biwied in some well incUfH^ P€^<^pte, 
90d a wicked pleasure in suppre^snog thepi ii^ oth^i^ 
both which I recommend to your Spectat«fial; wis* 
d^ntto animadvert upon; and if. yo^ pan l^^sHcc^ssr 
fiU in it| I need not say hpw v^c\i you . wMl di^Qi^Q ^ 
t|^ tfumni ^t new toasts vrUl«wetQ y<H» their bfaim^ 
l«idjti«v wks their 6tm«|. : lam>£^» .. . .i . . 
^^ ^oiiTiOEiDj^ obedient JhumMft seripnt, 
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' m.m^mQuo9 tile timArum 
MKximui hawd urget Itthi metnt .* imte rtmuS 

Jh ^pSfftrt^ fMMF JtP9M^ 9ift9f tffMtUtfU€ ^0ptK9$ 

JlOnii'^-^ >ncA2f. 1. 1. T. 454. 

Tfirice happj t&ey beneitll thci^ nort%eni skiei, 
l¥liD tiMtt wont Iba^ the £ear of death, deiqsbe 

Hence tlit]fM^caM»lbr<id«fiwlbeiB|r^^ ' 
BMbmiA nniiiii—iiiij en tike pointed sted, 
. PM¥oke«pSMKhahingfate,jAdbBay«ly scoBtt 
To spare that life which. mnst so soon retum. Rows. 

M, AMytTf natch ^fetcBed-wiA m consda toiy fetter of 
VfMJ«fk> to one who had- feol a son- that was ftjrom^ 
imn of great merit The thought with which he 
conuuits the si^icted* fbUier i^, to tJie heat o£ njr 
mc BM i ry v - as fellows t Th«C he shooM consider deatk 
kftdsetaiknidof sea!^ upon hm ao&^ diaracter, and 
)iM$edfantiFOUf^ the reach- of wite^Bn&iiMmyi ttat 
whU^hettfed-hewaaa^} wiUdn theposaiMlcy ofMf* 
itogawaf lirom* virtue, and losin^Uie £»Enoo^'5riiiQti 
h^ mm p oa acio a d , Bt«^ only-Klaaes titwiKaht'^Tefm^ 
iMd^ Ami deterittldes it a»geod or4Midi 

TMa^ $mmg edier ndoti^rea^ iiwf be ofte reas^ 
^fhf wo aronatm uJ ty a ? a cse to^^loiaunckiiig'OQt isH^ 
atttfii'a^praiaotitihMkeatfiallttdkiititediiai WhiM 
ho la eUpatdo- of t]lian|^ii^, wo^ majr hO' feroed('f# 
boV'^^dimiis.^ Memo^ndorfiiki^etta^al^wo 
» eMia^^od^oC httoi 'Md aoaaa aiofe^^r 4H1IM i^m 
pear to hs undea a difl^nt jftghe flmitf nMt UHtAlm 
at pr#a«Ki -lii^ ^levt; aa tHo 11% t>fii«ii^ tnan can- 
not l)o ciikd happy OP unhappy, so neither can it 
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be pfronOtm^d vfeicKUs or vutudus) before UieeoiieIu«> 
nm (^ k. 

It was upon this cohsidetation tliat 'Epaminondfts, 
t>eitig asked, whether Chabrias, Iphkr«tes» or he him^ 
self, deserved most to b« esteemed? Y6q fn««t firsl 
see us die, add he^ before ^t question can be ail^ 
swered. 

As there is not a more melancholjr consideration to 
a good man than his being obnojde^ 'fo Mich a 
change, so there is nothing mord glorious than 
to keep np-an uniformity in Ms actions, and preserve 
the beauty of his character to the last * ' 

The end of a man's life is of^n compared to the 
winding up of a well written play, where ^e prmd' 
pal persons siUl act in diaracter, wtiatt^ptrthe toe is 
which they midergow There is scarce* great petmat 
In the €rreci«A4>r Roman history, whooe donUi lias not 
been remarked upon by ac^ne wtit^^oriOtlNsr, dM 
ceneured or applauded accordmg (6 tte genii^or 
pi^M:4|iles of thie person who- faas^ descanted on it 
Mooiienr^eSt ETremondk y^rypartioi3te>ins«l^ 
tteg forth the constancy «id ecmrage of Petrmus 
Arbiter during hit last raoments, and thinks hei <tisoo- 
Tors in Uiett a greater imuiess* of maiHl and eeiolu- 
tionthankithedea^of Seneca, C9^ prBotimm. 
There is no €|«estio»b«tthia polite anthor^a affects 
-tlon of i^pei^ing slogolar in his MnHfks^ aBd<fMt- 
Idbg discoveries which bad eaeafod the o ha atyat ian 
of others^ threw him into this course of refleotien. 
It was Petroniu^' merit, that he died in tke sanse 
gaky of temper ia winch iie lived; butoahis.life was 
fllmgotiKr loo^ and dnaeiute, the indiffironGe whidi 
bo ahewed at the ^kmt of it is to be looked wpohrm a 
piece of natiind carelesaneaa and Mhf raittfr 
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thM^/Mitsi4<e^^ Therew^ti^nof Sqcrateftproceed- 
edfrom very different motiTes ; the conscipHS|ie9S of 
a weU sp#Bt tifo) «ttd the pirospect of a hs^y etpmity. 
If ^ kisem^us author above-meatioiked was so 
pkiasad with.gakty of hiypor in a dying man, he 
UMght have fffn^d a iioioh Bobler Ui f t w ic r of it io our 
^^sountrymaii Sir Thomas Moore. 

This g^Mt and karned man was famous for enli- 
▼eiHBg has oidinary ^^iscourses with wit and pdea- 
aantry; And, as Erasmus teU« ^im in aa epistle dedir 
^^Hk&cfy act^d in all. parts of life like a second 
Democritus. 

Ha died upon a point of religion^ and is respected 
as a meytyr .by that side for m^ch he suffered. That 
inBo<!tei^tiikth which had.been.so cons^cuouainhis 
jifo.did not forsake him to. the lasjt; he main tain- 
sA^im wnm ehofivfolness of heurt upon the scaffold 
>«rlach te used to shew at his tahle ; andf upon laying 
hisiieadon;the block, gave instances of that goodiiu- 
xior with which he bad always «stertaM¥M hit frifiUds 
4ik the m6Bt ordipary occurrences. His death yf%»M 
A piaae wiah h|a Ufo^ jthere was nothing in it wm^ 
forced) cr^ected. He did not look upon tl^ scta* 
^no%0i \m head frbm his body as a circumstance that 
4Hi9ht to produce any change /in the dispo^itioH 
of hk mlad t and al^h^ <M^ under a fixed and settled 
-hop64^ iminoiftriii^f he thcfuf^any unusual degree 
.of sonMkr^ and jcofcem :ialpro|Her 04 su^b an ocf« 
oasioBi'aa had jnotUng m it whicl;i tosild 4^ect Or t#r.- 

rThere is .no great danger ^ctf imitation jfrtai thie 
.eKample4.«nen*s natural foaiv will be. a sufl^dent 
tgvajid against U. I ahidl 6% observe, that libaitwi^ 
^hilosoi^y ih tiiiaexiu*ttq^dinar} mto kouWhe feea^ 
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bi one wlio does not reteitdHe Kim as uteMr in <lm 
clfeerft^aets of hi»teinper isintiirBiinctitf of kblii;^ 
and manntvsv : . .* 

I shall conclude this papeFwiditbe instance of a 
person wko seems to m^fixk hasre- 8hew» tm^rm iatre- 
pidky and greatnen ol^mA m hit dfhig molneHks» 
Uian what we meet with among any of the most celo« 
brated Greeks and Romans. I met with this in- 
stance in the history o# HllofieTOluUons in Portugaly 
written by the Abbot de Vertot* 

Wheff Don SebasUan^ SLing of Ponngal) hadhtrafled 
the territories of Muly Moluc, Emperor of Morocco^ 
in order to dethrone liim, and set his crown upon the 
head of his nephew, Moluc was wearkig away with a 
^stemper which he himself knew was incurable. 
However, he prepared for the reception of so formida- 
ble an enemy. He was indeed soiar speat with las 
sickness, that he did not expect to five out the whole 
day, when the last decisive battle was given ; but 
Imowing the fittal consequences that would happen to 
)d8 children and people in case he shouM i)teti#lbrc 
tepiitaneildtat)MttMra3r, be commondod bin pfimti- 
pal officers, that, if he died durmg the ^n&iW^m^i^^ 
they should conceal hi» death from &e nnxkfj maii that 
ttefsbknM rideup^to^thelttti^in wUcb his ooit»^ 
wasx^arried, under pret^ice of receivuigoidtiiS'froil 
fatmas usual. Before Uie baule begao^ he mm cim^ 
Tied thMNigb all the ranks of his armyrln«i>open bif 
ter, as Uiey stood drawn y^ i&.amiy, emewragibg 
tiiem to fight vaUantly i^de^imee of their religion s»4 
country. Findkig aftcrwav^ the hatik to go agabist 
bhn, tiiough be was ¥#ry near his last agonies, he 
^m^ himself out of his litter, ralliedhis army, and 
led» them on to the charge i jfri^h afterwards ended 
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maGitNqiltteTi€lor]r«tttii»Md#«f IteMfon. He 
had n» sooner brouflil bU whmu U^ m^^^^wmm^ 
but) finding himself utterly spent^ he wft9 9^Wk re- 
placed ki his Utter; wherei lajria^ his finger oa 
kis mostby ta enrioin soorecjMo Itts officers who sIcmkI 
atocithini> be died a fiiw asomeftts after in that pos- 
ture. L 



J^ 3?a F^iPAYt APRIL U, im 

BT STS^LS. 

Sa animi elatto quet cemitur hpericulit, u juttUia ^acat^ 
fugnatqtie pro iui4 comr^odiSf in ntith ett» *VvhV, 

'l^iRt co^rsfs sad intrtpldity of mind which disU^gui^uM H« 
self in dsngert, if It is Toid of all rei|^«rd to justiice, an4 
supports a man only in the pursuit of l^s own interest if 
' vicious. 

Captain sentry was last aigbt «tthe cl«b» 
and produced a letter firom Ipswich, which his conrea* 
pendent desired him to communicate to his fffiend tho 
S^cimpor^ It contained ui account of an engtgo^ 
mem between a French pri^F«teer| commanded hjr one 
Ikmiinic Pottiere, and aJMe vessel of that plaioei fan 
den With ooni) the master whereof, as I remember, 
was one Goodwin. The Englishman defended hkn« 
felf with iiM^rediblo bfaipery, and beat off the Preikcb 
dfterhaTing been hoarded three or HMftr times. This 
enemy att II oame on with greater fury, and hoped by 
his number of men to carry the pnie : tiU, at last;, the 
fogUshman finding himself sink apace, and rea^ to 
perish, struck: but lhe«fl5s«^ which this singukr gal* 
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lantry had upon the ctptaln of tiie pm«tet9 was 
Ao oditp thtt^-tti ummmly desire ofyengeaiice fiarthe 
loftft he had sttstained in his several attacks. He told 
l»lie I^'wkh man in a speaking*tmmpet> thathe would 
not take him aboard, aad that he staid to see iikn 
sink. The BngHshmaa at the saxie time, obaerred 
a disorder in the Tessel, which he rightly judged to 
proceed from the disdun which the ship's crew had 
of their ci^tain's inhumanitf. With this hope he went 
into his bot^ and af^roached the enemr: he was 
taken in by the sailors in spite of ^eir commander ; 
but though they received him against his command, 
they treated him when he was in the ship in the man- 
ner he directed. Pottiere caused his men to hold 
Goodwin, while he beat him with a stick till he faint- 
ed with loss of l^ood and rage of heart ; after which 
he ordered him into irons, widiout allowing him 
any food, but ^uch as on^ or two of the men stUe to 
him under peril of the like usage. After having 
kept him several days overwhelmed with the misery 
of stench, kuf^r, and soreness, he brought htm into 
Cidais. The governor of the placiBi was soonacquaiot- 
«d with all that had passed, dismissed Pottiere Irom 
Jiis charge with ignominy, and gave Goodwu^ all the 
relief which a man of honor would bestow upon an 
enemy barbarously trei^ed, to recover the imputi^ioii 
of cruelty upon his prince and countiy. 

When Mr. Sentrp had read his letter, fall of manf 
other circumstwces which a^^ravat^ tbe barbarity, 
lie fell into a sort of criticism upon, magnanimity and 
oeurage, andargued that they we]*e inseparable i and 
that courage, without regard to justice and ^ttm$^B(ity, 
was no other than the fierceness of a wild beast. A 
good and truly bold spiritf contioiaed he, » ^er aet«»- 
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ated by Msson anil a sente of lionor mi jutf f t^ af- 
fectsdoii of toch a spirit oxftts ittolf in an imp^drntr 
aspect, an oTerbeamg eonfidencef wui aetitii^ P^n^, 
Kgence ^f giving offtn«e. This is "riatblA iH att* 4l0 
cocking )foiiths you a ee about thb towft, vho ar» IKHsy 
in assemblies, unawed by the presence ofwilie an4 w- 
tuous men ; in a word, insensible of all tbe hoaprs and 
decencies of buman life. A shameless feUow takes 
advantage of merit clothed with modesty and rmig9$>^ 
iMBstty, and, in tiie eyes of little peofda, aOp^ars 
sprig^itfy and agreei^le ; while the msft of resoMoQ 
and true gallantry b overlooked and^regi^^df it if 
not despised^ . There is a propria^ in aU t)mga« 
and, I believe, what you scholars call just and suUiinOt 
in opposition to turgid and bombast expres4oa» VMf 
give you an idea of what I mean, when I say m«^itf 
is the certidn indication of a great spirit, and impu^ 
dence the affectation of it. He that writes with jadg« 
ment, and never rises into improper warmdis, manir 
fests the true force of genius ; in like manner, he who 
is quiet and equal in his behavior, is supported in ^al 
deportment by what we may call true eoun^. Alas^ 
it is not so easy a thing to be a brave man aa titt 
unthkiking part of mankind in»gine : to dare ia aataU 
that there is in it. The privateer we were just 
now talking of had boldness enough to attack his 
enemy, but not greatness of mipd enough to admire 
Uie same quality exerted by that enemy in defiending 
himself. Thus his base and little mind was whcdly 
tAeih up in the serdid regard to the prize, of which 
'he failed, and the damage done to his <»vn vessel ; and 
« therefore he used^au honest man who defended his 
'•wn from him, in. the manner as he would a thief 
that should rob him. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



He was equally dtss^poiated, and had not spirit 
enough t^ cpnf i4f r *fll one c$$tt T^# be laii4i|bl«| 
and the other criminaL Malice^ rancor, hatred, ven- 
geance, are what tear die breaats of mean men in 
fight ; but fame, glory, conquests, desirous of oppor- 
tunities-^ pfur^on and oblige their opposers, are what 
glow in the minds of the gallant The Captain ended 
his discourse with a specimen of his book learning ; 
and gave us |p^»4«ntaiid that hQ bad read a Frenf;b 
authpr on ti^ tubjf^tof justii^ in p^intftf i^ai^nrt 
I teve, mi Mr, *ci»f ry, a pritiq wh^ wxea tJm mle^ 
of Hfe wM amotati9iis<upo9 writei^ . My avihon i^d4- 
^bO) in bis d)»fsfi)ur«« up«^ ei^c poem> taksaoci^ir 
aiim «Q 9fe9k of the same quality of courage drawi in 
the two different characlers of Tumua and -Sneas: 
he makea cQi»rage ^ ebie^and gfeatsat pr^ia^efil ^ 
Tumua ; b«»t in .£nea4 there are many otbera wbi&b 
^itshhle II, among the rest that of pie^ Tumua ia , 
therefore all along painted by the poet full of oat^ula* 
tifiai»hUkmguagebaiightyandYainrglpriou%aa placing 
]as honor in the manifeatation of bis valor; M^f^ff 
aiieafca l^lei is slow to actioiif and sbewa only a 901I 
ofdefeDMveeoiirage. If equipage and tt}dr«>siiMibQ 
Ttmma appear n^ore eourageous than JSjsmAf WB^ 
4iict and su^eeas prove j£neaa move valiaiit thM» 
Turnus. T 
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BT AUDISOV* 

In te omnu domus inclinata recumbit. 

ViRO. JEn. 12. V. 59., 

On thee the fortunes of our house depend. 

If we look into the tiiree great lieroic poems which 
kaT# appeared in the world, we v^j obtenre ths^ thef 
are buik upon very slight foundatiofis^ Homer Hved 
nmur 300 3reafs after the Tifojan war; and aft tile wri« 
ti»g of history was not then in use ttttong the Greeks, 
we jnAY Terjr well suppose, that the traiitloit of Adiil- 
les and Uljrsses had brought down but very few pa^** 
ticiidars to his knowledge ; thou^ there is ao ques* 
don buA he has wrought into his two poems each 
of their remarkable aihrentwresas were stUi tidked of 
among hia contemporaries. 

The 8«My of ^eas, on which Virgil fewidedhie 
poem, was likewise very bare of circumstaBces, and, 
bjr tiiat i]fii|Biis iJforded him an opportunity o€ embel* 
lii^ng it With fictkm, and giving alull range t^his 
owi^ imFontmi. We find, howererv tl»t he has^kiter* 
woren, ia the course of his&ble, the principal par«^ 
ticulars, which were generally believed among Uie 
Romans, of Eneas' voyage and settlement in Italy. 
The reader may find an abridgment of the whole 
story, as collected out of the ancient historians, and 
as it was^ received among the Romans, inDionysius 
Halicamasseus* 
^ Since ncme of the critics have considered Virgil^a 
fi^e, with relation to this history of J^neas, it may 
not perhaps be amiss to examine it in thisUg^t, so ftft 
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as regards my f»*«seat pttVtKMie. Whoever leoks hij^ 
the abridgment atx>v€«9iidntiQii«49 wiU find that t|it 
character of ^neas is filled with piety to the gods, and 
a superstitious observation o( prodigies^ oracles, and 
predictions. Virgil has not only preserved this cha« 
racter in the person of :£neas9 but has given a place 
in his poem to those particular prophecies which he 
found recorded of him in history and tradition. The 
poet took the matters of fact as they came down to 
iwgkf and drcumstanced them after his own mamier, 
fo make them appear the more natural, i^reeable, or 
surprising. I believe very many readeri^ have beeft 
aho^ked at that ludicrous pr^hecy, whii:h one of the 
ti^^pics prooouiMi^es to t;he Trojans in the third book } 
name)y> that before t)iey had built th6ir ii»tended city^ 
they should be reduced by hunger .ta eat their very 
taUes. Out wl^n they hear that this was one of th^ 
circumstances that had beea t^ransmitted to the Ro« 
mails in the history of .£iieaft» they ifiU think the poe^ 
did very well in taking notice pf itf Thehisi»riam 
alMiK^^meiitioned acquaints us, .tha(t a ^phetssa had 
foretold J^neast he should take his voyage viestward* 
till his companions should eat theii* tables ; and tiwi: 
aoeordmgiy, upon his iandiiyg in Italy, aatthey were 
eating th^ fle^ upon cakes of breadfor want of other 
coaventences, they afterwards fed on the cakes Uiem« 
selves; upon which one of the oompaay said morrtly, 
Wt mre tatMg^ omt l€^c«« They immedyutfefily toc^ 
the hintf says the historian, and coachidcsd this pro^ 
fk^cj Ki be OilfiUed. M Vieg^ did not tfaakit pro- 
per to omit so material a particular in the^ history 
of Aieast k may he woeth while tD omsider with how 
]»ii«hju<^^m«ttt he has (|uaH&s<lit» and takenoff every 
thing that might haveappearedimpn^r for apa^aage 
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fci an liep^lc poem. Tlie prophetess who ibretells it itf 
an hungry Harpy, as the p^et^on who dkcorers it is 
young Ascanicis, 

, ^ Btus efiam mtnia9> cmwmifnw, inqtHi Jhlut / 

Ax. r. V. lie; 

S«c, we d^TOur tic plafea oa which f^ fed ! 

I>RTD£ar. 

< Such att observation, which is^ beautiful in the 
Ihouth of a boy, would hate been ridiculous from any 
other of the company; I am apt to think that the 
changing of the Trojan fleet into water nymphs, which 
is the most violent machine in the whole j&neid, and 
ftas given offence to setersd cridcsj may be acoounted 
for the same way. Virgil himself, before he begins ^ 
that reHlIonv premises that what he was going to tcH 
appeared incredible^ but that it was justified by tradi- 
tion. What fuTther coofifihs me that this cbEuige of 
the fleet was a celebrated circumstance m the history 
;£neas, is^ that Ovid has given a place to the saome 
MfMm9tfihMi9 in his account of Hke Issathen mydib^ 
logy. 

N<me of the critics I have met with have consblered 
the fable of the Jlneid in tiAs light, and taken notice 
how the tradition, on which it was founded, authoriaes 
those parts in it which appear most exceptionable. I 
hope the length of this reflection will not make it un- 
acceptable to the curious part of my readers. 
- The history, -wl^da was the basts of Mhon*s poem, 
is atill shorter than either that of the Iliad or £ne»L 
<Fhe poet has likewise taken care to insert every cir- 
cumstance of it in tlio body of his -febic. Thei^nth 
bo<*; which w are here W $^sider) ^ raisedjiip^ 
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that briaf acGOttot ia scij^Ktore, whcoreSn ire^aEe4old 
that the serpent was more subtile thtox imy >ea^ of 
the field, that he tempted the womai^ t(^.^, P^.^. 
forbidden fruit> that she was overcome by tjus temp- 
tation, and. that Adam followed her exan^Ie. From 
these few4>articulars, Milton has ibrmed one of fte 
most entertaining fables that invijntion ever produced. 
He has disposed of these sev^^ral cirA9m^tan$;e8 
among so many beautiful m^. i^tturalBctacps of his 
own, that his whole story l(K>ks only like a comment 
upon sacred writ, or rather seems to be a'fullWxd 
compleat relation of what the other Is only an^^jMtonfC 
I have insisted the longeV on this cohsiderration, as I - 
look upon the disposition and contrivance erf the tM6 
to be the principal beauty of th^ Mnth book, wHcH 
has more story in it, and is fuller of iiiciitotei, tha|l 
any other in the whole poem. Sata^s traverdug thi 
globe, and 'stt# keeping within the" shadow of the 
night, as*fea¥i&^^o be discovered by the an^ of the 
sun, who had b^jfore detected him, is one of those 
beautiful imaginations with which he introduces this 
his sepond series of adventures. Having examined 
the nature of eveiy qreature, and&und out one which 
was the mostproperfor his^rpose, he again returns 
to Paradise^; and, to avoid discovery, sii^s hj night 
with a river that ran under the garden, and rises up 
again throjxgh a fountain that issued from it by the tree 
.of life. The poet, who, as we have be^i^ taken no^Oi 
fipd^s.H^ Uttle as possible in hi8^wnpprfton,.a];kd9 aftjBf 
ihjs^ example «f Homer, fill# eveif* ^par^ <i£ his work 
with manners and chafacters, introduces a sotil9quy 
of this infernal agent, who w*$k9 thus restless in, the 
deatructioii of man. He is th^ ^^^sc^ed as gUdic^ 
^ouj^k the garden undsr tl^e r^embUuue of c^jnis^^ 
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in<>rclef t<>%iid<mttluitcreftttnTfm whkh he deidgned 
to tempt our ftiMptrents^ Tlik^deserij^tieiihasaome* 
iBaig^ in it ^$ttf poeocw woA sitfpriuii^* 

Sb tajfiif^ Ateugli eiMli ^lifiket d«ik or di7« 
likft a IblUdk mitt^.low creeping^ he held on 
His midnight search, where soonest he might find 
The serpent ; him faflt sleeping soon he found, 
ii kl^yrilkth of itfaAf a roimd self^^d : 
' Wi heUA «he Mdit, #e]l ilte^d wiOi subtle \nlei. 

The authp^ lAerwards gires us a description of the 
jmowagy which is wonderfully suitable to a divine 
poenif tmd peculiar lo that first season of nature ; he 
lefffeaeMi iht earth, before it was curst, as a great 
•totT) breathing out its incense from all parts, and 
aendiug vf a pkaaant savor to the nostrils of its 
Creator 1^ to which he adds a noble idea of Adam and 
£ve, asoiering Aeir morning wo^s^ip, and AlUng 
up the UBiveraal concert of pndse and ad(Nrati<m. 

Now when fts sacred Tight began to dawn 

In Eden on the humid flow'rs, that breath'4 

Their morhmg incense, when all thiags that hrealhef 

From th» etfth's great ahar send up saentptaisa 

To the Creator, aad his aostrils fiU 

"With grateful smell ; forth came the human pair. 

And join'd their vocal worship to the choir 

Of creatures wanting voice.— 

The ^Hflptito wludi fellows between our two first 
parents is rept ^a ene ed with great art: it piroceeds 
from a^fference of jiidgnient, not of pasdon; and is 
managed with reason, not with heat; it is such a dis- 
pute as we tttef suppose tnight have happened in 
Faratdbe, had tMat continued hap^ aBd*innocenl. 
T^ere is a great detkac/ in the moralities which are 
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interspersed in Adam's discourse, alkd whkh llie 
most ordinary reader cannot but take notice of. That 
force of love which the father of jnanl^pd so ^i^Iy 
describes in the eighth book) and which is inserted ii^ 
my last Saturday's paper, shews itself here in many 
fine instances ; as in those fond regards he casts to- 
wards Eve atjher parting from him. ^ 

Her long with ardent look his eye pursu'd 
Belighted, but desiringmore her stay : 
Oft 4ie to her his charge of quick return 
Bepeated ; she to hUn as oft engag'd 
To be returned by noon amid the bpw'r. 

In Ws impatienc^-and amusementduringher slbdcnce : 

— **-AdMn the whiter 
IrVaiting^desirous her return, had wove 
Of choicest flow'rs a garland to adorn 
>Her tresses, and her rural labors crown : 
As reapers oft are wont their liarvest queen. 
Oreat joy he promised to liis thoughts, and new - ' - 
Solace in her return, so tong delay 'd. 

But particularly in that passionate speech wherc^ 
seeing her irrecoverably lost, he resolves to perish 
with her rather t^tax) to live without her. 

——Some cursed fraud 
Of enemy hath begnird thee, yet imknown ? 
And me with thee hath ruin'd ; for with thee 
Certain my resolution is to die. 
How can I live without thee ? how ft)rego 
Thy sweet converse and love so dearly join'd. 
To live again in these wild woods forlorn ? 
Should God create another Eve^ and I 
Another rib afford, yet loss of thee ' 
Would never from my heart r no, no 1 1 feel 
The link of nature draw me ; flesh of flesh. 
Vol. VJ. 14 ^ , 
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Bone <^i»y bone, thou »t : and from thy state 
Mine never shaB be parted, bliss or woe ! 

The begJiimn^^of this speech and die prepiaratkiir 
fb it, are animated with the same spirit as the conclu- 
sion, which I have here quoted. 

The several wiles which are pnt in practice by the 
tempter, when he found Eve separated from her hus- 
band, the many pleasing images of nature which are 
intermixed in this part of the story, wkh its gradual 
and regular progrem to the fatal cataOn^he, are so 
very remarkable, that it would be tuperfiuons to p<Mnt 
out their respective beauties. 

I hav« avoided mentioning any particular simili' 
tudes in my remarks on this great work, because I 
have given a general account of tifem in my paper on 
the first book. There is one, however, in this part of 
the poem, which I shall here quote, as it is not only 
very beautiful, but the closest of any in the whole 
poem ; I mean that where the serpent is described as 
rolling forward in all his pride^ animated by the evil 
spirit, and conducting Eve to her destruction, while 
Adam was at too great a distance from her to give 
her his assistance. These several particulars are all 
of them wrought into the following similitude. 

—Hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his crest ; as when a wand'ring fire 
Compact of unctuous vapor, which the ni^ht 
Condenses, and the cold environs rounds 
Kindled tlirough agitation to a flame 
(Which oft, they say, somtf evil spirit attendsj) 
Hov'ring and blazing with delusive Jight, 
Misleads tji* amaz'd nigHt-wand'rer fromhts way 
To bogs and mires ; and oft through pond or posA, 
There swallow*d up and lost, from succour fa?. 
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Thiit secret mtoitication of pleasure, with all those 
traQsieiit flusbiwgs of guilt and joy which the poet 
coiaopares in oui* ih*9t parents upon their eating the for- 
biddeii fruit, to those flaggings of spirit, damps of sor- 
row, i^d mutual accuaations, which succeed it, are 
<;ouceived ^Xfkh a wonderiiii imagination> and descri- 
bed in very natural sovitm^Hs. 

Wten BadQ in the fourth £neid yields to that fa- 
tal teniptaticdi which ruined her, Virgil tells us the 
earth trombled, the heavens were filled with flashes 
of lightiiiog, and tl^ nymphs howled upon the mouiv- 
tain-tops. Milton, in the same poetical spiiit> has de« 
•crtbed aH ntuire as disturbed upon Eye's eating the 
jbrhidden fruit. v 

So sayingy her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit, she pluckt, she eat : 
' Barth fdt the wound, and nature from her seat 
8ighing, through all her woiks gave signs of woe. 
That oU was lost 

Upon Adam's falling into the same guih, the whole 
creation appears a second time in convulsions : 

^He scrupled not to eat 

Against his better knowledge ; not'd€cfeiv*d, 

But fondly overcome, with female, chdrtn. 

Earth trembled from her entrails, as agidn 

In pangs, and Nature gave a second groan* 

Sky lowr'd, and, mutt*ring thunder, some sad drdps 

Wept at completing of the mortal siu— 

As all. nature suffered by the guilt of our first 
parents^ these symptoms of trouble and constbr* 
Bation are wonderfully imagined, not only as prodi- 
gies, but as marks of hejr sympathizing in the fall of 
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Adam's converse with Ere, after having eaten the 
forbidden fruit, is an exact copy of that between Ju- 
piter and Juno ih the fourteenth Iliad.^ Juno there 
approaches Jupiter with the girdle wi^h she Mad're^ 
ceived Crorti Venus ; upon which he tells her, that 
she appeared more charming and desirable than- she 
bad ever done before, evon when thcdr loves were at 
the highest. The poet afterwards describe^ them as 
reposing oiv a summit of mount Ida, wMch produced 
under t^m a bed of flowers, the /dm«, the crotuBy and 
.the hyacinth^ and concludes hi&^ descripdon with 
their falling asleep; ^ 

■' Let the reader compare this with the folldwing pas- 
sage in Milton, which begins with Adam's speech to 
Eve : 

For never did thy beauty, fiihce the day 
I saw thee first and Wedded' thee, idiftn^d 
With all perfections, so inflame my sense 
Willi ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than ever, bounty of this virtuous tree 1 . . 
" So said he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of ambrduft Intent, well understood^ 
Of Eve, whos^ eye darted contagious fire. 
Her haikd lv& seiz.^<^ and to a -shady bank, . . . ^ 

Tliick over-hea4.,>^>th verdant poof embower'd. 
He led her notliing lothc flow'rs Were the couch, , 
Pansies, and violets, and asphodel. 
And hyacinth, ^artli's freshest softest' lap. 
There they their fill of love, and love's disport. 
Took largely, of their mutual guilt tiie sefll, " 
Thej golace of their ^n, till dewy sle.ep . . , j . . , 
^.Upjffpss'dthem— — -- — . , ^ l - 

As^no poet sebms ever lo Hav6 Btudied Homer 

more, or t6 have morcresembled'him ihrthe greatness 

f genius,' than Milton, I think I should have ^ven 
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but a very imperii account tji hk beauties, if I had 
not obserred the most remarkable passages which 
look likoc parallels in the«e two great authors. I 
solght) iut^e course of these criticisms, have taken 
notice4>f manj parlicalar liaesand expressions which 
iiare translated fipoA ^e-Greek poet; but as I thought 
this would have appearisd too mimi^ and over-curious, 
I have purposely omkted th^m: The greater ind^ 
deoits, howevefi «be not btily «ot off by being shewn 
in. the same light witi^^sevend of the sam<e nature in 
Homer, . bat J^ t^at meahs ms^ be idso guarded 
i^^ainst the caviAs ^ the tasteless or Ignorant. L 

No. 352. MONDAY, APRIL 14, 1712, 

BT STEELE. 

•«*— iSt ad honeHoUfn nati sumus, ea out sola ^Jcpetenda Mf, 
aut certe Mnrd fiondere gravier est h^tbtnda quam rdiqua 
omnia* Tujux.. 

If virtue be the end of our being, it must either engross our 
wh(de eoncem^ or at least take place (^ all our other 
interests. 

Will honeycomb wts complwnuig to me 
yesterday, that the conversation of the town is so al- 
tered of late years, that a fine gendeman is at a loss 
for matter to start discourse^ as well as unable to fall 
in with the talk he generiedfy meets with. WUl takes 
xiotice, that there is now an evil under the sun which 
he supposes to be entirely new, because not mention- 
ed by any satirist or moralist in any age : Men, said 
1», grow knaves sooner than ever they did since tho 
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creation of the woiid before* It y<m vetd the Irnge- 
dies of the last a^e, you find the artful meo^imd per* 
sons of intrigue, are advaoced very fut io-yevr^, and 
beyond the pleasurea aAd salties«of ytuth;. but n#w 
fVtll observes, that the young bai^e lakea An ite rices 
of the aged, and you shall have a man of &ye and 
twenty, craf^, £Bdse3 and intriguiiigi .not ashained 
to overreach, coBen,.a^'beg«Uef My Ineftd aiMs# 
that till about the latter eM loS KiagCharles' leign, 
there was neta va9€al of my e»i»e|ijD# undee &aty ; 
in the places of resort for cooversatioik, yeo ao^ 
Jiear nothing but what relates to the BB{»i[>vitig men's 
fortunes, without regard to the methods toward 
it. This is so fasfatoitable, that young men form 
themselves upon a certain neglect of every thii^ 
that is candid, simple, and worthy of true esteem ; 
and affect being yet worse than they are, by acknow- 
ledging in their general turn of mind and discourse, 
that they hare not any remaining value for time lu>nor 
and honesty ; preferring the capacity of being artful 
to gadn thdr ends, to the merit of despising those 
ends when they come in competition with their 
honesty. All this is due to the very silly p^ide that 
generally prevails, of being valued for the ability of 
carrying their point; in a word, from the ojunion that 
shallow and unexperienced peoi^e entertain of the 
short-lived force of cunning. But I sbaM> before I 
enter upon the various ^»ces which folly covered with 
artifice puts on to impose upon the unthinking, pro- 
duce a great authority for asserting, thft nothii^ but 
truth and ingenuousness has any last^g good effect, 
even upon a man's fortune and interest* 

** Truth and reality have all the.s^vantages of ap- 
pearance, and many more. If the shew of any thing. 
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1begoo4>forittyth«og9 I a^»iux^tiii«erityU better; 
f^whf,fifi^9»y.wam^AmwAlii^ ^ seem to bte that 
wJe^(^ j^ U Btpt* i^ b«ci»Aift h« thmk/i U^ood to have 
siioh« quiiUtf Asb^ jpteleiidfttA? For to ^Duoterleit 
and dissemble, ia to put oq the a^pearaoce of some 
Teal e3»:eUeicy. Nc^ the best way m the world £or 
a intaa t^ 9ewK to be ^r> thingf is really^ to be what hje 
would #ecmju> be, . B^flides thatf it is, mmy times as 
troii)dQafl«(ie, to make good the pretenoe of a good 
quality aa t^ hay^ it 3 and jf a.maa haive it not) it is tep 
to <me bothe isdi8Q9Y«redrtowaiit it^aod then all his 
paim .f^ l9bm to seem to have it i» lost There is 
a<NAethiog uiuiAtural in painting which a skilful 
e|« will ea^y discern irom native beauty and- com.- 
plexion. . 

. «Ijt is hard to personate and act a part loi^; &r 
whei*e truth is not at the bottom^ nature will always be 
endeavoring to retntns snd will peep out and betray 
faerscdf one tisne or oiher^ Therefore if foky man think 
it convenient to seem goodt let him be so indi^d, and 
then his goodness will appCMir to every body's satift£M> 
tion ; sa that upoA isM accounts imeerity is true wis- 
dom. Partifiularfy as ^o.the affairs of tlus w^rld» in- 
teg^ty ha^ m$^j adv«nt«^a4QV)sr<4dl the fine and ar- 
tificial wia^s of. disaimuiatiQnand deceit; it is mu^ 
the plainer and eaiier^inuch the safer and more secure 
WAj ai dealing in the world i it haalese of trouble and 
di&culty I of entanglement and perple jutyy of danger 
and hasaxdinit; itis the shortest and nearest way to 
our end> carrying lui thither in a straight ]ine» and wiU 
hold out and last loi^eat. The axta of deceit and 
cunning do continually grow weaker and lesa epk^ 
tYial and^aerricaaUe to them that um them ; whereas 
integnty. pint strength by me^ and the more and* 
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longer any nrnti pnietkelli k, tiro grafter serviee it 
doesldni, by cwiftrniing lib repHrtiftleii, ttideMomm- 
gtng tlMMO wkh iHi0fli'lwfaiftliKt6 4*^t» rep^ae-tiie 
grentett trust aad coaA^tt&oe liil^ wUeh iji mi im* 
8pMkiJ>l« ttdPfcntt^ in the bUBmeeeeod i^Urs of life.. 

^ Truth it always cdnsisteat with iti#l^ ^aad needs 
notlung to help it eut ; tt is alwayft 4iear at hand, and 
site iipen our lips, aad is ready to dr^ out iMfore we 
are aware; whereat a lie ts tro u btotoase,. aad sets a 
man's invention upon the rack ; and one ti4ek neede a 
great anuiy more to make it good. Itis tikebuilding 
upon a false foundation) which continnalty'Standa in 
need of pr«^ to shore it up, aad prove* at last mofe 
charg^eable than to have raised a substantial building- 
^at first upon a true and solid foundation ; for siacerityi 
is firm and snbstantialy and there is nothing iK>lk>wand 
unsotod in it, and because it is plain and open, fears 
no discoTsry ; of winch the crafty man is alwi^ in 
danger, and when he thinks he walks in the dark, all* 
Ittsppeteaces are so transparent* that he ^at rmns may 
read them: he is the hut man that finds himself to be 
focmd out; and whilBt he takes it for i^anted that he 
makes faolsiof others, he rendem- himself ridiculous. 

^ Add to ail this, that sJaeeriqF it the most com-- 
psndieus wiadoiD> andanexceilentinttromeiitibpthe ' 
speedy despatch of business ; it creates coaftdene^ in ^ 
those we have to deal mth, toves the labor of many/ 
enqnicies, and bringstfaings to aniimie ina&wwierdB : 
it is liketrHvellmg in aplain beaten road, wMehocMoa- - 
monly toiags a man sooner to his journey's end than 
by*wa]^ in which men^ftsn lose tbems^res^ In a ^ 
word, whatsoever oonvemenc&'.mi^ be thought to be ' 
in fiasetoodand ^ssinnllation, it4».soc«i orar; bat: 
the inconremence of it b perpetiMt^ bedM^se it brings 
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a man undeir an everlasting jealousy and soapkibn, so 
Xhat he is not believed when he speaks truth/ nor 
trusted when perhaps he means honestly. - When a 
man- hath once forfeited the reputiition of his integri- 
ty, he is set fast, and nothing will then servevhis^tiim^ 
neither truth nor falsehood. 

^ And I have often thought, that God luith in 
his great wisdom hid from men of false and dishonest 
minds the wonderful advantages of truth and intl^g- 
rity to the prosperity even of our worldly affairs; 
these men are so blinded by their covetousness and 
ambhioB, that they cannot look beyond a present ad- 
vantage, nor forbear to seisse upon itt^^thoitgh by M^jrs 
never so indirect ; they cannot see so far as to the re- 
mote consequences of astetuly integrity, and the vast 
benefit and advantkge's which it will bring a man^t 
last. Were but this sort of men wise, and cftfar'- 
sightcd enough to discern thfe, they would be hbnest 
out of very knavery, not out of any love to honesty and 
virtue, but with a crafty design to promote and' 
advance more effectually their own interests; and 
therefore the justice of the Divine Providence hath 
hid this truest point of wisdom from their eyes, that 
bad men might not be upon equal terms with the just 
and upright, and serve their own wi<*cd designs by 
honest and lawful means. 

** Indeed, if a man were only to deal in the world for a 
day, and should never have occasion to converse more 
^ith mankind, nevermore need their good opinion or 
good word, it were then no gi'eat matter (speaking as 
to the concermnents of tfd^ world^if a man spent his 
reputation al^at once, and ventured it at one throw': 
but if he be to continue in the world, and would have 
the advantage of conversation whilst he is in it^ 
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let him m»kt um of truth ai»l shic«nty in ail his 
words aad actknui : ior iMMhiiig bilt this wiU last and 
bold out to the end ; aU other arts will &il, but tr«ith 
aod iotegritjr will oarrf a jaaaa tbrougb» ackd bear him 
oiittotheliwt." T 

.No. 353. TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 1712. 

BV lfR« B. BVDGBLL. 

Jn tenui labor^"'^ Viae. Georg. 4. v. ft 

Tho' l»w the mibjeet» at deterres our pMni.' 

X HE gentleman who obliges the world m general^ 
and me io particular, with his thoughts upon educa- 
tion, has just sent me. the following letter, 

^ I take4he Uber^ to^eii/da £e>jarthl*iler^ uponij^ 
education of youth. In my last I gave you my 
idioughts about some jparticular tasks which I coq«' 
ceived it might not be amm to mix unth their usual 
exercises, in order to give them an early seiisoning of 
virtue; I shall in this propose some others^ which 
1 fancy might contribute to giVe them a right turn for 
^e world, and enable them to make their way in it. 

« The design of learning i>, as I take it, either to 
render a man an agreeably companion to himself, and 
teach him to support solitude wkh pleasure ; or, if he 
is not bom to an estate, to supply that defect^ and fur* 
jiish him with the means of acquiring one. A person 
who ai^lies himself to learning with the first <rf these 

• Kos. 30r, 3X3, 33r. 
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Tie vt^nuiy be said to iMudy dfor omament^aft heirbcipro- 
poseato biinself tke secowi, piroperly smi&t foriw. v 
The one does it to raise himself a fortune) the other 
to set off that wbkh he^is already pessesaed of. Bi^ 
as far the greater part of ma&klnd are inclcidesdiii the 
latter ciast>^ I shall onfy pvopose soise methods at ftre- 
seirt for the serrice of such whtk expect to ndrtmtt 
Vhemselves inthe^^otldby thiefrleanai^: In order 
to which, I shall premise, that muiy mens eittates 
have been acqmredby liule acooraptlshmentsfhan by- 
extraordinary ones ; those qtialhies which maitethe 
greatest figure in the eye of the wdtld, not being al- 
ways the most usefiid: itt^ themselves, or tfaemost ad- 
vantageous to their owners^ 

" The posts which re^re men of signing and^un- 
common, parts to discharge them are so very few, 
that many a great genias goes out of the world with- 
out ever having had an opportunity to exert i^If ; 
whereas persons of ordinary endowments meet with 
occasions fitted to their parts and capacities every day 
in the common occurrences of lile. 
. "I am acfquainted' with two persons who were for- 
merly school-fellowS) imd have been good friends 
ever smce. One of ^em was not only thoiight an im- 
penetrable blockhead at school, but still maintained 
his reputaticm at the university; the other was ^le 
pride of his master, and the most celebtated person 
in the college of which he was a member. The man 
of genius is at present buried in a countiy pai'sonage 
of eight score pounds a jrear ; while ^ otfaer^ ivith 
the bare abilities of a common scrivener, has got an 
estate of above an hundred ^ousand pounds.* 

«< I fancy from what I hare ^aidit will alntost appear 
a doubtful case to nuoiy a ^ealtby citizen, Whether ifr 
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^o heoughtto wish bis son should be a great gemua; 
butijthis i fan sure c^ that nothing is more absurd than 
to gire a lacf the education of xme^ whom nature has 
not favored with any particuhu: marks of distinctimi. 

.<<Th€ fault therefore of our grammar-schools is, 
that every boy is pushed on to works of genius ^ 
whereas it would be far more advantageous for the 
greatest part of them to be taught such little practi- 
calrartft and sciences as do not require any great share 
of .parts to be maHer .of them, and yet may come often 
into play during the. coui'se of a man's life . 

^^Such are all the parts of practical geometi^r. I 
have known a man contract a friendship with a minis- 
ter of state upon cutting a dial in his window : a^ re- 
member a clergyman who got. one of the best benefi- 
ces in the west -of England, by setting a country gen- 
tleman's affairs in some method, and giving him an 
exact survey of his estate. 

^< While I am upon this subject, I cannot forbear 
mentioning a particular which is of use in every sta- 
tion of life, and which methinks eveiy master should 
teach his scholars ; I mean the writing of English let- 
ters. To this cpd, instead of perplexing them with 
Latin epistles, themes, and verses, there might be a 
punctual correspondence established between two 
boys, who might act in any imaginary parts of busi- 
ness, or be si^wed sometimes to give a range to .their 
own fancies, and communicate to each other whatever 
trifle? they thought fit, provided neither of them ever' 
failed at the af^pointed tjime to answer his correspond 
dent's lettitr.. 

"I believe I may venture to affirm, that the gene- 
rality of boys would find themselves more advantaged 
by^this custqm,- whc|^ the)|^ome to be men, tlian by 
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all the Greek and Latin their masters cant'each tiiem 
in seven or eight years. * ' ' 

"The want of it is very nsible in many learned 
persons, who, while they are admiring the styles of 
Demosthenes or Cicero, want phrases to express 
themselves on the most common occasions, t have 
seen a letter from one of these Latin orators, whicK 
would have been deservedly laughed at by a common 
attorney. 

■<* Under this head of writing I cannot omit accounts 
and short-hand, which are learned with little pains, and 
very properly come into the number of such arts as I 
have been here recommending. 

«%u must doubtless. Sir, t>bscrve, that I have hi- 
therto chiefly in^sted upon these things for such boys 
as do not appear to have any thing extraordinary in 
their natural talents, and consequently are not quali- 
fied for the finer parts of learning; yet I believe' 
I might carry this matter still further, and venture to 
assert, that a lad of genius has sometimes occasion 
for these little acquirements, to he as it were the 
forerunners of his parts, and to introduce him into the 
world. 

"History is full of examples of persons, who, 
though they have had the largest abilities, have been 
obliged to insinuate themselves into the favor of 
great men by these trivial accomplishments; as the 
coiwplete gentleman, in some of our modem come- 
dies, makes his first advances to his mistress under 
the disguise of a painter or a dancing-master. 

" The difference is, that in a lad of genius these 
are only so many accomplishments, which in another 
«re essentials; the one diverts himself with them, the 
o^ier works at them. In short, I look upon a greut 
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geniusj withtbese little additions, in the same light 
as I regard the Grani Signior, who is4>bUged, by.an 
express conuaand in the iUcoran, to leam and practise 
some bandicraCt trade. Though I need not to have 
gone for my instance farther than Germanyi where 
several Bmperors have voluntarily done the same 
thing. Leopold the last worked in wood ^ and I havc^ 
heard there are several handicraft works of his ma- 
Jdng to be seen at Vienna, so neatly turned, that the 
best joiner in Europe might safely own them, without 
any disgrace to his profession.'' 

<< I would not be thought by smy thing I have said, 
to be against improving a boy's genius to the utmos| 
pitch it cah be caixied. What I would endeavor 
to shew in this essay is, that there may^be methods 
taken to make learning advantageous even to ih^ 
meanest capacities. I am. Sir, 
X ^Tout's &c." 

JJo. 354. WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16, 1712. 

BY STEELE. From the Letter-box. 

. 'Cum fnagnU virtutibut affera ' 
Grande mperciUufn-"'^ Juv. Sat. 6. v. 168.^ 

We own thy virtues ; but we blame beside 
Thy TD^dt elate with insolence and pride. 



"Mr. Spectator, 



"Yc 



< 1 OU have in some of your, discourses described 
most sorts of women in their itistiiict and proper 
classes, as the a/iCy the coquette^ and many others ;r 
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but I tWnk you- have never yet said any thing of 
a devotee, A devotee is one of "those who disparage 
religion by their ^ indiscreet and imseasonable in- 
troduction of the mention of virtue on all occasions'; 
she professes she is what nobody ought to doubt she^ 
is ; and betrays the labor she is put to, to4^ what she 
ought to be with cheerfulness* and alacrity. She 
lives in' the world, and denies herself none of the di« 
versions of it, witha constant declaration how insipid 
fdl things in it are to her. She is never herself 
but at church ; there she displays her virtue, and is 
do fervent in her devotions, that t have frequently 
seen her pray herself out of bres^th. While other 
young ladies in the house are dancing or playing 
at questions and commands, she reads akmd in her 
eloset; She says, all love is ridicuious except it 
be celestial ; but she speaks of thcr {>asftion of one 
mortal to another with too much bitterness, for one 
that had no jealousy mixed with her contempt of it. 
If 9X any time she sees a man warm in his addresses 
to his mistress, she will lift up her eyes to hea- 
ven, and cry. What nonsense is that fool talking ! 
Will the bell never ring for prayers? We have 
an eminent lady of this stamp in bur country, who 
Ipretends to amusements very much above the rest of 
ker sex. She never carries a white shock^og with 
bells imder her arm, nor a squirrel or dormouse 
In her pocket, but always an abridged jHece of mora^ 
lity to steal out when she is sure of being observed^ 
Wlien she went to the famous ass*>race (which I must 
confess was but an odd diversion to be encouraged by 
people of rank^and figure,) it was not, like other lad- 
dies, to hear those poof aninsis bray, nor to see fel- 
lows run naked, or to hear country 'squires Uk 
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bob wigs and white girdles make love at the side of a 
coach) and cry, Madam, this is dainty weather. Thus 
she described the diversion^ fijr she went only to 
pray heartily that nobody might be hurt in the crowd, 
and to see if the poor fellow's face, which was distort- 
ed with * grinning, might any way be brought to 
itself aga«). She never chats over her tea, but co- 
vers her face, and is supposed in an ejaci^ation before 
she tastes a sup. This ostentatious behaviov is such 
an offence to true sanctity, that it disparages it, 
and makes virtue not only unamiable, but also ridi- 
culous. The sacred writings are full of reflections 
whrch abhor this kind of conduct; and a devotee 
is so far from promoting goodness, that she de- 
ters others bf her example. FoUy and vanity in one 
of these ladies is like vice in a clergyman; it does, 
not only debase him, but makes the inconsiderate part 
of the world think the worse of religioa* 
« I am Sir, 

" y^MT humble servant, 

"HorsFURjf 

^)^ "]\fa. Spectator^ 

^Xenophon in his short account of the Spartan 
commonwealth, speaking of the behavior of their 
young men in the streets, says, there was so much 
modesty in their lookis, that you might as soon have 
turned the eyes of a marble statue upon you a» theirs ; 
and that in all their behavior they were more^ modest 
than a bride when pHt to bed upon her weddlng«- 
night. TMs virtue, whiqh is . always isubjoined to. 
magnaniixuty, ha<l such an influence upon their cou*^ 
rage, that in bat^ an ejierny could not look thern^ ia 
.the face, and they durst npt but die for their country. 
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« Wheneyei* I walk into the streets of l/mdon and 
Westntinstet*, the countenances of all the young fel- 
lows that pass by me make me wish myself in Spar- 
ta: I meet with such blustering airs, big looks, juid 
- bold fronts) that to a superficial observer would 
bespeak a courage above those Grecians. I am 
arrived to that perfection in speculation, that I imder- 
Stand the langus^e of the eyes, which would be 
a great misfortune to me, had I not corrected the tes- 
tiness of old age by philosophy. There is scarce a 
man in a red coat Who does not tell me, with d ' 
full stare, he is a bold man: I see several swear 
inwardly at me, without any offence of miaci but the 
oddness of my person >■ I meet contempt in every 
street, expressed in different manners, by the scorn- 
ful look, the elevated eye-brow, and the swelling nos- 
trils, of the proud and prosperoiis. The 'pi*entice 
speaks his disrespect by aa extended finger, and the^ 
porter by stealing out his tongue. If a countrf 
gentleman appears a little curious in observing the 
edifices, signs, clocks, coaches,^ and dials, it is not to 
be imagined how the polite rabble of this town, who 
are acquainted with l^ese objects,, ridicule his rusti- 
city. I have known a fellow with a burdbn oa 
his head steal a hand down fro^i his load,, and slily 
twirl the cock of a 'squire's hat behind him ;. while 
the offended person is swearing, or out of coun* 
tenance, all the wag-wits in the high-way are grinning 
in i^^^ause of the ingenious rogue that gave him the 
tip) and the foliar of him who had not eyes all round 
his *head to prevent receiving it These things ansa 
from a general affectation of smartness, wit, and coun 
rage. Wycherly somewhere rallies the pretensions 
this way^ l^ n^tking a fellem isay, Red breeches s^e n 
15 • 
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certain sign of valor; and Otway makes a man, 
to boast his agility, trip up a beggar on crutches. 
From such hints I beg a speculation oi\ this subject ; 
in the mean time, I shall do all in ibe power of 
a veak old fellow in my own defence : For as Dio- 
genes, being in quest of an honest maD> sought for him 
whe^ it was broad daylight with a lanthpm and 
candle, so I intend for the iatare to walk the streets 
with a darii lanthorn, which has a convex, crystal 
in itf and if anyman stares at me, I give &ir warning 
>that I'll direct the light foil into his eyes. Thus, 
despa^Hi^ to find men modest, I hope by this means- 
to evade tdeir impudence. I am, Sir, 

*^ Y(mr ipost humble servant, 

<^ SoFH&osuiriva." 



No. 355- THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 171% 

BT ADDISOir. 

. Mn ego mordact distrinxi' carmine ^enqtutm* 

Ovid. Trist L 2. v^ 563. 

I ne'er in gall dip'd. my envenom'd pen, 
^ Nor branded the bold front of shameleas men. 

1 HAVE been very often tempted to write invectives 
upon tl^ose who have detracted from my works, 
or spoken in derogation of nay person; but. I look 
upon it as a particular happiness, that I have jdwa}^ 
hindered my resentments from proceeding to €tda ex- 
tremity. I once had gone through half a satire, but 
fcund so many motions of humanity rising in me 
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towards the persons whom 1 .had sererely treat* 
ed> that I threw it intp the fire withoi^ ever finishinjg^ 
it. I have been angry enough to make severaUitlie 
epigrams and lampoons; .and, afiber having admired 
them a cky or two, have likewise committed them to 
the flames. These I look upon as so manf sacrifices 
to.hunianitjrf and having received much greater satis- 
&ction from the suppressing such performancesi 
than I could have done from any reputation they 
might have procured me, or from any mortificaticm 
they might have given my enemies^ in case I had 
made them public. If a man has any. talent, in 
wHting) it shows a good mind to forbear answering 
calunmies and reproaches in the same spirit of bitter- 
ness with which they are offered: but when a man 
has been at some pguns in making suitable returns to ^ 
an enemy, and has the instruments of revenge in his 
hands, to let drop his wrath^ and stifle his resent- 
i)aents, seems to have something in it great and 
heroical. There b a particular merit in such a 
way of forgiving an enemy ; and the more violent alid 
unprovoked the offence has been, the greater still is 
the merit <^ him who thus forgives it. 

I never met with a consideration that is mi^re finely 
spun, and what has better pleased me, than one 
ifk EpictetuSi which places an enemy in a new lights 
and gives us a view of him altogether different from 
tjiat in which we are used to regard him. The sense 
of it is as follows ; Does a man reproach thee for be- 
ipg prQud or ill-natured, envious or conceited* igno* 
rant or deti*acting ? Consider with th3rself whethjBr his 
reproaches arc true. If they are not, consider that 
thou, art not the person whom he reproaches^ but that 
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he regies an. iimginaiy bdng, loid periwp^ lores^^ 
what thou reallf art* though he haX^B what thou 
i^peai^stto be : iflus reproaches are true^ if thou art^ 
the envious iilniatured man he t^es thee for, give' 
thyself another turn, become mild, afly>le|imd obli- 
gingi and hb reproaches of thee naturally cease ; his 
reproaches may indeed continue, but thou art no 
longer the person whom he reproaches. 
' . I ofteh apply this rule to myself; and when I hear 
of a satirical speech or wrtting that is aimed at me, I 
examine my own heart, whether I deserve it w not. 
If I bring in a verdict against myself, I endeavor to 
rectify my conduct for the future in those particulars 
wbicb^ have drawn the censure upon me; but if 
the whole bvective be grounded upon a fidsehood, I 
trouble myself no further about it, and look upcHt my 
name at the head of it to sign^ fio more than one of 
those ficdtiotts names made use of by an author to in-^ 
troduce an ima^nary character* Why should a man* 
be sensible of the s^g of a reproach,- who is a stran-^^ 
ger to the guilt that is implied in it ^ Or subject him* 
self to the penalty, when he knows he has never com-^ 
mitted the crime I This is a piece of fortitude which 
every one owes to his own innocence, and without 
which itis impossible for a man c^any merit orfigure 
to live at peace yritb himself in a country ^iatabounds> 
with wit and liberty. 

The famous Monsieur Balzac, in a letter to the. 
diancellor of France, whohad preventedthe publica- 
tion of a book agamst him, has the following wordSf. 
which are a lively picture of the greatness of mind so* 
visible in the works of that author << If it wa3 a new 
tfiingr k may be I should not be displeased wHh the 
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suppression of the first libel that should abuse me ; 
but since there are enough of them to make a small 
library, I am secretly pleased to see the number in- 
creased, aaid take delight in raising a heap of stoneiTy 
^at envy has cast at me Tvkhout doing me any 
harm." 

The author here alludes to those monuments of 
the eastern nations, which were mountains of stones 
J^sed upon the dead bodies by travellers, that used 
to cast every one bis stone upon it as they piissed by. 
It is certain, that no momUment is so glorious as one 
which is thus raised by the hands of envy. For my 
part, I admire an author for such a temper of mind, 
as enables him to bear an undeserved reproach with- 
out resentment, more than for all the wit of any of the 
finest satirical reply. 

Thus far I thought necessary to explain myself in 
Illation to those who have animadverted on this 
paper, and to shew the reasons why I have not thought 
fit to return them any formal answer. I must further 
add, tlMtt the work would have been of very little use 
to the public, had it been filled with personal reflec- 
tions and debates ; for which reason I have never once 
turned out of my way to observe those little cstvils 
which have been made against it by envy or ignorance. 
The common fry of scribblers, who have no other way 
of being taken notice of biit by attacking what has 
gained some reputauon in the world, would have fur- 
nished me with business enough, had they fi^und me 
disposed to enter the lists with them* 

I shaU conclude with the fable of Boccolini's tra" 
vcller, who was so pcjstered with the noise of gp*ass- 
hc^pers in his ears, that he alighted from his horse in 
great wrath to kill them all. ThiS| says the authors 
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was troubling himself to no manner of purpose : had 
he pursued his journey without taking notice of 
4tiem, the troublesome insects would hav^ died of 
themselves in a very few wee A, and he would have 
^vffered nothing from them.* L»* 

•S«eNo. 262. 
*Io.356. FRII>AY,APRILl8>irl». 

BY STEELE. 

Apttisifna quaque datmnt dii, 
Carior est illU homo qudm *ibi / Juv. Sat. 10. v. 3491 



-The gods wUl grant 



What their unerring wisdom sees thee want : 
Ih goodness, as in greatness, they excel : 
iLh that we loY'dottrselres but half as well \ 

Drydeit.' 

JIt is owing to pride> and a. decret affection of a cer«- 
tain self-existencO) that the noblest motive for acdoa 
that ever was proposed to man is net acknowledged 
the glory and happiness of their being. The heartis 
treacherous to itself; and we do not let our reflections 
go deep enough to receive religion as the most ho^ 
norable incentive to good and worthy actioitt^ It is 
our natural weakness to flatter ourselves into a belief 
that if Ve search into our inmost thoughts, we 
find ourselves wholly disii^erested, and divested of 
any views arising from self-love and vaiu^glory. But 
however spirits of superficial greatness may disdaifiaC 
first ^ght to do any thing but from a AolMe impQht 
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in themselves, wiihout any future regards in tilus 
or any other being; upon stricter enquiry they will 
find, to act worthily, and expect to be rewarded onl]^ 
in another world, is as heroic », pitch of virtue as hu« 
man nature can arrive at. If the tenor of our action^ 
have any other motive than the desire to be pleasing 
in the eye of the Deity, it will necessarily follow, that 
we must be more than men, if we are not too much 
exalted in prosperity and depressed m adversity. But 
the Christian world has a Leader ; the contemplation 
of whose life and sufferings must administer comfort 
in affliction, while thf sense of his power and omni- 
potence must give them humiliation in prosperity. 
^ It is owing to the fbrbidding and unloyely con- 
straint with which men of low conceptions act when 
they think they confprm themselves to religion* 
as well as to the more odious conduct of hypocrites, 
that the word Christian does not carry with it at first 
view all that is great, worthy, friendly, generous, and 
heroic. The man who suspends his hopes of the re* 
ward of worthy actions till after death, who can bestow 
unseen, who can overlook hatred, do good to his slan-. 
dcrer, who can never be angry at his frien4) never re- 
vengeful to his enemy — is certainly formed for the be- 
nefit of society: yet these are so far from heroic vir- 
tues, that they are butthe ordinary dutiesof aChristian. 
When a man with a steady faith looks back on thp 
great catastrophe .of this day, with what bleeding 
emotions of heart must he contemplate the life and 
sufferings of his .Deliverer ! When his agonies occur 
to him, how will he weep to reflect that he has often 
forgot them for the glance of . a wanton, for the 
applause of a vain world, for an heap of fleeting past 
pleasures, which are at present aching sorrows ! 
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UoW i^easiag is the contemplation of the lowly 
steps our almighty Leader took in conducting us 
to his heavenly mansions i In plain and apt parable, 
similitude, and allegory, our great Master enforced 
the doctrine t>f our salvation : but they of hb acquaint- 
ance, instead of receiving what they could not oppose, 
were offended at the presumption of being wiser than 
they : they could not raise their little ideas above the 
consideration of him, in those circumstances familiar 
to them, or conceive, that be who appeared not more 
terrible or pompous, should have any thing more ex- 
alted than themselves: he in that place therc^fore 
would no longer ineffectually exert a power whicl^ 
was incapable of conquering the prep^session of 
their narrow and mean conceptions. 

Multitudes followed him, and brought him the , 
dumb, the blind, the sick, and maiiped ; whom when 
their Creator had touched, with a second life they saw, 
spoke, leaped, and ran. In affection to him, and ad- 
miration of his actions, the crowd could not leave him, 
but waited near him, till they were almost as faint and 
helpless as others they brought for succor. He had 
compassion on them, and by a miracle supplied their ' 
necessities. Oh, the ecstatic entertainment, when 
they could behold their food immediately increase to 
the distributer's hand, and see their God in person 
feeding and refreshing his creatures ! Oh, envied hap- 
piness ! But why do I say envied? as if our God did 
not still preside over our temperate meals, cheerful 
hours, arid innocent conversations. 

But though the sacred story is every where full of 
miracles not inferior to this, and though in tlie midst 
of those acts of divinity he never gave the least hint 
of a design to become a secular prince, yet had not 
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hitherto the apostles themselves any other thanhopea 
of worldly power, preferment, riches, and pomp; for 
Peter, upon an accident <if ambition among the apos- 
tles, hearing his Master explain that his kingdom was 
,Aot of this world, was so scandalized that he whom he 
had so l(»ig followed should suffer the ignominy, 
shame, and death, which he foretold, that he took him 
aside and said, ^Be it far from thee, Lord, this shall 
not be unto thee;" for which4xe suffered a severe re- 
prehension from his Master, as having in his view the 
glory of man rather than that of^od. 

The great change of things began to draw near, 
when the Lord of Nature thought fit as a Saviour and 
a Deliverer to make his public entry into Jerusalem, 
wkh more than the power and joy, but none of the 
ostentation and pomp of a triumph: he came humble, 
meek, and lowly; with an \mfelt new ecstasy, multi- 
tudes strewed his way with garments and olive- 
branches, crying with loud gladness and acclamation, 
M Hosannah to the Son of David I blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord!" At this great King's 
accession tp his throne, men were not ennobled, but 
s»ved; crimes were not remitted, but sins forgiven ; 
he did not bestow medals, honors, fevors, but health, 
joy, sight, speech. The firstobject the blind ever saw 
was the Author of sight; while the lame ran before, 
and the dumb repeated the Hosannah. Thus attended, 
he entered into his own house, the sacred temple, and 
by his divine authority expelled traders and world- 
Kngs that profaned it; and thus did he for a time use 
a great and despotic power, to let unbelievers under- 
stand that it was not want of, but superiority to all. 
worldly dominion, that made him not exert it. But is 
this then the Saviour? is this the Deliverer? Shall 
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diis obscure Naaarene coimaand Istnel and mt on tbn^ 
throne of David? Their proud and disdainful hearts, 
which were petrified with the love and pride of tiua 
world, were imfn'egnable to the reception of so mean 
a bene£ftGtor, loid were now enough exasperated with 
^nefits to conspire his dei^i« Our Lord wae sensible 
of their design^ and prepared his diaciples for it» by> 
recounting to them now more distinctly what should 
befall him; but Peter with an ungrounded resoludouy 
and in a flush of temper^ made a sanguine protestatbni 
that though all men were offended in him, jet would 
BOt he be offended. It was a great article of our 
Saviour's business in ^e world, to bring us to a sense 
of our inability without God's assistance, to dd anjr 
thing great or good; he therefore tMi Peter, who 
thought so well of his courage and fidelity, that they 
would both fail him, and even he should deny late 
thrice that very night. 

^ But what heart can conceive, what tongue utter 
the sequel ? Who is that yonder buffeted^ mocked, 
and spumed? Whom do they drag like a feloa? 
Whither do they carry my Lo'rd^ my King, siySavbur, 
and my God ? And will he die to expiate those' very 
injuries ? See where they have nailed the Lord and 
Giver of life ? How his wounds blacken, his body 
writhes, his heart heaves with pity and with agony \ 
Oh Almighty sufferer, look down, look down from 
thy triumphant in&my. IiO,heim:Hneshisheadtohi& 
sacred bosom! Hark, he groans! see, he expires t 
The earth trembles, the temide rends, the rocka 
burst, the dead arisCu Which are the quick ? which 
are the dead? Sure nature, all nature, b departing^ 
with her Creator." 

T 
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No. 357. SATURDAY, APRIL 19, 1712. 

©Y ADDISON. 

— Qtti* taliafandQ 

Temperet d Ixiehrymit ^^m*^ VxBC JEn. 2. v. &* 

Who can relate such woeg without a tear ? 

« - 

X HE tenth book of Paradise Lost has a greater 
variety of persons iij it than any other in the whole 
poem. The author, upon the win(ting up of his 
action, introduces all those who had any concern 
in It, and shews, with great beauty, the influence 
'whidiktiad upon each of them.. Itis like the last 
«ct of a welKwritten tragedy, in which all who had a 
ijMirt in it are generi^ly drawn up before the audienee, 
And represented under those circumtKmces in which 
!tte detenmnatioa of the action phceathem. 

I shall thetefere consider thi« book un^r fbur 
iM«ds; in relatbn to the cel^sdal^ .the i^tfernal^ tl» 
'^tman, ^uid the iakaginary persons^ who have thek 
(Vesfiectivis paita allotted in it. 

To b#giq with the oeiesdal persons: the gulu'diaii 
duiigcb of Faradite ^e described as t^umiiig to h^- 
y^n up^ dM fall df man^ in order to approve their 
TigUafeuse^ their altital, tl^ir manner of receptuMs, 
with the soitow Which appeai^ed in themselres^ ^d 
in those spirits who aite.said to rejoice at tiie conver- 
sion of a annfenr^ a^^ very finely kid together in 
t&e following lines :«f« . 

Up into heav'nfrom Paradise in haste 

Th' an^lic g^uards ascended, mute and Bad 
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Tot man ; for of his state by thift he knew i 

Much wond'riDg how tlie subtle fiend had stoPn 

Enhance unseen. Soon as the unwelcome news 

From earth arriv'd at heaven-gate, displeas'd 

All were who heard : dim sadness did not spai:^^ 

That time celestial visages ; yet, mixt 

With pity, violated not their bliss. 

About the new-aniv*d, in multitudes 

Th' ethereal people ran, to hear and kiipw ^ 

How all befell ; they tow'rds the throne supreme 

AccQAintable made haste, to make i4>pear. 

With righteous plea, their utmost vigilance. 

And easily approv'4 ; when the Most High 

Etemat Father from his secret cloud 

Amidst,, in thunder uttered thus his vmce. 

The san^e divine person vrho) in the fbr^going 
par^ of thU poem^ interceded for otrr fint parents 
bcfibre their £biU, overthrew the rebel angek, and 
ci*eated the workl) is now represented as descendii^ 
to Paradise) and pronouncing sentence upkm the three 
offenders. The oool of the evening beihg a circum- 
stamce wkh whdch holy writ introduces itat great 
scenC) itis poetically described by our author, who 
has also kept religiously to the icOm o£ words in 
which the thr^ several sentences were parsed upon 
Adam, Eve, and the serpent He has rather chosen 
to neglect the numerousness of his verse than^tode- 
viate from those speeches which are recorded on 
this great occasion. The guilt and confu^on of our 
iirst parents standing naked before their Judge^ is 
touched with great beauty. Upon the arnhralof sin 
and death into the works of the creadcm, the Al- 
mighty is again introduced as speaking to his angels 
that surrounded liim. 
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^let ! «kk trliat keat tiiese dfi^ of hdl adiance* 
T6 WMte ftQd faa¥oc yonder world, whick I 
• So fair and ifood created, &c. 

The following passage is formed upon that glo- 
rious image in holy writ, which compares the voice 
Df an innumerable host of angels, uttering halle- 
lujahs, to the voice of mightj thundeiings, or'qf 
many waters :•«». 

fie ended, and the liMTUy awfienceteid 
8img liaUekiJAli^ ag theiMuad of bcm^ 
Through imulUitude that wmg : Just Mxe thy ways» 
Highteous are thy decrees, in all thy works, 
"Who can extenuate thee ?— 

Thoug!! the autfior in the whole toorse of Ms 
po^m and partic^ularffin the boo^L we are now^xomi- 
tiing, has infinite allusions to places of scripture, 
I have only taken notice, in my remarks, of such as 
are of a poetical nature, and which are woven with 
great beauty into the body of his £able. Of this kind 
is that passage in the present book, where^ describing 
Sin and Death as marching through the worlds of na- 
ture, he adds^ 

— behind her Deaib, 
Close foBowing pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale hors e 

Which afiv^sto that passage in 8Girq>tare ao won- 
derfully poetknd, and terrifying to the imagination* 
*< And I kx^d, and behold a pale horse^ aEod his name 
that sat <m kim was Death, and Hell foUowed with 
him : and power was given iii^x> them over the fourth 
part of the earth, to kill with the sword, and with 
hanger, and with sickness, and with the beasts of th^ 
!6 * n ] 
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earth." Under this fint head of celetdal persotis, 
we must likewise tal^e notice of the command which 
the angels received^ to produce the sereral chang^es 
in nature, and sully the beauty of the creation. Ac* 
cordingly, they are represented a& infecting the stars 
and planets with malignant influences, weakening 
the light of the sun^ bringing down the winter into 
the milder regions of nature, planting ,winds and 
storms in several quarters of the sky, storing the 
clouds with thimder, and, in short, penrerting the 
whole frame of die universe to the c<mdition of 
its criminal inhabitants. As this is a noble incident 
in the poem, the following lines, in which we see the 
angels heaving up the earth, and placing it in a 
different posture to tho^sun front what it had before 
the fall of man> is conceived with that sublime 
imagination which was so peculiar to this grea^ 
author i-i—— 

Some say he bid his angels turn askance 
The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the sun's axle ; they with labor push'd 
Oblique the centric glo be t 

We are, in the second place, to consider the infer- 
nal agents uAder the view which Milton has given us 
of them in this book. It is observed by those who 
M^ould set forth the greatness of Virgil's plan, tl^ 
he conducts his reader through all the parts of the 
earth which were discovered in Hs time. Asia, 
Afiica, and Europe, are the several scenes of .hift;. 
iable. The plan of Milton's poem is of an infinitely 
greater extent, and fills the mind with hiuny more 
astonishing circumstances* Satan, having surrounded 
the earth seven times, departs at length from Pa.- 
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radke. We then see htm steering^his course among 
the amstellations, and after having traversed the 
-whole creation, pursuing his voyage through the 
Chaos, and entering into his own infernal dominions. 

His first appearance in the assembly of fallen 
angels, is worked up with circumstances which giv^ 
a delightful surprise to the reader; but there is 
no incident in the whole poem which does this more 
than the transformation of the whole audience, that 
follows the account their leader gives them of bis 
expedition. The gradual change of Satan himaelf 
is described after Ovid's manner, and may vie with 
any of those celebrated transformations which are 
looked upon as the most beautiful parts in that poet's 
work. Milton never fails of' improving his own hints, 
and bestowing the last finishing touches in every 
incident which is admitted into his poem. The 
unexpected hiss which arises. in his episode, the 
dimensions and bulk of Satan, so much superior 
to those of the infomal ^irits who lay under the same 
transformation, with the annual change which they 
are supposed to suffer, are instances of this kind. 
The beauty of the diction is yety remarkable in this 
whole episode, as I have observed in the sixth ps^r 
of these remarks the great judgment with which 
it was contrived. 

The parts of Adam and Eve, or the human per* 
sons, come next under our consideration. Milton's 
art is no where more shewn than in his conduct- 
ing the parts of these our first parents. The repre- 
sentation he gives of them, without falsifying the 
story, is wonderfully contrived to influence the reader 
with pity and compassion toward^ them. Though 
Adam involves the whole species in misery, his 
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crime pniceeds from a ireaimew widcli every man it 
inetiiied to pardon aBd oemraiieratey as it seems 
ratherthe frailty of Ixufiian Batiare, Chan of the |»ersoA 
who offnuded. Erery 'one tt apt to eKcuse a ^fimk 
w^:h he hhnsetf might hanre Mtaalnto. it wtti tl^ 
excess of love fat £^ that raiiied Achom and ids 
|»os«eii^. f need «ot add^ Uiattbe «iithor is jitstified 
in tkb partacolar by many of the fathers and the most 
orthodox writers. Milton has, hf this means, ^tted 
a ^e«t part of his ^oem with that lund of writing 
whkh ttie French critics odl the tenire^ mA which 
is ia « parcic«hdr manner engaging lo iil scats ei 
readers. 

Adam and £ve, in the book we wpt now con* 
sidei:kig, are likewise drawn with such sentiinei^s.«s 
do not only interest the reader in ^elr.«Aictions, hot 
raise in him the most mehang pasuons of humanity 
and commiseration. When Adam sees the serend 
changes of ntttiire ppodoeed about him, he appeals in 
a disorder of mind suitable to one who had forfiutsd 
ho<h his innocence and his happiness ; he is filled 
with horror, remorse, despair; in the ang«Ufth of his- 
heart he expostulates wkh his Creator Ibr having, 
gt^qen hka an oimsked existence. 

Did I request thee. Maker, from my clay 
To mould me man ? Did I solicit thee 
Prom darkness to promote me ? Or here place 
In this delicious garden ! As my will 
Ooncurr'd not to my being,, 'twere but right 
J^ad-equd to veduce me to my dus^ 
^EMirou» to resign, and render back 
AU X receiv'd— -:--» 

He immediately after recorers from his presump- 
tion, owns his doom to be just,' and begs that the 
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death which is threatex^d him may be inflicted oa 
him. 

. . n M I / Why delays 
HiB hand to exettttte. what his -deeree 
Fix*d OB this day ? . Why do I overlive I • 
Why am I mock'd with death, and lengthened out ^ 

To deathless pain ? How gladly would I meet 
Mortality my sentence, and be earth 
Insensible ! how glad would lay me down. 
As in my mother's Iqi ! there should I rest 
And sleep secure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears : no fear of worse 
To me and to my offspring would torment me 
With cruel expectatio n 

This whole speech is full of the like emotion^ and 
varied with idl those sentiment^ which we may sup* 
pose natural to a mind so broken and disturbed* 
I must not omit that generous concern whkh our firsi 
faster shews in it for his posterky, and which is 
so proper to affect the reader, 

— — ^Hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my height 
Of happiness ! Yet well, if here would end 
The misery ; I deserv*d it, and would bear ' 

My own deaervings .* but this will not serve } 
All that I eat, or drink, or shall beget. 
Is propagated curse. O voice once heard 
DeUghtfully increase and multiply ; • 

Now death to hear! , 

■ In me all 
Posterity stands curs*d ! fair patrimony 
That I must leaye ye, sons ! O were I able. 
To waste it all myself, and leave yoa none I 
So disinherited, how would you bless 
Me now your curse ! Ah, why should all mankind^ 
For one man** fault, thus guilUes* be condemn'd, 
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H g^uiUlfifti ? but firovn ne vrhaft can ]^roceed« 
But all corrupt ?— — 

Who can afterward* bebold the fatl^r of mankind 
extended upon the earth, uttetkig his midnight cam- 
plaints, bewailing his existence, and wishing for 
death, without sympathieing with Inm in his distress ? 

Thuft Adam to hiimetf laAented loi«i 
Through the ilill nig^ ; not mw («§ ert man ft»> 
Wholesome, &nd cool, and i&yid, but wi«li Uadt air 
Accompaay'd, wkh damp» aad dre«dfid gloom : 
Which to his eril conscience repreMnted 
All things with double terror. Onthegrwrnd 
Outetretch'd he lay, on the cold i^outMl ? and ok 
Curs'd his creation ; death as oil accus'd 
* Of taidy executioii— — » 

. f he part of &y^ in.thia l^Mik is no lets pi^siottf^, 
imd ^pl to G^way th^ re^r in her (avot* She is 
represented with greai teiidemess as <^iproafGhing 
Adam, but is spurned firom* him with a ^(anl <tf 
upbraiding and indignaticm, conformable to the nature 
of man, whose passions had now gained the dominicm 
over him. The following passage, wherein she, is 
described as renewing her addres9€^ to him, with 
the whole speech that follows it, have something 
in them exquisitely moving and pathetic* 

He added not, and {ivm her turned ; but Bve» 
Not so repulsed, with tears that ceased not dorwkig. 
And tresses all disoi^r'd, ai his feet 
Fell humble ; and ttmhroolng' them, besdu^ 
His peace, and 1liuB|3«dceeded1ti her plaint : 

Porsake me not ikQ&, Adami ^wtness heav^ 
What love sincere^ and rftv'reitee lii my heart, 
I bear thee, and unweetbig have offended 
Unhapp^y deceived ! tl^ si^ldialM 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



No. 35n THE SPECTATOR; m 

l.bcg^ and ^Hsmp^koMs^her^wt mentt 
Whereon I live lihy gcDtle looks, tiiy aid. 
Thy counsel in this uttennost distress. 
My only strength and stay ! foiiom of thee. 
Whither shall I bptake me, where subsist ? 
While yet we live (scajxe one short hour perhaps) 
Between na two let there be peaces Sec. 

Adam's reconcUement to her is wov^ccid vap m the 
ascttie spirit of tenderness^ Ere afterimrds proposes 
to her htisbond, in the bliiidiiess of her desfNor) that to 
prevent their guilt from descending upon posterity^ 
they should resdiye to live childless ; or, if that could 
not be done) they should seek their own deaths hf 
violent methods. As those sentiments naikurally 
engage the reader to regard the mother of mmkipvd 
with more than ordinary commiseration^ they like*- 
wise contaim ^ very fine moral* The resolution of 
dying to end dur miseries does not shew such m 
degree of magnanimity^ as a resolution to bear them^ 
ahd submit to the dispensations of Providence . Our 
author has therefore^ with great delicacy, represented 
Eve as entertaining this thought/ ^nd Adam as 
disapproving it. . 

We are, in thb last place, to consider the imaginary 
pei'sons, or Death and Sin, who act a large part in this 
book. Such beautiful extendied allegories are cer* 
tainly some of the finest compositions of genius, butt 
as I have before observed^, are not agt^eable to tht 
nature of an heroic poem. Tliis of Sin and Death is 
very exquisite in^its^kind, if not considered as a part 
of such a work. The truths contained in it are 
so clear and open, that I shall not lose time in 
explaining them ; but shall only observe, that a reader 
who knows the strength of the English tongue, will 
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be amazed ta think how the poet could find such apt 
words and phrases to describe the actions of those two 
imaginary persons^ and particularly in that part where 
Death is exhibited as fornung a bridge over the 
Chaos ; a work suitable to the genius of Milton. 

Since the subject I am upon gives me an opportu- 
nity of speaking more at large of such shadowy and 
imaginary peirs<»is as niay be introduced into heroic 
poems, I shall beg leave to ei^^ain myself in a matter 
which is curious in its kind, and which none of the 
critics have treated of. It is certain Homer and Vir- 
gil are full of in^ginary persons, who are very beau- 
tiful in poetry when they are just shewn, without be- 
ing engaged in any aeries of action.. Homer indeed 
represents 9ieep as a person, and ascribes a short part 
t« himin his Iliad ; hut. we must consider, that though 
we now regard such a person as entirely shadowy and 
xinsubstantial, the heathens made statuefs of him, pla- 
ced him in their temples, and looked upon him^ as a 
real deity. When Homer makes use of other such 
allegorical persons, it was only in short expressions, 
which convey an ordinary thought to the mind in the 
most pleasing manner, and may rather be looked upon 
as poetical phrases, than allegbrieal descriptions. Ji^- 
steadof telling us; that men naturally fiy when fhey 
are terrified, he introduces the persons oi Flight uid 
Fear, who, he tells us, are inseparable companions. 
Instead of sajring that the time was come when Apollo 
ought to have received his recompense, he tells us» 
that the hours brought him his reward. Instead 
of describing the effects which Minerva's -figis pro- 
duced in battle, he tells tis tiiat the brims of it were 
encompassed by Terror, Rout, Discord, Furxj, JPur^ 
suif, Massatre, and Death. In the same figure of 
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speaking) he represents Victory as following Dio*' 
ioedes ; Discord as the moUier of funersds and mourn- 
ing $ Venus as dressed by the Graces; Bellona as 
wearing Terror and Consternation like a garment* 1 
might give scvei%! other instances out of Homer, as 
well as a ^reat many out of Virgil. Milton has like- 
wise verjr often made use of the same way of speak>- 
in^; as where he tells us, that Victory sat on the right 
band of die Messiah when he marched forth against the 
rebel angels ; that, at the rising af the sun, die Hours 
unbarred the gates t>f light; that Discord was the 
daughter of Sin. Of the same nature are those 
expressions, where, describing the singing of the 
nightingale, he adds. Silence jvas fileased; and upon 
the Messiah's bidding peace to the chaos. Confusion 
heard his voice. I might add innumerable instances 
of our poet^s writing in this beaudful figure. It is 
plain, that these I have mentioned, in which persons 
«f an imaginary nature are introduced, are such short 
allegories as are not designed to be taken in the lite- 
ral sense, but only tp convey particular vCircumst9n.Getf 
to the reader after an unusual and entertaining man- 
ner. But when such perscms are introduced as prin- 
cipal actors, and engaged in a series of adventures, 
they tsfke too much upon them, and are t>y no means 
proper for an hei^ic i^p^m^ which ought to appear ore- 
dible in its principal parts. I cannot forbear there*- 
fove thinking that Sin and Death are as improj^er 
agents in k work of this nature as Strength and Ne- 
oessi^in one of the tragedies of Eschylus, who re- 
presented those two'.persons nailing down Prome- 
theus .to a rbdL, for which he has beeA' justly censu- 
red by th^ greatest critics. I do not know any imagi- 
dary person made use of in a more sublime manner 
VoL. Vl. - 17 
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of Uibkisig th«n that in one pf the prophetSj who, de- 
scribingGod as descending from heaven, an^tUitmg 
the sins of mankind, adds th^t dreadful circumstance. 
Before him went the PettHemcc* It is certain this 
imaginaiy person might h^ve t>e^ described in all 
her purple spots. The Fevitr might have marched 
before her, P^n might have stopd at her right hand, 
Phrcnxy on her left, and Death in her r^ar. Sh^ 
might have been introduced as gliding down from the 
tail of a comet, or darted upon the earth in a flash of 
lightning : she might have tainted the atmosphere 
with her br^j^^ the very glaring of her eyes might 
have scattered mfection. But I believe every reader 
will thinV) that in such sublime writings the mention* 
ing of her as it is done in scripture has something in 
it more just, as well as great, than all that the most 
fanciful poet could have bestowed upon her in 
the richness of his imagination. L 

No. $58* MONDAY, APRIL 21, 1712. 

V BY STSELB. 

Detipere in lqco» Hor. Od. 12* 1* 4. v. uU* 

Tis Wisdom's past sometimes t» play the feoL 

C/HARLES LILX.Y attended qae the other day, and 
made me a present of a large sheet of pfiper, on 
which is delineated a pavement in Mosaic work lately 
discovered at Stunsfield near Woodstock. A person 
who has so mu^ch the gift of speech as Mr. Lilly, an4 
can carry on a discourse without a reply, had gr^ 
opportunity on that occasion to expatiate uj^oa sq fine 
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a piece of antiquity. Among other things, I remem- 
ber he gave me his opinion^ which he drew from tho 
ornaments of the work, that this was the floor of 
a room dedicated to mirth and concord. Viewing 
this work made my fancy run over the many gay ex- 
pressions I have read in ancient authors, which con- 
tsdned invitations to lay aftide care and ahxiety, and 
give a loose to that pleasing forgctfulness wherein 
men put off their characters of business, and enjoy 
their very selves. These hours were generally pass* 
ed in rooms adorned for that purpose, and set out in 
such a manner, as the objects all around the company 
gladdened their hearts ; which, joined tp the cheerful 
looks of well chosen and agreeable friends, gave 
hew vigor to the airy, produced the latent fire of the 
modest, and gave grace to the slow humor of the re* 
served. A judicious mixture of such company, 
browned with chapicts of flowers, and the whole 
apartment glittering with gay lights, cheered with a 
profusion of roses, artificial falls of water, and inter- 
Tats of soft notco fxf songs of lore sknd wine^ ampeiuled 
Uie cares of human life, and made a festival of mutual 
kindness. Such parties of pleasure as these, and Uie 
reports o^ the agreeable passages in their jollities, 
have in all ages awakened the dull part of mankind to 
pretend to mirth and good humor, without capacity 
for such entertainments ; for if I may be allowed to say 
so, there are an hundred men fit for any emptoyn»ont, 
to one who is cs^able of passing a ni^t in the 4ioiife» 
pany of the first taste, without shocking any raeMieat 
of the society, oveNfatteg his own part of the conTer<* 
sation, but equsdly receiving and contnbuting to the 
pleasure of the whole company. When one consi- 
ders such collections of companiwis in past times, and > 
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such as one might name in the present age, with how 
much spleen must a nuoi needs reflect upon' the 
awkward gaiety of. those whoaffect the frolic with an 
ill graced I have a letter from a correspondent of 
mine^ who desires me to admonish all loud^ mis- 
chievous, airy, dull companions, that they are mista* 
ken ia what they call a frolic. Irregularity in itself 
is npi what creates^ pleasure and mirth ;. but to see a 
man. who knows what rule and.decency are, descend 
Stom t^em agreeably in our company, is-what.den<V' 
minates him a pleasant companion. Instead of that^ 
you. find many whose mirth consists only in doing 
things which do not become them, with a secret con- 
sciousness that all the world knows they-know better ; 
to»this is^ always added something mischievous to 
themselves or. others. I have heard of some very 
merry fellows among whom the frolic was started,- 
and passed by a great majorityrthat every man should 
immediately draw a tooth ; after which they have gone 
in a body and smoked a cobier. The same company^ 
at anotiier nig^ has eAGh man burned his crayat i an4 
one perhaps^ whose estate would bear it, has thrown 
a long wig and laced^iat intt^the same fire^i Thus they 
have jested themselves stark naked, and run into the 
streets and frighted women very successfully. Thero 
is-no inhabitant of any standing in CoventGarden,^ilt 
can tell you a hundred good humors, where people 
have come off with a little bloodshed, and yet scour- 
ed all the witty hours of the night. I know a gra^le* 
man that has several wounds in the head by^ watch 
poles, and has been- thrice run through the body to 
cany on a good jest. He is very old for a man of ^ 
much Mod humor ; but to this day he is seldom. meW 
but h^i»^ occasion to be valiant at the same titpq |^^|[p ^ 
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by the fevor of tb^ae tcnK}^mei)#. I m bumbly of 
ofunittit tham iiiM» may b^ a ¥^ry witly fiwn^iand ne* 
yer offend one sMHt^ of Uik» li4i»g4oi% Dot ^^^o^pti^g 
•feu that of sftabbftng. 

The writora of plajra haye what t^ey call unity 
ofi time and place to gWe a justness to their repre* 
acotation ; and it would not be amisa if all who pre- 
tend tahe €0(mpaniona> would confine the k actions to 
the place of meeting ; for a frolic carried farther may 
be better performed by Other animals than men. It 
is not to rid much ground, or do much mischief, that 
should denominate a pleasant fellow ; but that is truly 
frolic which is the play of the mind,^ and consists of 
various and unforced sallies of imagination. Festivity 
of spiHt is a very uncommon talent, and must proceed 
from an assemblage of agreeable qualities in the same 
person : there are some few whom I think peculiarly 
happy in it; but it is a talent one cannot name in a 
man, especially when one ccmsiders tha4.it is. neyer 
very graceful but where itis regarded by him whopos- 
seaaes it in'the second place. The best man that 
I know of for heightening the revel gaiety of a com- 
pany) is Eastcourt, whose jovial humor diffuses itself 
from the highest person at ^' entertainment to the 
meaneat waiter^ Merry talcs, accompanied with apt 
geatnrea and lively representations of circumstancea 
and persona, beguile the gravest mind into a. consent 
to be as humorous as Ijumself. Add to this, that 
when a man is in his good graces, he has a mimicry 
that does qot debase the person he represents y hut 
which» taking from the gravity of the character, adds 
to the agreeableneas of it. This pleasant fellow 
gives one some idea of the ancient JPan^xncV/^e, who 
is said to have given the audience in dumb-sho\v 
17 ♦ 
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an exact idea of anjr character or p aaM OOy or an inteU 
ligiUe relation of anf public occurrence, with i^ 
other expression than thi^ of his looks and gestures. 
If all who have been obliged to these talents in East* 
court, will be at Love for Love to-morrow night, they 
will but pay him what they owe him, at so easy a rale 
as being present at a play which nobody would omit 
seeing, thai had or ha^ tKA ever seen it before* 

No. 359. TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 1712* 

BT MR. E. BUDOELL. 

Totva leana lupunir segukiuf, lupui ip9t capellam^ 
Florentetn cytimm sequitur lasciva capella. 

Viao. EcL 2. v. 6^ 

The greedy lioness the wcdf pnrsuesy 

The wolf the kid» the wanton kid the browse. 

XXS we were at the club last night, 1 observed diat 
my old friend Sir i^^«r, contrary to his^uisual cus-; 
torn, sat yery silent, and instead of minding what was 
said by the company, was whistling to himself in 
a very thoughtful mood, afid playing with a cork. I 
jogged Sir Andrew Freefiort^ who sat between us ; 
and as we were both c^serving him, we saw the 
Knight shake his head, and heard him say to lumself, 
A foo&Mh ttfoman ! Ican*t believe it. Sir Andrew gave 
him a gentle pat upon the shoulder^ and offered to lay 
liim a bottle of wine that he was thinking of the widow. 
My old friend started, and, recovering out of his brown 
study, told Sir Andrew that once in his life he had 
been in the right. In short, after some little hesiu- 
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don) Sir Roger told us in the fukiesa of his heart, thitf: 
he had just received a letter from his steward, which 
acquainted him that his old rival and antagonist in the 
country, Sir David Dundrum, had been making^ » 
visit to the widow. However, says Sir Roger^ I catv 
4fever think that shell have a man that's half a year 
older than I am^ and a noted republican into the bar- 
gain. ' , , 

WUi Honeycomb^ who looks ux>on love as his par- 
ticular province, interrupting our Mend with ajaunty 
kiugh^ I thought. Knight, saidhe, thou hadst lived 
long enough in the world, not to pin diy happiness, 
upon one that is a woman and a widow. I think, that 
without vanity I may pretend to know as much of the 
female world as any man in Great Britain, though, 
the chief of my knowledge consists in this, that they 
are not to be known. Wiil immediately, witb his usual 
fluency, rambled into an account of his own amours. 
I am now, says he, upon the verge of fifty, (though by 
the way we all knew he was turned of threescore.) 
You may easily guess, continued WUiy that I have not 
Kved so long in the world without having had some ^ 
Uioughts of settling in it, as the phrase is. To tell 
you tmly, I have several times tried my fortune that ' 
way, though I can't much boast of my success. 

I made my first addresses to a young lady in 
the country ; but when I thought things were pretty 
well drawing to a conclusion, her father happening to 
hear that I had formerly boarded with a surgeoii, the 
<M Put forind me his house, and within a fortnight af« 
ter manied his daughter to a fox-hunter in the neigti- 
horhood. 

I made my next application to a widow, and attack- 
ed her so briskly^ that I thought myself within a fortr 
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mghtofbear. ^Iwaitifdiipoiiberoiieinonuiigyalie 
told me, that ik^ intonded to keep her read|r money 
aad J0taiture ki her ow^t haidy and (lesired me lo caU. 
upon her attorney in Lioil's kin, who wo^d adjust 
vrkh me what k wao proper for me toadd to k. 1 wa&r 
9o rebuffed by tbi» ofrerture, that I oerer enquire^ 
either for her or her auttomey afterwards, 

A few months after I addressed myself to a young. 
Ittdy^ who was an oaiy daughter^ and of a gjood family. 
1 danced wkh hev at several balis, squeezed he^ 
by the hand, said soft things, to her, and in short made 
no doviDt of her heart ; and though my fortune was not 
equal to bers, I was in hopes that her fond, father 
wouM not deny her the man she had fixed her aff^c^ 
tions upon. But as I went one day to the housey 
in order to break the matter to him^ I found the^ 
irhole family in confii^ion^ and heard, to my unspeak- 
able surprise, that l^fos Jenny was that rery momiaC 
run away with the butler. 

I then courted a second wMow ; and ain an a loss to» 
this^day how I came, to miss her, for she had often 
commended my pers<m and behavior. Her maid in- 
deed told me one day, that her mistress had said she 
- ]|evcr saw a gentleman with such^a^ModAe pair of U^gs^ 
as Mr. Haneyeomi. 

After this I laid siege to four heiresses sueces- 
airely; and being a handaodie young dog in thoso 
days, qukkly made a breach in their hearts: but 
i don't know how k came to pa8s» though 1 sddcwA 
:&iled of getting ^e daughter's consoity I could 
never in my lifo get the old people on my side. 

I could give you an account of a thousand other 'un-» 
»>iccesafi»l auempts* partlculaifly ctf one which I made 
some years since upon an old woman, whom I had cer- 
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Idnly borne away with flying colors, if her relations 
had not come pouring in to her assistance from all 
parts of England ; nay, I believe I should have got her 
at last, had not she been carried off by a hard frost. 

As TVill'a transitionfmre extremely quick, he turn- 
ed from Sir Roger y and applying himself to me, told 
me there was a passage in the book I had considered 
last Saturday, which deserved to be writ in letters of 
gold ; and taking out a Pocket-Milton, rekd the fol- 
lowing lines, which are part of (me of Adam's speeches 
to Bve^fteF the falL 

O ! M^hy did God> 

Creator wise ! that peoprd highest heav*i> 

With spirits masculine, create at last 

This novelty on earth, this fair defect 

Of nature ? and not fill the world at once ' • * 

< Wi^ men as angris^. without feminmc ? . • . . '^ 

€^ find sop^ other wfty to g^enerate I 

^ Mankind ? This mischief had not then befall'n^ 

And more that shall befall ^.innumerable 

I>isturbances on earth through female snares. 

And strait ccnjuTTCdon -rith this sex : for eftEeir 

He shall never find out fit mate, hut such 

As some misfortune brings him, or misti^ ; ' 

' t>r, Wlfom lie iHih«s m#Bt, flhall seldom gain 
. Through her preversen^ss ; but shall s^ k^t gainVl 

Biy a far worse : or if she love, withheld 

By parents ; or his happiest choice too late 

Shall meet already Unk'd, and wedlock bounds 

To a fell adversary, his hate or shame ; 

M^hich infinite calamity shall cause 

To huiiiait4ife} atfd howeMd peaoe oonfinmdv 



JBftf M^gfir liiteped to this passfige witit great attests 
turn I mi desirioj; Mr. Hqn^ycomd ti^fyli iowiK 9^H9f 
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tt the place, afid lend him hk book> the Knight put it 
up in his pocket, and told us that he would read oyer 
these verses again before he went to bed. X 



No. 360. WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 171^ 

IT steeIs. From the Letter-Box. 

— ft pauperuas tawUm^^ 
Plm p09etnuf€rent. Horn. E^Mt Vf. L 1. V. 4Q, 

The man that's silent, nor prodaims his want. 
Gets more than him that makes a loudcorophunt. 

Creech. 

1 HAVE nothing to do widi the business of this day, 
any further than affixing the piece of Latin on the 
head of my paper; which I think a AOtto not unsuit- 
able, since if silence of our porerty is a recommenda- 
tion, still more commendable is his modesty who con- 
ceaU it l^ a decent dresst (See Nos. 264, 280.) 

^^Mr. Svbctator, 
^There is an evil undei^ the sua whidi has not yet 
c(mie wi^iin jpour ^>eculatkNi, and is, the censure, 
disesteem, and contempt which some young Allows 
meet with from particular persons, for the reasonable 
methods they take to aroid them in general. This is 
by appearing in abetter dress, than may seem to a re- 
lation regolMrly consistent wkh a snudi foptttuft; and 
therefore may occasion a judgment of a suitable exr 
n m raga noe in eibef particttlarsf but the diiftdvaiiage 
mMk whUhibe maaof Ban^w eireuiMtancesacts aM 
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9pe94Mb '» so fe^lmgfy set fonk m a IMe bobk ^»UeA 
T^Atf Christmn Jfer^^ tiMt tbe appearing to tje otbier^ 
^ise is Bflk. only p^do^fO^le, bqt tieeessarf. Every 
QaekBowsthelnirryof €9BclvsiQiis that are mad« ui 
cofktenHpt of avpersottthat APi»cars to be Qatewtous; 
UriM^h makes U veiy excusable te prepare one's sell 
ffxc the compafiy of thoae ttetaredTasuperiorc^iMity 
and fbnune) hy i^^earing t0 be ki a better oondkiq^ 
tban QVA U, so f<ur as 8«eh appearance shsll not nuidie 
tisreallj^ofwc^se. 

«< It is a justice due to the character oC<me «h#4itf- 
fers hard reflectums from anjr paitiei^ar person upon- 
tjiis accowtit that sucjb persons, would enquire inio.hia 
manner of spending Ida time; of which, thpugh no. 
further infbnnation can be had ti^an that he rsmAine 
so jnasqr hmihi in his chamber, j^ if ithia b cleaved, to 
imagine that a reasonable creature,, wctmg wilh a nar^ 
row fortune, does not make the best use of this r^Btu>c* 
mOBty would be a cwicluaion extremely uneharifiable. 
Fi^m what iHM» or wiU be smd, I hopono cq«sequ#nce 
can be extorted, implyiag that I would have any yonog 
fellow ^end more time than the coounofi lekure 
which his studies require, or more Money than iim 
fortune or allowance may admdt of inthe pursuit of an 
acquaintance wkh his betters; Ibr as to his time, the 
gross of that ought to be sacred to more substantial 
acquiutions, for each irrevocable mcnn^it of which he 
ought to believe he stands religiouaiy acccwnti^le. 
And as to his dress, I shall engage myself no further 
than in the modest defence of two plain suits a year; 
fto being perfectly saidsfied in Eutvapidus? coafcri- 
vMi^ of making a Mohock of a main by preaeating 
h&m wtfeb laced and embroidered suits, I would by no^ 
means be though to controvert the conceit, by insi* 
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Auatiag'^ihe adTantag(es6f foppetf. It UanisBerdon 
which sDdix^ of much proof, that a atranger of toler- 
sMe sanse, dresaed like a geiiUeiiian» wiUl^e better 
received by those of qualk^ abOVe him than one of 
much better parta whoae dreaa ia regulated by die ri- 
gid notions of ^gdity. A man'a appearante fiifia 
within,* the censure of eVery one that aees Mm ; hb 
f^s afed leartiing tery few are judgeaof ; and even 
up^dMe Saw they oamiot at first be well intruded ;^ 
for policy and good breeding will coiuiael him to be' 
reaenred among strangers, and to support himaelf 
only by the common spirit of conrersation. Indeed, 
sonongthe i|it)udicious, the worda delicacy, idiom^ 
fine images, structure of periods, genius, fire, and 
the veat, made use of with & frugal and comely gra* 
vity, will. maintain tiie figure of immense readmg, 
and the depth of criticism. 

<< All gentlemen of fortune, at least the young and 
middle«aged, are apt to pride themselves a little too 
much upoii their dress, and consequently to value 
others in some measure upon the same consideration. 
With what confusion is a man of figure obliged to re- 
turh the civilitieB of the hat to a person whose air and 
ajUire hardly entitle him to it ? For whom nevertheless ' 
the other has a particular esteem, though he is aaha- 
med to have it challenged in so public a manner. It 
xi^st be allowed, that any young felloe that affects to 
dress and appear genteelly, might, with artifickd ma- 
nagem«)t, save ten pounds a year; as instead <^ fine 
hplland he might mourn in sackcloth, and in other par- 
uculars be proportionably shabby : but of w^ ser- 
vice would this sum be to avert any misforUmc, whilst 
it would leave him deserted by the little good ac- 
quaint^ce he has, and preventhis gaining eny other t 
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As. tke ^fMaraioe t>f iln easy £Mtuae is necessary, 
towmrdft maUng <ine> I dmi't kdoir but it.mi^t be of 
advaatege sometimes to throw into one's discourse 
certdbi exclamations about ^onk'^tockyBBd to shew 
a> maTYeUoua -sur^ite upon its bli,, as well as the 
most affected trivn^ upon its rise. The veneration 
aiMl,r9i|»eot wluob Ibe p(ifatttlce.o£,aU,agesiuk4 ];>re- 
serred to aypetnuiQes, witbout d^ubt suggested to^ 
onr tmdesmeil.that wise and politic euMtom^ to apply ^ 
said vQctaimend tjuiniselfTes to the-pubUc by aH those 
dc»eorad^caia t<poa Ihtf ir aigorposts and bouses which 
the most^fldncntlwnds in the neif^ibQibood can fur- 
nish them widt. - What can be moise attractif^ to 
a m^m of leltem# than that floamenseiejniditiien of all . 
ages 9Ad languages whieb a skiUul bookseller, in 
conjunction with a peinterf shall image lapcin his 
column Snd the eKtremiiies of bis shop \ The same 
spirit of maintfdning a bandsdme appearance reigns 
among the grave and solid apprentices of the law, 
(here I could be particularly dull in proving the word 
afifirentice to be signiiremt «f 8rt>arrister,) and you 
may easily distinguish who has most lately made his 
pretensions to business, by the whitest and most 
omamentaT frame of his window: if indeed the cham- 
ber is a ground room, smd has rails.before it, the finery 
is of necessity more extended, and the pomp of busi- 
ness better nuontained. And what can be a greater 
in^ation of the dignity of dress than that burden- 
some finery which is the regular habit of our judges, 
nobles, and bishops, with which ilpbn Certain days we 
see them encumbered ? And though It may be sadd 
this is awful, and necessary for the dignity of the 
state,, yet the wisest of them have been remarkable, 
bcjfore they arrived at their present stations^ for being 
Vol. VI. 18 ronolp 
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very welfdrets^fievtotu. As to viyioin^part^ I am 
near thirty ; and abice I left sdaool hm^ Hiitbe^kutte, 
wMck is a modcsn phrase for hawi^ stored h«fsd«. I 
brought off )R cleaR system ef - moral: philosii^hjr^ 
and a tolerable jargon ci iftcttaphjrsfes^ fmm the imi- 
versity ; since that, I have hetfb cngiaged i& the clear* 
ingpartof the perplexed s^^ and matter of- tile la^y 
vrfaich so ^eredharify descends to aU its.pvolessors z 
to all which severe studies i hams throcmi' in, at 
proper interims^ the pretty teaming el: the i^assics* 
Notwithstanding whitehy^ Iton what Slu^pewre eatts 
a feliow of no mark or ^eHrloetf/ which < make* 
me underhand the more fultytthiA since tiie i^guiar 
methods of malBing friends and a fortune h]|r the mere* 
f0rce of a profession is so very slow and uncertain, a 
man dionld take «U reasonabtib opportunities, by 
enlarging a gopd acquaintance, to court that time and 
chance which is said to happen to^CTery man.'* T 



No. 361^ THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 1712. 

BT ADniSOK. 

Tartareain intendit vocem, qudprotin^t omnii 
Contremuii doni m Vibo. JEn. 7*.. r. 514. 

The Mast Taitftrean siHseadt it9 notes around f 
The house astonished trembles at the sound- 

I HAVE hitely received the following letter from a 
country gentleman. 
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!« Mk. SifscTVTbA. 
<« Ite tag/tnL before I left London I wetit tx> scfe 
a plaf cAlled 7%^ Hum»nfU9 ilMuteuant. Upon tUe 
rklBg of the cmtuii I was vexy much soTprised vfitti 
tbe i^eat coocefet of csDcaUs ^kh was ex:hibtted 
that evening, and begitn to ^t&A with mf aeif that 
I Jiad made a mistake) and gone to a mtrsic-ineetiag 
ioBteiid ti the piay^xmse. Itap^ieared iadeed a lit- 
He iMld to me to see so manif peisons of quali^ 
«f both-searea assev^led together at a Idnd of cat^r- 
^KoniliAg; lor I caanot hiok upon tluit perfovmance to 
']ia?re been any thkig better, whatever tke nmsicians 
tbenuelviesiBl^thinkof it. Aslhadnbaopiaint- 
'inoe lathe house to ask qluesdoiis o^ uid was forced 
te go out of town badf the next monang, I touM not 
team the secretof'thb matter. What I would there* 
'fese desire^of fou is, to^ve Hie seme wtcount Of this 
strange instrument which I fOuad the eothpony called 
m tatcaUt and par^ularly to let me know whether 
It be:a tnece of mtiilc lately come from Haiy. Fdt 
any own part, to be free with yotti I woidd rather hear 
w EngHsh fiddle : though i durst not ahew my dis- 
like whiht I was in thfe playhtniae, it being my chance 
lo sit the very next man to one of the performers. * 
««Iafn,Sir^ 
^ YourwDSt »ftBc^nate friend said servant 

^Jo« SBax4.oW, Esq.^ 

In compliance with 'squire Shallow's request, I 
^eApk this paper as a disseitadon upon the dat- 
catl. In order to make myself a master of the sub» 
ject, i purchased one tiie beginning of last week» 
tlidush4i0tivMio«t gireat dificvHy, being informed at 
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two or three toyshops that iiit .p^y^rs had lately 
bought them all up. I haine since ooiiBulted.niany 
learned antiquaries in relation to its original, and $ivl 
them very much divided among themselves i^>Qa that 
particular. A fellow o£ Ihe Royal Society,, who is 
mj good friend, and a g^eat proficient in the mathe* 
matical part of music, concludes from the simpticity 
of its make,>and the uniformity ef its sound, thattfaie 
calpaU is older than any of tho ivrenticms of Jubal. 
H^jc^secvea very well, that musical instrumentstook 
their fintf rise from the notes o£ hirds and otherme- 
lodbtts animals : and what^ h^s he, was mm^e sattt- 
ral than £or the first ages of mankind to imit«be 
the voice of a cat that lived under the samie fiobf witfo 
'them ? He added, that the cat had c^Uributed more 
to harmony than any other animal ; a&we are not only 
beholden to her §or this wind«instrttment» but for our 
itring*music in general. 

. Another virtuoso of my acqu^taQce will not allow 
the c^csdl to be older than Thespis, and as apt 
to think it a|>peared in the werid aooh after the anoieat 
comedy : fix* which reason it has ^till a phtt:e in- our 
dramatic entertainments. Nor must I here omit 
what a very curious gentleman, who ialately returned 
from his travels, h^ more .than once assured me, 
liamely, that the^e was bvtoly dug upi lat Hfme the 
statue of. a Momus, who holds an instrument in 
his right hand very much resembling our modem 
catcall. ■ . - ■'.' - .' 

• There are others who ascribe this invention to Or* 
pheus, and lo<^ upon tho^catfiall to^be mm iof thiise 
instruments wbich that fiamous musician miad^^^^ 
to .draw the 1»easts about Mm*^ It is certain^ thi^tiie 
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Toasting if a cat does hot call together a greater 
atidience of that species than this instrument, if dex- 
terouslf played upon in proper time and place. 

But notwithstanding these various and learned 
conjectures, I cannot forbear thinking that the catcall 
iji originally a piece of English music. Its resem- 
blance ta the voice of some of our British songsters, 
fts well as the use of it, which is peculiar to our 
nation, confirms me in this opinion. It has at least 
received great improvements among us, whether we 
consider the instrument itself, or those several qua- 
vers and graces which are thrown into the playing of 
it. Every <me might be sensible of this who heard 
that remarkable over-grown catcall, which was pla- 
ced in the centre of the pit, and presided over all the 
rest at the celebrated performance lately exHbited at 
Drury-Lane. 

Having said thus much concerning the original of 
the catcall, we are in the next place to consider 
the use of it. The catcall exerts itself to most advan- 
tage in the British theatre ; it very much improves 
the sound of nonsense, and often goes along with the 
voice of the actor who pronounces it, as the violin or 
harpsichord accompanies the Italian recitative. 

It has often supplied the place of the ancient cho- 
rus, in the words of Mr. ♦**. In short, H bad poet 
has as great an antipathy to a catcall as many people 
have to a real cat. 

Mr. Collier, in his ingenious essay upon music, has 
the following passage. 

** I believe it is possible to invent an imtrument that 

shall have a quite t^ohtrary effect to those martial ones 

HOW in use; an instrument that shall sink the spirits, 

and shake the nerves, and curdle the blood, and inspira 

X 18 • n ] 
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despair Vkd coinrardiqe a|id coiyijtCffi^y>% ft a fii^iprir 
sing rate. U U probable the ro^uriiig joC li^fvt^ Wf^* 
bling of cats and screecbfOwUi feogetbiur wkli « fi^? 
tore of the howlkig ^f dogti^ jwfecjyo ,i f u >) t y iG9^t^4 find 
compouodedy might gp ^ great w^ir in thjii iav^tiop, 
Whether such wti-music as ti4s nMght npt b^ of 8^|r« 
vice in a camp^^ sh^l l^eave to t^ ii41kanr naea tg 
CQjisider.** 

What this learned gentlemaa si^poscMi i^ specu^ 
|ion I have known actually verified In pr^^<;^» Tk# 
patcall has struck a dan^p into gen^ralj^, 9^4 fright#4 
helloes off the stage. At the first sound of it» I k^jf 
«een a crovmed head tiremble) apd ^ princess ^ intQ 
fits. T^e huptqrouM Lieutenant hi^^^tf ^QPild ml% 
stafvi it ; najr, I aia told t^ eve^ Alma^^r lp9H$4 
)ike a mousp, a^d tr^^U^^ at the voliceof jt^terpifyr 
ing instrument. 

As it is of a drapufLtic na^ure^ and peei^iarl^f ^^x>.- 
priated to t^e stage^ I fan by no ii^e^ns approve tl^ 
thought of that angry Ipyei*) who, after an upsuccess* 
ful pursuit of some ^eprs) took kax^ of his mif tress 
in a seren^ of catcalls. 

I n>U8t conclude this paper \^ith the ^coun^ I hav^ 
lately received pf an ing^pus artist^ who has. long 
studied this in$tri|i|(ient) and is very wel| V45rsf d in all 
the rules of th^ drapia. He teaches \q ph»y qn i^ bj; 
book, and to express by ittlie ifhpl® ^ of ^nti^sm^ 
He has his bass and his treble catcal) \ t^ f<)rn^ ^ 
ti*agedy, the latter for coanedy^ only i|^ t^ag^-Q^igi^es 
they may both play together in concert. He \^ a par*, 
ticular squeak to denote fhe viol^Uoii of ea^ 9f ^e 
unities, and l^as di^er^)^ spu^c^ t9 shevr whether \m 
aims at die poet or the player. In shor^, h,p tei^clieak 
the smu^-note, the fustijoi'-note, the rtuR^d-wH^j 4nd 
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No. Sd2. FRIDAY, AP&IL 25, iri2. 
BT sVBBLB. From the Letter-box, 

Hob. Ep. 19. 1. 1. v. 6.. 

Tka wm wht%pTmm$ di^i^img, standu fern tkenoe 
ConTict 4 apt 09 ])i» oi|ri^ ^v^^p^e, 

**Mr. Spectator, Temfile^ Afiril 24* 

M KV £ft^ ^ my frimids «eM tkU BMniiBg^ get 
V>gf(tb<^ over ft <ti«lx of tea in v^ry good liealtk> though 
ve ha4 cekbrited yesterda^r with more glaM€» thaa 
we could h»Te dkfMNised vith^ had we not beea hehol« 
deo to Brook end HelUer. ia gradtude ^lene&rB ta 
those good dtiizeBe, I am, in theiiame of theitompany> 
to accuse fou of great negltgeacf m overiooiung their 
9ierit* who havie importcid true a&d geseroiu wine^ 
wi t«J&e% care^ that it should not he aduheiated hy ihti 
vetaUere.before it c«diea to the tableft of pmate &mi«i 
lies, or Iht Qlubs of h^iifist fellows. I camMt imag^^ 
l¥>W a 9fiiB^to$or qanhe supposed to do his duty^ m\As 
i^ut freqiieAt resun^pdoD of such subjecte as eoaoem 
wr healthi the first thing to.be vegarded, if wehmn 
a mind to relish aa|^ thing else. It would thevefopro 
-very well become your Spectatoml ^rigUance, to gi]<EO« 
it in orders to your officer for inspecting sig^is, tha^ 
in his march he would; look intov the itinerants wlu>^ 
deal \% proviskms, a{id. enquire where th^i buy their 
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Mrenilwiret. EyerftincethedeceaseofCoHy^Mon^ri 
Fuff (N«. 3SI9) of agreei^yle and noisy memorf, I 
aumot say I hare obtenred any thing s<M in oartS} or 
carried by horse or ass, or in fine, in any moving mar- 
ket, which is not perished or putrified; witness the^ 
wlieel-barrows of rotten raisins, almonds, figs, and 
currants, which .you see vended by a merchant, dres- 
sed in a second-hand suit of a flsot-soldier. You should 
'csnsider that a chUdmay be poisoned for the worth of 
a £uthing ; but except his poor parents send to one 
certain doctor in town, they can have no advice for 
himunderag^uinea. When poisons are thus cheap, 
and medicines thus dear, how caa you be negligent 
in inspecting what we eat and drink, or take no notice 
of such as the ^bove-mentioned citizens, who have 
been so. serviceable to us of Is^ in that particular ? 
It was a cusUmh among the old Ronnms, to do himr 
paiticitUtr.honors who had saved the life of a citizen ; 
koir much more does the world owe to those who pre- 
Yent the deatJi of multitudes ? As these men de- 
serve well of your c^ce, so such as act to the detri* 
ment of our health, you ought to represent to them- 
selves and their fellow-subjects. in the c<^ors which 
they deserve to wear. I think it would be for the 
public good, that all who vend wines should be under 
oaths in that behalf. The chairman at tiie quarter- 
sessions sh<»;dd inform the country, that- the vintner 
vho mixes wine to his customierB, shall (np&n proof 
Jlkzt the drinker thereof died within a year send a 
day alter taking it) be deemed guilty of wilful mur- 
der, and the jury shidl be instructed to enquire and 
present such delinquents accordingly. It is no miti- 
gation of the crime, nor will h be conceived that it 
can be brought in chance-medley or man-slaughter^ 

• 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



No. 362. THE SPECTATOR. 2U 

upon proof tiiat it shall apfiea^ wine joined to witte, tr 
right Herefordshire poured into Port O Port ; but 
his selling it for one thing, knowing it to be another, 
must justly bear the foresaid guilt of wilful murder 4 
for that he, the sidd vintner, did an nnlaWfol act wii» 
linglf in the £ilse mixtur^s^and is therefore with equi- 
ty liable to all the pains to which a man would be,, if 
it were proved he designed only to run a man througph 
the arm, whom he whipped through the lungs. This 
is my third year at the Temple, and this is or should 
be law. An ill intention well proved should meet with 
np alleviation because it outran itsel£ There cannot 
be too great severity used against the injusticeas well 
as cruelty of those who play with m^s lives, by pre* 
paring liquors of whose nature, for aught they know, 
may be noiious when mixed, though innocent when 
apart ; and Brook and HelUer, who have insured our 
safety at our meals, and driven jealousy from our 
cups in conversation, deserve the cu^om and thanks 
of the whdk town ; and it is your duty to remind 
thefl(i of the oWgation.- lam,^, 

*♦ Your humble servant, 

<< Ton PoTf L».'? » 
^Me. SfECTATOm> 

• <(Iamapere<mwhowafik>aigimmxtredinac(^le(^y 
read much»saw Uttlei so that I knch¥ no more of the 
world than what a lecture or view of the map taught 
me. By this means I .improved in my study, but be- 
came u«pleasaiii in cootrrsation. . By cbnveruni^ 
generally with the deadi I gteMridnlQSt. unfit for. the 
aocieiy Df the living; so by a long confinfewiept I 
contracted an uiigeinly aversion to coibrversaUon, and 
eiper discoufiedwit^piaato n^sel^ «Ad;iittte e^ter* 
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tainment 16 otliers* At bst Iwiain adme Bie«so]« 
a»de sensible of nqr fiolbig; «nd the mordficbtum of 
never being a|ioiBe tO} i>r spetkiag> unless the ^s« 
course «an upon bookS) put nw upon fofrcing mfseif 
mmong rSien. I immediattty affected the politest 
^ompdiiy, by the frequeixt use of which I ha|>ed 
to wear off the rust I had contracted ; but, by an uo- 
cott^ imitation of men vised to act m publk, I g;ot ^ 
further than to discover I had a mind to appear a fmet 
thing than I realty was. 

<< Such I was, and such was my ooadkidny when t 
became an ardent lover and passkHiate admirer of tshe 
beaateous Belinda; ^en it was that I really begah t4 
improve. This passion changed idl my Ibars and 
diffidences in my general behavior to the -sole concern 
of pleasittg her. I had not now to sttedy the action of 
a gentleman, but love possessing all tny thoughts^ 
made me truly be the^ing I had a mind to appean 
My thoughts grew free and generous ^ and the ambi^ 
tion to be agreeable to her I admired, produced 
in my carriage a fiunt similitude of. that disaagaged 
manner -oi my Belinda. The way we are in at pre- 
sent iSt that she aees my passion, and sees I at present 
forbear speaking of it through prudential regards. 
This respect to her she returns with miich citility, 
and makesmy value for her as tittle attiiisfertuiietohie 
as la consistent wkh discretion. She slngs^ery charm* 
Sngiy, and is readier to do Boat my request, because 
^le knows I love her^ skieiviH dance wi&tne rather 
tinn another for the same re«son. Mf hnmut mmu 
altdr from what it i» before I can spetak my hei^ (» 
her; and lier circumsttnces aire vi^t con^d^et^e' 
enough to srake up for the ti«rrowness of mine^ 
Butpl trrUe to you now^ oaily lo.glve y^ tbe cbfgrac^ 
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ter of Belinda, as a woman that has address enough 
to demonstrate a gratitude to her lorer, without 
giving him hopes of* flUccesffin \a» passion. Belindtr 
has from a great wit, governed hy as great prudence, 
and both adorned with innocence, the happiness of 
always being ready to discover her real tj^oughts. 
She has many of u^ who are now be? admirers ; but 
her treatment of us is so just, and proportioned 
to our merit towards her, and what we are in oi^r^^ 
selves, that I proti|Bt to you I have neither jealousy 
nor hatred towards my rivals. Such is her goodness^ 
and the acknowledgment of every maa wiio admirf s 
her, thi^ he thinks he ought to believe sl^s will take 
14m who best deserves her^ I will not say that thift 
peaii^ among us is not owing to self-love, which 
promps each to. think himself the best deserven I 
think ^xere is something uncommon and worthy, 
of ii^pdtatioii in this lady's character. If yoa will, 
please to print my letter, you will oblige the little £ra« 
ternity of happy rivals, and in a.more particular man- 
ner, S&*, 

^ Your most bumble servant, < 
T "Will Ctmok.*' 
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No. 368. .SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 1712. 

BY ADDISON. 

£u6tn$9 ubique p4i^9r, ePpiwima wofih image. 

^ ViBO. JEn.,2..T. 368. 

All parts resoiuid ^th tumults, plaints, and fears. 

And grizzly death in sundry shapes Appears. Drydeji. 

JVllLTON hftS sliewti a wonderful art in describing 
that variety of passions which mse in our first pa- 
rents upon the breach of the commandment that had 
been giTen them. We see them gradoaily passini^ 
from the triumph of their guilt through remorse, 
shame, despair, contrition, prayer, and hope, to a 
perfect and complete repentance. At the end of the 
tenth book they are represented as prostrating, them* 
selves upon the ground, and watering the earth with 
their tears: to which the poet joins this beautiful 
circumstance, that they offered up their penitential 
prayers on the very place where their Judge appear-* 
ed to them when he pronounced their sentence. 

——They, forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd them, prostrate fell 
Before him reverent, and both confessed 
Humbly their €ault#, and pardon begg'd, with tears 
Wat'ring the ground- 
There is a beauty of the same kind in a tragedy of 
Sophocles ; where CEdipus, after having put out his 
own eyes, instead of breaking his neck from the pa- 
lace battlements (which furnishes so elegant an on- 
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tertainment fbr oar £l»f lish audience,) desires that 
he may be conducted to mount Citkaeron, in order^ to 
end Ms Kfe in tha* rery phfcce ^irfiefe iiOai exposed 
in his infancf, and where he should thefi hate <H^| 
h^d th^ wUl^ ht» iMtf-eots beeti e»^ut»d." 

Am tb9 MitbfHr aefer &ils to^iife apodfeal t«m M 
.Us aetHisBMts* hr dawvttie»fattbeii#fiiiiii%*Qf tfa^ 
tMhik-the acceptance YrhWu^esQ Ihdr .prafevs AMt 
wiib> in a aboit AU^oryi forinsd upmi that teto^ftd 
pttssctgoia holy units ^^And:anofchBPaikgci[ainieuHid 
^ab>Qd at tho aton hatting a golden ^i^aaet ; awddican 
was given ^nto hdmamchltuteiiaA^Ahafefte shcmldAttBr 
it with the.prayfrs of all saints «pon the golden altar, 
which was before the throne : and the smoke of the 
incense which came with the prayer^ of the saints 
ascended up before God." 

—To beftven their prayers 

Flew up, nor miss'd the way, by envious winds 

aWown va^bond or frustrate ; in they pais'd * 

DimdnffibRlfM th^Qgli heftVoly doors^ then dhd 

With ineenae, whcM the gokkn ahar fiiMfd, 

By their g^at latttrcf^uwor^ o^n^ in figjit . : . 

Before the Father's thfonp-^-rti 

: W« htt^i <iie siMe thought expresaed a deeond 
time iiv tiie intercession of the Messkh, which is 
conceived in very emphatical SQn^Hietits aUd eicpres^ 
sions. 

Among Aa poetical parish AdKpture) whibh Mil- 
ton has ao fintly wvou^ht into thia pan of his* faarra. 
tion, I nauAt not omit tha« w^i^in EzekieH faking 
of tk&Migcis who appeared Uk him iia a viso^n, adds^ 
♦< tbat'effcry one had foiH» fewifcs, af$d thdi their whole 
bo^es, andr their baoka, and iheir hands, and their 
wings, w^re fliH of eyes roiuad itlrbut'^ 
^ Vol. VI. 19 Digitized by Google 
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——The cohort bright 
Of watchful chenitoft, ianr faces eMh» 
Uad» like a double JaMU» all tlieir ^apcs 
Spangled with eyes 

The assembling of all the angels of besren to 
hear the soleaui decree passed upon man, is re- 
presented in very lirely ideas, the Ahnigbty is 
here described as remembering metcy in the nfidst 
of judgment) an4 commanding Michael to deliver his 
■nessage in the mildest terms, lest the s|mit of man^ , 
which was sdready broken with the semie of his guilt 

and misery, should fail before him. 

s 

-— Tet 1^ they faint 
At the 9ad sentence rigorous^ urg'd, 
For I behold them soft'ned, and with tears 
. Bewailing their excess^ all terror bide. 

The conference of Adam and Eve is full of moving 
•sentiments. Upon their going abroad after the me- 
lancholy inight which they had passed together, they 
4iscover the Jioii and the eagle pursuing each of them 
their prey towards the eastern gates of Paradise. 
There is a double beauty in this incident, not only as 
it ^esents great Jtod just omans, niHbich are always 
agpee^lile in poetry, bm as it expresses that en- 
mity which was :now iprqduced in the animal creation. 
The poet, to shew the like changes in nature, as well 
as to grace his feldp with axieble prodigy, represents 
the sun in an eclipse* This particular incident has 
likewise a fine effect upon the imaginatioB of the 
reader, in regard to what follows; for at the same 
time that'rthe sun is under an eclipse, a bri^ 
xloud descends in the western quarter.of ^e heavensi 
filled with an host of angels, and moneiumiapus than 
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the sun kselE The whole theatre of nnftore U dark- 
ened) that this glorious maohine may a];>|>ea]r in 
all its lusti'e and raagnificence. 

. — »-Why in the east 
Darkness ere day's mid-course ? and morning light 
More orient in that western ckmd that dimws 
0*er the btue fiimament a radiant white. 
And slow descends with something heav'nly. {rau|^t ? 

He err'd not : for by this the heav'nly bands 
Down from a sky of Jasper Hghted now 
fii Paradise, and on a hill made halt ; 
A glorious apparition—*- 

I need not observe how properly this author, who 
always suits his parts to the aelors whom he introdu- 
ces, has employed Michael in the expulsion of our 
first parents from Paradise. The archangel on this 
occasion neither appears in his proper shape, nor 
in that &miliar manner with whifch Raphael the so- 
ciable spirit entertspined the father of mankind before 
the £ill. His person, his port, and behavior, are 
suitable to a spirit of the highest rank, and exquisitely 
described in the following passage. 

— ^Th' archangel soon drew nigh. 
Not in lus shape celestial ; but as man 
Clad to meet man : over his lucid arms 
A military vest of purple flow'd, 
livelier than Moelibean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
&i time of trace : Iris had dipt the woof: 
His starry helm, tmbuckled, shew'd him prime 
In manhood where youth ended ; by his side. 
As in a f^iis^ring Zodiac, hung the sword, 
Satan's dire dread, and in his hand the spear. 
Adam bow'd low ; he kingly from his state 
Jnclin'd not, but his coming thus declarM. 
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Ete't tmt^din%9 upon hesring tluit she iraur^o bo 
renuMpeti from the garden of Puadisc, i& woadeviuiif 
beautiful : the sentimenu ace not mJtf proper to4lie 
subject, but have something iuthem particularly soil 
and womanish. 

Must I thea leiEfe tbee, Paradite ? ThM leave 

Thee» native soil, these hxpfj walks aad shades, 

Fithaeiit4fgiods! 1¥heKlhadhepetospend r 

Quiet, thc^ sad, tbe i«tspite of that daj 

That must be mortal to as both. O io^ra. 

That never will in othep dUaute grow. 

My early Saltation, and my last 

At ev'n, which I bred up with tender hand 

' Prom t!he ^fst op^nhifp bod, and f^ve you^ names : 
1«^ noar siiatt teat yen to tba aaa^ ar fank . 
Vbar tBi]HV«l4 wa^r Ihmr lib" aatbmtial fi>wit ? 

; Thee^ lastly nuptial bpw'r, by me adqni'd 
With what to ffl^ht or ameU was sweet i from thee 
ilow shall I part, aj^ whither wander down 
Into a lower worldj^ this obscure 
And wad ? how shall we breathe in other air 
liess pure, aecastom^d t» immortal irnHi f - v 

Adam's speeeh' abotmds with tbdu^^fcta vriiicfa are 
equally^ movingy btit of a more maseuQne and elevateft 
turn. Nothing cso) be congeived more sublime and 
poetical ttian the fioUowing piaaage ia it : 

This most afflicts me, that departing hence 

As from his face I shall be hid, depriv*d 

His blessed countenance ; here I could frequent 

With worship, place by place where he vouchsafed 

Presence divine ; and to my sons relate, | 

On this mount he aj^ear'd, under this tree 

Stood visible, among these pines his voice 

I heard, here with him at this fountain talked ; 

So many ^aceful altars I would rear 

Of grassy turf, and pUe up every stone 

Of lustre froni the brook, in memofy 
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Or monmiteQiit to agsa^ iin4 tto»<»i 
Offer sweet^smelling g^ums and fruits and flow'rt. 
In yonder nether world where shall I seek 
His bright appearances, or footsteps trace ? 
For the* I "fled him ang^, yet recalled 
To life prolong'd and promised race, I now 
Gladly behold tho* but his utmost skirts 
Of glory, and far off his steps adore. 

The angel afterwards leadd Adam to the highest 
mount of Paradise, and lays before bim a whole he- 
misphere, as a proper stage for those visions which 
were to be represented on it. I have before obscr- 
Ted how the plan of Milton^s poem is in many particu- 
lars greater than that of the Iliad or i&neid. Virgil's 
kero, in the last of these poeihs, is entertained with a 
sight of all those who are to descend from him ; but, 
though that episode is justly admired as one of the 
noblest designs in the whole i&neid, every one must 
allow that tbts^of Milton is of i\j[^A:h higher nature. 
Adam's vision is not confined to any particolar tribe- 
X>f mankind, but extends to the whole species. 

In this great review which Adam takes of all his 
sons and daughters, the first objects he is presented 
with exhibit to him the story of Cain and Abel, which 
is drawn together with much closeness and propriety 
of expression. That curiosity and natural horror 
which arises in Adam at the sight of the first dying 
jnan, is touched with great beauty : 

• But have I now seen death ? Is tbis.the way. . . 

J must return to native dust ? 0*s^ght . > 

Of terror foul, and ugly to behold. 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel ! 

The second vision sets before him the image of 
death in a great variety of appearances. The angel^. 
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to give him a general idea of tliete effeiets i^mh his 

guilt had brought upon his posteritf, places before 
him a large hospital or lazarhouse, filled with persons 
lying under all kinds of mortal diseases. How finely 
has the poet told us that the sick persons languished 
under lingering and imsurable distempers, . by an apt 
and judicious use of siich inu^^inary be^gs as those 
I mentioned in my last Saturday's paper. 

Dii^ WAg ike toBsing, ^betp th^ gtt^m ; Jbapahr 
Tended the aick^ busy from couch to cou^ ; 
And over tl^cm triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delay'd to strike, tho' oft invok'd 
With vo>»rs, as their chief good and final hope. 

The passion which likewise arislis in Adam on tlu9 

occasion is very* natural. 

I 
Sight so deform, what heart of rock could long 
D^-ey'd behold ? Adam could not, but ^ept, 
Tho' not of woman hahi : com]Nission qoeffd 
HSIi bwt of Bum, and gkrehim up to tears. 

The discourse between the angel and Adam wl^ch 
follows abounds with noble morals. 

As there is nothing more delightful in poetry than 
a contrast and opposition of incidents, the author, af- 
ter this melancholy prospect of death and sicknessy 
raises up a scene of ihirth, love, and jollity. The se- 
cret pleasure that steals into Adam's heart as he is in- 
tent upon this vision, is imagined with great delicacy. 
I must not omit the description of the loose female 
troop, who seduced the sons of God, as they are tULU 
ed in scrijiture. 

For that fair ample troop thou saw'st, that seem'd 
Of goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay, 
Yet empty of afl good, wherein consists 
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W^maA^B dBOKstfc luxMriMd ckidrpcttise : 

Br^ only aadcoit^^leted to the ^afte 

Of luitlul appetence, to sing', to dancet 

To dress, and troul the tongue, and roll the eye ; 

To these that sober race of men, whose lives 

Religious titled them the sons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame. 

Ignobly, to the trains and to the smiles 

Of those fair Atheists— »- 

The next vision is of a quite contrary nature, and 
filled with the horrors of war* Adam at the sight of 
it melts into tears, and breaks om into th»C pasfticHMte 
speech: 



^ what are thede ! 
I^eaith^s ndniflters, not men, who l^us deal death 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply 
Ten thousand-fold the sin of him who blew 
His brother : for of whom such massacre 
Make they but of their brethren, men of men f 

Miltons to keep an agreeable variety in his vJLsionS| 
after having raised in the mind of his readers the se- 
veral ideas of terror which are conformable to the de- 
scription of war, passes on to those softer images of 
triumphs and fesUvals, in that vision of lewdness and 
luxury which ushers in the flood. 

As it is visible that the poet had his eye upon Ovid's 
account of the universal deluge, the reader mayobserve 
■with how much judgment he has avoided every thing 
that i? redundant or puerile in the Latin poet. We 
do not here seethe w(^f swimming among the sheep, 
nor any of those wanton imaginations, which Seneca 
found fault with, as unbecoming this great catastro- 
phe of nature. If our poet has imitftted that verse in 
'which Ovid tells us that there was nothing but^sea, 
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and that this sea had no shoce to k, he haft not set the 
thought in such a light as to incur the censure which 
critics have passed upon it. The latter part of that 
verse in Ovid is idle and superfluous, but just and 
beautiful in Milton. 

Jamque ^nare et tellut nullum dhcrimen habebant, 
JVi/ niti pontut erat, deer ant quoque littorJa ponto. 

Ovid. Met 1. v, 291. 
Now seas and earth were in confusion lost ; 
A world of waters, and without a coast. DaTD:Ex.. 

■ S ea cover'd sea» 
Sea without shore— — MiLTpir*^ 

In Milton the former part of the description does 
not forestall the latter. How much more great and 
solemn on this occasion is that which fi>Uows in our 
English poet t 

■ A nd in their palaces^ 
Where luxury late reign'd, sea-monaters whelp*d 
And stabled—— 

than that in Ovid^ where we are told that the sea-^ 
calves lay in those places where the goats were used 
to browse ? The reader may find several other paral- 
lel passages in the Latin and English description of 
the deluge, wherein our poet has visibly the advan- 
tage. The sky's being over-chargc^d with clouds,.the 
descending of the rains, the rising of the seas, and 
the appearance of the rainbow^ ai*e such descripdons^ 
as every one must take notice of. The circumstan- 
ces relating to Paradise is so finely imagined, and 
suitable to the opinions of many learned authors, that 
I cannot forbear giving it a place in this paper : 

-—Then shall this mount 
Of Paradise by might of wav€« be mov'd 
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Out of hiB place, push'd by the homed flood. 
With all hit rerdure spotPd and trees adrifl, 
Down the freat .fi^r to the op'ning^ p!^^% 
And there take root ; an island ftah and bare. 
The haunt of sei^s,,an ores and sea-jnews clanff. 
The transition which the poet makes from the 
yision of the deluge to the eoacem it occasioned 
^m Adam, is exquisitely gracefiri, and copied after 
Virgili though th^ first thought it introduces is rather 
in the spirit of Ovid ; 

How didst thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 

The end of all thy ofispring, end so sad. 

Depopulation ! thee another flood, > 

Oi^ tsars and sorrow a floody thee alia dr«wn%' 
* And sunk tlMe as thy sons : till gcndyixar'd . 
: B)r Oi' ««f^ onlhy feet thott «too4?st at last). ; 
. Though comfi>rtless» as when a fatjier mourns 
. His children^ all in view destroy'd at once. 

I have been the more particuhif in my. ^uots^ioas 
out of the eleventh book of Paradise Lost, becansc it 
4» not generally reckoned ambng iJ^ n>ost Schining 
lKx>ks of tfaia poem; for wliicbjrf%««a tibe reiukir 
might be upt to overlook those many passages i|^ 
it which deserve ouftadmin^iioa. 7be eAeyentb and 
twelfth are indeed built upon tbat single oircumstence 
j)f the removal of our Sritpftfentol]rein P^ntOise ; but 
though thia is not in itself so great a subject as tbat in 
•most of the foregoing bo^^tt it is Qxt^endtd and diver- 
sified with so manjr surprising inctdenta and pleasiQg 
cptsodes) that these two \»aK books ean by no means 
^e looked upon as unequal parts of this divine poem. 
I must further addt that had no^ Milton represented 
our first parenfca as driven o«it of Paradise, his JPaU of 
JdOan would not have been completei.and ccmscfuentl/ 
Ids action w^uid have been imperfiu^. 
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No. 364. MONDAY, APRIL 29, t7l^. 

Bt STEELE. From the Letter-box. 

' f. • " . 

QUitdrigi* peiiniMf irne ^t€re. ' 

We ride and sail in quest of happiness. ' Crkscb. 

•*Mr. Spectator^ 

xjL lady of* my acqimntance, for whom I have 
too much respect to be easy while she is doing an ix^ 
discreet action) has given occasion to this trouble : 
she is a widow, tor \rhom the iladalgence of a tender 
husband has intrusted the management of a verf 
great fortune, and a son about sixteen, both which she 
is extremelf fond of» The boy has parts of thi^o^d- 
die ^e, neither shining nor despicable, and has pas&« 
ed the common exercises of his years with tolerable 
advantage, but is withal what you would call a for- 
' ward youth : by the helpx>f this tast qualification, which 
serves as a varnish to all the rest, he is enabled 
to make the best use of bis learning, and display it at 
full length upon all occasions. Last summer he dis* 
tinguished himself two or three times very remarka- 
bly, by puzzUng the vicar before an assembly of most 
of the ladies in the neighborhood; and from such 
weighty connderations as these, as it too often unfor- 
tunately falls out, the mother is become invincibly 
persuaded that her son is a great scholar ; and that to 
cloiH him down to the ordinary methodsof ediu^ation 
1fith others of his age, would be to cramp his facul- 
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Ues, aod ^ f^ irr^pftraUe ix>j»ry to bis wonderfiil 
capacity. ...it 

« I ^appeBed tD visit at the house lai^ .week, and 
nusspng the young- gentleinaQ at the tea-tablei where 
he seldom fails to officiate, could not upcm so extra- 
ordinary a circiimstance-: avdld inquiring after hinu 
My lady tojd me, he was gone wit with his w<»nan in 
order to make same preparations for their eiyuipage;, 
for. that she intended very speedily to carry hbn to 
travel. The oddness of the compression shocked me 
a little; however, I soon recovered myself enough to 
let her know, that aU I was willing to imderstand by it 
was, that she designed this summer to shew her son 
his estate in a distant county, in which he had never^ 
yet been. But she soon took care to rob me of that 
agreeable mistake, and let me into the whole affair. 
She enlarged upon young maker's prodigious im- 
proifpihents, and his comprehensive knowledge of all 
book-learning ; concluding that it was now high time, 
that he should be made acquainted vidth men and 
Uiings; that she had resolved he should make the 
tour of France and Italy ; but could not bear to have 
him out of her sight, and therefore intended to 
go along with him. 

« I was going to rally her for so extravagant a re- 
solution, but found myself not in a fit humor to med- 
dle with a subject that demanded the most soft and de- 
ticate touch imaginable. I was sirdd of dropping 
something that might seem to bear hard either upon, 
the son's abilities or the mother's discretion, being 
sensible that in both these cases, though supported 
with all the powers of reason, I should instead of 
gaining her ladyship over to my opinion, only expose 
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ilAyself to her4i«esl&tt|i7 I^MtN^^itt>A^i«t«ly de- 
termined to refer the whole matter to the Sjuctaror. 

««: Wheifi4tMDe to i^fttbtlut liight^^t mftmonCis, 
upon ihe o^«tirrefie«9«f -^IM^ diif , I^emild n^ BM be* 
Itete diaic iMsk MilfliDr 4f <s(utyiiig' m bo]r t6 ttuvel mfliis 
jfOOtKef^a I^^ a«}#tMt n^^ preteficei»f Itiii'ii&g met) 
i«id iSilfigft, is ^Cfl^e ^ ati extntordiiidcfy tiirture, atid 
ctooideB^itatMirtltiilitt'stsnip^Mlf. fdidaortre' 
m^Aiber tolitte metti^flK its pawdtel WkMnthc com- 
pass of my obsetiration, timiigh I could call tomincf 
stmie not extt^ttitely unHke H; ffohi hetice uajr 
thoughts tdok^cftston to ramble Into the general no- 
tion of tralrelling, as iltis now made a part o# education. 
Nothing ts- more fil*equent ^»n to take a lad f^ont 
grammar and taw, and under the tuition of some poor 
scholar, who is wilUag to be banished for thirt|r 
pounds a year and a Uttle victuals^ send Mm. crying 
smd sniyelling into foreign eountriesi Thgl^ he 
spends his time us children do at puppet-shows, and 
With much the same adVMitage, in staring and gaping 
at an amazing rariety of stnmge things ; Strang* in- 
deed to one who is not prepare^txi comprehend tito 
reasons and meaning of theiA; whilst he should* 
belaying the solid foundations of knowledge in YA% 
mind, and furmshing it with just rules to'dii^ct his 
future progress in liie under some skilful master of 
the art of instruotioiL 

«Can there be a more astonishing thought in- 
nature, than to consider how men should fall -into so 
palpable a mistake i It is a Istfge field, and may very> 
well ^Heroise a spHgktly genius; butldoMt remem*- 
boryon haare yet taken a turn in it. I idshy Sir, you 
would make peo^ uM^Pstafld <hw trmel ia rea% 
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6ie last step to be taken in the institution of youth : 
and that to set out with it is to begin where they should 
end. 

*' Certainly the true end of visiting foreign parts is 
to look into their customs and policies, and observe in 
what particulars they excel or come short of our 
own ; to unlearn some odd peculiarities in our man- 
ners, and wear off such awkward stiffhesses and af- 
fe^tatidns in our behavior, as may possibly have been 
contracted from constantly associating with one na- 
tion of men, by a more friee, general, and mixed con- 
versation. But how can any of these advantages be 
attained bygone who is a mere stranger to the custom 
and policies of his native country, and has not yet 
fixed in his mind the first principles of manners and 
behavior ? To endeavor it, is to build a gaudy struc- 
ture without any foundation ; or, if I may be allowed 
the expression, to work a rich embroidery upon 
a cobweb. 

<« Another end of travelling, which deserves to be 
considered, is the improving our taste of the best au- 
thors of antiquity, by seeing the places where they 
lived, and of which they wrote; to compare the natu- 
ral fiiefe of the country with the descriptions they have 
given us, and observe how well the picture agrees 
with the original. This must" certainly be a most 
charming exercise to the mind that is rightly turned 
for it ; besides that it may in a good measure be made 
subservient to morality, if the person is capable 
of drawing just conclusions concerning the uncertain- 
ty of hunvan things, from the ruinous alterations time 
and barbarity have brought upon so many palaces, ci- 
ties, and whole countries, which make the most illus- 
trious figures in history. And this hint may be not a 
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little improved bf examining every spot of ground 
that we find celebrated at the scene of some famous 
action) or retaining any footsteps of a Cato, Cicero, or 
Brutus, or some such great virtuous men. A nearer 
view of any such particular, though really little and tri* 
fling in itself, may serve the more powerfully to warm 
a generous mind to an emulation of their virtues, and 
a greater ardency of ambition to imitate their bright 
examples, if it comes duly tempered and prepared for 
the impression. But this I believe you'll hardly 
think those to be, who are so far from entering into 
the sense and spirit of the ancients, that they do not 
yet understand their language Mrith any exactness. 

^^ But I have wandered from my purpose, which was 
only to desire you, if possible, to save a fond English 
mother, and a mother's ovm son, from being shewn a 
ridiculous spectacle through the most polite parts of 
Europe. Pray tell them, that though to be sea-sick, 
or jumbled in an outlandish stage-coach, may perhaps 
be healthful for the constitution of the body, yet it is 
apt to cause such a dizziness in young empty heads, as 
too often lasts their lifetime. I am. Sir,' 
" Your most humble servant, 

"Philip Homebred.'* (a) 

"Sin, Birchen Zane, 

"I was married on Sunday last, and went peaceably 
to bed ; but to my surprise was awakened the next 
morning by the thunder of a set of drums. These 
warlike sounds, methinks, are very improper in a 
marriage concert, and give great offence : they seem 
to insinuate that the joys of this state are short, and 
that jars and discord soon ensue. I fear they have 
been ominous to many matches, and sometimes pro- 
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ved a prelude to a battle in the honey-moon. A nod 
from you may hush them ; therefore pray, Sir, let 
them be silenced, that for the iuture none but soft airs 
may usher in the morning of a bridal night; which 
will be a &yor not only to those who come after^ but 
to me^ who can still subftcribe myself 
w Your most humble , 

<^ and most obedient servant, 

<< Robin Bridegroom.'' 

^Mr. Spectator, 
" I am one of that sort of women whom the gayer 
part of our sex are apt to call a prude. But to shew 
them that I have very little regard to their raillery, 
I shall be glad to see them all at The Jimoroua 
tVidowj or the Wanton Wife^ which is to be acted for 
tie benefit of Mrs. Porter, on Monday the 28th. 
instant. I assure you I can laugh at an amorous 
widow, or wanton wife, with as little temptation 
to imitate them* as I could at' any other vicious cha- 
racter. Mrs. Porter obliged me so very much in th^ 
exquisite sense she seemed to have of the honorable 
sentiments and noble passions in the character of 
Hermione, that I shall appear in her behalf at a 
comedy, though I have no great relish for any enter- 
tainments where the mirth is not seasoned with a 
certain severity! which ought to recommend it to 
people who pretend to keep reason and authority over 
ftU their actions. 

<<Iam, Siri 
« Your frequent reader, 
!E ^Altamiba." 
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No. 365. TUESDAY, APRIL «9, 1712. 



»T MR. B. BUDGXXI.. 



Vere magUf quia vere ^or rtdit i 

ViRO. Georg. 3. v. 272. 

But most in spring : the kindly spring insjnre* 
Beviving heat, and Idndles genial fires. 

X HE author of the Menagiana acquaints us, that 
discoursing one day with several ladies of quality 
about the effects of the month of May^ which infuses 
a kindly warmth into the earth and all its inhabitants, 
the Marchioness of S— — , who was one of the com- 
pany, told him, ^^That though she would promise to 
be chaste in every month besides, she could not 
engage for herself in May." As the beginning there- 
fore of this month is now very near, I desi^ this pa- 
per for a caveat to the fair sex, and publish it before 
April is quite out, that if any of them should be 
caught tripping, they may not pretend they had not 
timely notice. 

I am induced to this, being persuaded the above- 
mentioned observation is as well calculated for our 
climate as for that of France, and that some of our 
British ladies are of the same constitution with the 
French Marchioness. 

I shall leave it among i^ysicians to determine 
what nuay be the cause of such an, anniversary incli- 
nation; whether or no it is that the spirits, aftec. 
having been as it were frozen and congealed by win- 
ter, are now turned loose, and set a rambling \ or that 
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. At gay protpectB of field* and meftdchrs, irith the 
cosrtsfaipof the birds in everj biisfa» naturally i^nbend 
ditf mind and aoften it to jileasore ; or that^ as some 
JuiTe hnagiiiedy awcmmnis prompted bf a iLind ckf in^ 
stinct to throw herself on a bed of flowers> and not to 
let those beautifU couches which nature YsA provided 
lie useless. However it be> the effects of this month 
on the lower part of thie »x, who act without dia- 
guise, are yerj \isU)le. It ia at this time that we 
see the young wenches in a country parish dancmg 
roundaMay^pole, which one of our learned antiqua^ 
ries ai^poses to be a relic of a certain Pagan worship 
that I do not think fit to mention. 

It is likewise on the first day of this month tiiat we 
see the ruddy milk-maid exerting herself in a most 
^[mghtly manner under a pyramid of sUrer tankards, 
andy like the virgin Tarpeia, oppressed l^ the costly 
ornaments which her benefactors lay upon her. 

I need not mention the ceremony of the green. 
gown) which is also peculiar to U&is gay season* 

The same periodical love-fit spreads through the 
whole sex, as Mr. Dryden well observes m his de^ 
acnpd<m of this rsastrf month.^ 

For thee, sweet months the grove* green liv'ries wear^ 
If not the first, the fairest of the year ; 
For thee the graces lead the dancing hours. 
And nature's ready pencil paints the fiow'rs. 
The sprightly May cooman^s our youth to keep 
The vigils of her night, and breaks their sleep ;' 
Each gende lureast with kiadly wal*mth she moves. 
Inspires new flaines, revives extingoish'd lovea. 

Accordingly among the works of the great masters 
In painting, who have drawn this genial season of the 
year, we often observe. Cupids confused with Zephyrs 
20 ♦ n \ ^ 

' ■ Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



234 THE SPECTATOR/: l«- 3^at 

llying'up and down prcmuscuously in sereral ports of 
Wie picture. I cannot but add, from mj own experi- 
ence, that about this time of the year k>Te4etters 
come up to me in great numbers from ^quarters of 
the nadcm. 

I received an epistle in particular by the last post 
from a Yorkshire gentleman, who makes heavy com'* 
plaints of ond Zelinda, whom it seems he has courted 
unsQccessfuUy these three years past. He tell» me 
that he designs tptry her tMs May, andif he does not 
carry his point, he will never think of her more. 

Having thus &irly admonished the female sex, and 
laid before them the dangers they are exposed to in 
tlus cHtical month, I shidl in the next place ky do^wn 
some lotles and directions for their better avmd* 
ing those calentures which are so very frequent 
in this^ason. 

In the first place, I would advise them never 
to venture abroad in the fields, but in the company of 
a parent, a guardian, or some other sober discreet 
person. I have before shewn how apt they are to 
trip in a flowery meadow; and shall further observe 
to them, that Proserpirte was out a Maying when she 
met with that fatal adventure-to which Milton alludes, 
when he mentions, 

— -That fair field 
Of Enna, where Proserpine gathering flow'rs. 
Herself a fairer flower^ by gloomy Dis 
Was gather'd. 

* Since I am going into quotations, I shall conclude ' 
this head with VirgiPs advice to young people, while 
th.ey are gathering wild strawberries and nosegays^ 
that they should have a care of the snake in tJte 
ffraa$, • 
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In the second place I cannot but improve thoie 
prescriptions n^icfaf our astrological pfaysici^ ^vp 
in their Almanacks for this month; such^s are 
a »fiare andmmfil^ 4icty vfit^ the m^dfrt^H use ^f 
phlebotomy. 

Under this head of abstinence, I diall also advise 
my fair readers to be in a particular manner careful 
hoyc they meddle with romances, chocolate, novels, 
and the like inflamers, which I look upon as very dan- 
gerous to be made use of during this great cftmival 
of nature. 

As I have often declared, that I have nothing more 
at heart than the honor of my dear country-women, I 
would beg them to con^der, whenever their, resolu- 
tions begin to fail them, that there are but'One and 
thirty days of this soft season, and that if they can but 
weather out this one month, the rest of thMcar will 
be easy to them. As for tliat part of the fair sex whQ 
stay in town, I would advise them to be particularly 
cautious how they give themselves up to- their mo^ 
innocent entertainments. If they cannot forbesurth^ 
playhouse, I would recommend tragedy to them 
rather than comedy: and i^ould think ^e ftu/ifiet^ 
Bhovf much safer for them ^lan the ofieta^ dl thb 
while the sun is in Oemini, 

The reader will observe, that thre paper is* written 
for the use of those ladies who think it worth while td 
war agcdnst nature in the cause of honor. As 
for that abandoned crew, who do not think virtue 
worth contending for, but give up their reputatidh at 
the first summons, such warnings and premonitions 
are thrown away upon them. A prostitute is the 
same easy creature in all months of the year, and 
makes no difference between May and December. 
See Nos. 395--^55. 1^ 
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No. ^. WEONEdDAT, APRIL SO, int. 
BT sTfl«Lfl« From A* Lotter-Boii* 

Pone mtpigrit ubi nulla campU 

^bor 4estiva recreatur aura, 

Jhilce ridentem Lala^en amabo^ 

Jhdce iBquentem. Hor. Od. ^. 1. 1. r. ir.. 

i 

Set ne whore, «ii tome pafthlets pkin^ 
The swarthy Africans complain^ 
To see the chariot of the sun 
So near the scorching^ country run : 
The Inimkig^ zone, the frozen isles. 
Gftiall hear me nng^ of pzlia's smiles } 
All Mid hut inhar toeasi' I will despite^ 
And dare iQ h«st hot that of Cidla*t eyes. 

BOS^OMM^Si^ 

X HERE arc such ^^ikt kiconaUtcncaes m the 
thoughtA of a man in love, that I haye often reflected 
there caa be ao reason for allowing him mM« Uber^ 
than others possessed with phreAsy» but that bit dis- 
temper has no malevolence in it to any mortal. That 
deyotiontobts Bttstress kindles in hk mind a general 
tenderness, which exerts itself towards every object 
aa well as his £ar-one. When this passion is repre* 
aented by writers, it is common with them to en« 
deavor at certain quaintnessesand turns of imagina- 
tio% which are appsurently the work of a nuod at 
ease; but the men of true taste can easily distinguisk 
the exertion of a mind which oyerfiows with tender 
sentiments, and the Ii^r of one which is only de-^ 
^Scribing distress. In performances of t^s kind, tiie 
most absurd of sdl things is to be witty f every senti* 
aient must grow out of the occasion, and be suit^e 
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to the circumstaiices (^ the character. Where this 
rule is transgressed, the humble servant, in all the 
fine things he says, is but shewing his mistreA how 
well he can dress, instead of saying how well he 
loves* Lace and drapery is as much a man as wit and 
turn i^ passion. 

" Mr. Spectator, 
<<The following verses are atranslationof aLapland 
love-song, which I met with in SchefFer*s history 
of that country. I was agreeably surprised to iihd a 
spirit of tenderness and poetry in a region which 
I never suspected for delicacy. Jn hotter climates, 
though altogether uncivilized, I had not wondered if 
I had found some sweet wild notes among the natives, 
where they live in groves of oranges, and hear the 
melody of birds about them: but a Lapland lyric, 
breathing sentiments of love and poetry, not »ifi*!^- 
thy old Greece or Rome; a regular ode from a 
climate pinched with frost, and cursed with darkness 
so great a part of the year ; where it is amazing that 
the poor natives should get food, or betenqited 
to propagate their species : this, I confess, seemed 
a greater miracle to me than the famous Itories 
of their drums, their winds, and enchantments. 

<<I am the bolder in commending this northern 
song, because I have faithfully kept to the sentiments, 
without adding or diminishing; and pretend to no 
; greater praise from my translation, than they who 
smooth and clean the furs of that country which have 
suffered by carriage. The numbers in the origi- 
nal are as loose and unequal as those in which th^ 
British ladies sport their Pindarics ; and perhaps the 
fairest of them might not think it a disagreeable pre- 
sent from a lover; but I have ventured to bind 
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it in stricter measure^ ns being more proper for our 
tongue; though perhaps wilder graces may better 
suit tSe genius of the Laponian language. 

^ It will be necessary to ima^e, that the author of 
this song, not having the liberty of visiting his nus- 
tress at her father's house, was in liopes of spy- 
ing her at a distance in the fields. 



I. 

Tlio« rising sun, whose gladsome ray 
Inrites my fa^ to rural play. 
Dispel the mist, and dear the skies. 
And luring my Qrra to my eyes. 

n. 

Oh ! were I sure my dear to i^fw» 
rd climb that pine4ree*8 topmost boagfa» 
Aloft in air that quiv'ring plays. 
And round and round for ever gaze. 

ni. 

My Orra Moor, where art thou laid ? 
What wood conceals my deeping maid ? 
JPast by tiie roots enraged Fll tear 
The trees that ^de my promised fair. 

IV. 
Oh ! could I ride the clouds and skies , 
Or on the raven's pinions rise ! 
Ye storks, ye swans, a moment stay. 
And waft a lover on hi^ way. 

V. 
My bliss too long ray bride denies. 
Apace the wasting summer flies : 
Kor yet the wintry blasts I fear, 
If ot storms or night shall keep me here. 

VL 
What may for strength wiUi steel conq>are ^ 
Oh! love has fetters stronger far : 
By bolts of steel are limbs confin'd ; 
But arud love cnchAiBs the mind. 
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vn: 

No longfcp then pei^lez thy breast. 
When thoughts tottnent, the first are best ; 
*Tis mad to go, ^tis death to stay. 
Away to Orra haste away. 

"Mr. Spectator, Jfiril the \Oth. 

" I am one of those despicable creatures called 
a ChambeT'Maidj and have liyed with a mistress fop 
some time, whom I. love as my life, which has made 
my duty and pleasure inseparable. My greatest de* 
lig^ht has been in being employed about her person : 
»id indeed she is very seldom out of humor for 
a woman of her quality: but here lies my complaint, 
Sir. To bear with me is all the encouragement she 
is pleased to bestow upon me ; for she gives her cast- 
off clothes from me to others : some she is pleased 
to bestow in the house to those that neither want not" 
wear them, and some to hangers-on, that frequent the^ 
house daily, who come dressed oat in them. This, 
Sir, is a very mortifying sight to me, who am a little 
necessitous for clothes, and love to appear what I am, 
and causes an uneasiness, so that I cannot serve with 
th^t cheerfulness as formerly ; which my mistress 
takes notice oiy and calls envy and ill-temper atiiee- 
ing others pi^efiBrred before me. My mistress has a 
younger sister lives in the house with her, that 
is some thousands below her in iestate, who is cohti- 
nually heaping her favors on her msdd ; so that she can 
appear every Sunday, for the first qusoter, in a fresh 
suit of clothes of her mistress' giving, with all other 
things suitable : all this I see without envying, but 
not without wishing my mistress would a little con^ 
sider what a discouragement it is to me to have 
my perquisites divided betyveen fanners and jobbers, 
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which others enjoy entire to themselves. I have 
spoken to my mistress, hut to little purpose : 1 have 
desired to be discharged (for indeed I fret myself to 
nothing,) but that she answers with silence. I beg, 
Sir, your direction what to do, for I am fully resolved 
to follow yoiir counsel ; who am 
^ Your admirer, 

^< and humble servant, 

^ COHSTANTIA CoS^^-BRVSH. 

*"Il>eg i3iat you will piit itin abetter dress, and let 
it come abroad, that my mistresi, who is an admirer 
of your speculations, may see it,** T 



No. 36r. THURSDAY, MAY 1, 1712. 

BY ADDISON. 
— Perfftfr«;&flrc/«r ekarta. Juv. Sat 1. v. IS, 

In mercy spare us when We do our best, 
' To make as much waste paper as the rest. 

1 HAVE often pleased myself with considering the 
two kinds of benefits which accrue to the public 
from these my speculations, and which, were I to 
speak after the manner of logicians, I would distin- 
guish into the material and theformai. By the latter 
I understand those advantages which my readers re- 
ceive, as their minds are either improved or delight- 
ed by these my daily labors ; but having already seve- 
ral times descanted on my endeavors in this light, I 
shall at present wholly confine myself to the consi- 
deration of the former. By the word material I 
mean those benefits which arise to the public from 
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these my speculations, as they consume a consider*^ 
able quantity of our paper-manufacture, employ our 
artisans in printing, and lEnd business £pr great num« . 
bers xif indigent persons. 

Our paper-msmufacture takes Into it several mean 
material^ whicb could be put to no other use, and af«* 
lords work lor several hands in the collecting of them, 
which are incapable of any other employment. Those 
poor retailers, whom we see so busy in eyery street, 
deliver in their respective gleanings to the merchant: 
the merchant carries them in loads to the paper-itfill, 
Where they pass through afresh set of hands, and give 
life to another trade. Those who have mills on their 
estates, by this means considerably raise their rentSi 
and the whole nation is in a great measure supplied 
with a manufacture, for which formeHy she was obli- 
ged to her neighbors. 

The materials are no sooner wrought into paper, 
but they are distributed among the presses, wher6 
they again set innumerable artists at work, and furnish 
business to another mystery. From hence, accord- 
ingly, as they are stained with news or politics, they 
fly through the town in fioat»menj fioat'boya^ daily-' 
couruntsy revienvsy medley 9y9Sid examiners, Men^ 
women, and children, contend who shall be the first 
bearers of them, and get their daily sustenance by 
spreading them. In short, when I trace in my mind a 
bundle of rags to a quire of Spectators, I find so many 
hands employed in every step they take through their 
whole progress, that, while I am writing a Spectator, 
I fancy myself providing bread for a multitude. 
'; If I do not take care to obviate some of my witty 
readers, they will be apt to tell me, that my paper, af-. 
Icr it is thus printed and published, is still beneficial 
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to the public on several occasions. I must confess f 
have lighted my pipe with my own works for thb 
twelvenoonth past : my landlady often sends up her lit- 
tie daughter to desire some of my old Spectators, and 
tias frequently told me, that the paper they are printed 
on is the bpst in the world to wrap spice in. They 
)ikew^i|e make a good fpundaUon for amutton-pye, as 
I have mor^ than once experienced, and were very 
much sought for last Christmas by the whole neigh- 
borhood. 

It is pleasant enough to consider the changes ths^t 
m linen fragment undergoes, by passing through 
the several hands above-mentioned. The finest 
pieces of hoUand, when worn to tatters, assume a 
new whiteness more beautiful thamthe first, and 
often retvkm in the shape oi letters to their native 
country. A lady's shift may be metamorphosed into 
billets-doux, and come into her possession a second 
time. A beau may peruse his cravat after it is worn 
out, with greater pleasure and advantage than ever he 
did in a glass. Jn a word, a piece of cloth, after ha- 
ving o|&cutted for some years as a towel or a nap- 
kin, inaf4 by this means be raised from a dung-lull, 
and becpme the uio^t valuable piece of furniture in a 
prince's cabinet. 

The politest nati(Ons of Europe have endeavored ta 
vie with one another for the reputation of the finest 
printing : absolute governmepts, as well as republic8» 
have encoyraged an art which seems to be tfa^ 
noblest and most beneficial that ever was invoiced 
among the sons of men. The present King of 
France, in h^s pursuits after glory, has particularly 
distinguished himself by the promoting of this useful 
art, insomuch that several books have been printed ia 
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the Louvre at his own expense, upon which he sejts 
BO great a value, that he considers them as the noblest 
presents he can make to foreign princes and amb^- 
sadors. If" we look into the commonwealths of Hol- 
land andNVenice, we shall find, that in this particular 
they have made themselves the envy of the greatest 
,nionarchie8. Elzevir and Aldus are more frequently 
xnentioned than any pensioner of the one or Doge of 
ihe other. 

The several presses which are now in England, an3 
-the great encouragement which has been given to 
learning for some years last past, has made our own 
nation as glorious upon this account as for its late 
triumphs and conquests. The new edition which is 
given us of Caesar's Commentaries has already been 
taken notice of in foreign Gazettes, and is a work that 
does honor to the English press. It is no wonder 
that an edition should be very correct, which has 
passed through the hands of one of the most accu- 
rate, learned, and judicious writers this age has pro- 
duced. The beauty of the paper, of the character, 
and of the several cuts with which this no&le work is 
illustrated, makes it the finest book that I have ever 
seen; and is a true -instance of the English genius, 
vrhich, though it does not come the first into any art, 
generally carries it to greater heights than any other 
country in the world. I am particularly glad that this 
-author < comes from a British printing-house in 
8o great a magnificence, as he is the first who has 
given us any tolerable account of our country. 

My illiterate readers, if any such there are, will be 
surprised to «hear me talk of learning as the glory of 
a nation, and of printing as. an art that gains reputa- 
tion to a people a^iong whom it flourishes. When 
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men^s thoughts are taken up with avarice and ambi* 
tioh^ they cannot look upon any thihgas greator valu- 
able, which does not bring with it an exti*aordinajy 
power or interest to the person who is concerned in 
It. But as I shall never sink this paper so far as to en-^ 
gage with Goths and Vsmdals, I shall only regard such 
kuld of reasoners with that pity which is due to 
so deplorable a degree of stu^dity and ignorance. 

I. 

No. ^8- FRIDAY, MAY 2, in 2. 

bV STEELE. From the Lctter-bo3u 

'' . " . . , 

JVbs decehat 
Lug^re ubi esset aliquia in lucem editus, 
HuTnarnt viue varia reputantet mala .* . 
•^t qu,i laborer morte Jinisset graves, 
Ofnnes dmicos laude et Ixtitia exequi. ^urip. Spud Tiyi.E, 

when first an infant draws the vital air. 
Officious ^rief should welcome him to care ; 
But joy should life's concluding scene attehd. 
And nurUi be kept to graoe a dying friend. 

,xVs the S/i£ctator.hj in a kind, a paper of news from 
the natural world, as otjbers are from the busy and po-^ 
iitic part of mankind, I shall translate the following 
letter, written toan eminent French gentleman in this 
town from Paris, which gives us the exit of aa he*- 
roine who is a pattern of patience and generosity. 

"Sir, . Par^t ji^rU 18, iriS. 

** It is so many years since youieft your natit^ 
-country, that I am to tell you t^ eharacters of your 
nearest relations aso^ucA' as if you were an uttei' 
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stranger to them. The occasion of this is to give'^you 
tm account of the death of Madam de Villacerfe, 
whose departure out of this life I Juio^ not whether 
a man of your philosophy will call unfortunate or not, 
«ince it Was attended with some circumstances as 
much to be desired as to be lamented. She was her 
whole life happy in an uninterrupted health, and was 
always honored for an evenness of temper and great* 
ness of mind. On thelOth inst. that lady was taken with 
an indisposition which confined her to her chamber ; 
iiut was such as was too slight to make her take 
a sick*bed> and yet too grievous to admit of any satis* 
^Eiction in being out of it. It is notoriously known^ 
that some years ago^ Monsieur Festeau, one of the. 
most considerable surgeons in Paris, was desperately 
-in love with this lady ; her quality placed her above 
any application to her on the account of his passion 4 
but, as a woman always has some regard to the person 
whom she believes to be her real admirer,, she now 
took it in her head (upon advice of her physicians to 
lose some of her blood) to send for Monsieur Festeau 
on that occasion. I happened to be there at that timet 
and my near relation gave me the privilege to be pre- 
sent. As soon as her arm was stripped bare, and he 
began to press it in order to rsdse the vein, his color 
changed, and I observed him seized with a sudden 
tremor, which made me take the liberty to speak of 
It to my cousin with some apprehension : she smiled, 
and said, she knew Mr. Festeau had no inclination to 
do her injury. He seemed to recover himself, and> 
smiling alsp, proceeded in his work. Immediately af- 
ter the operation, he cried out that he was the mos^ 
unfortunate of all men, for that he had opened an artery 
instead of a vein. It is as impossible to express the ar- 
^*' 31 * 
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test's dbtrac^h .as itefKCtient^coiHpoimrfe. IwiM 
not dwell oit Xtde ck^cuiUBtaiicaBs, tot go orq to infona 
ipvitiy ^at tirkhf II three dafs Ume )k was thMigtft «ec^ 
saiy to.take off htv sxnk. She waa^ so &r from uskii^ 
Pesteau «8 it wotild tie aaftivnal £9t otie of a tower s^ 
rit to tredt him, that she would not to lam be at>8eflt 
^imi any consufttf^on about her |>reseiyt x^tiditiwB, 
^and on evet^ occasion^iskedwhether ^ was sactisfied 
ih the flateasntes that wc^ie taken about k6&. Belbn 
this last ofiei'ation she cyrdered her vfiti io be 4rawa, 
and, after having be^i ^bout a quarter «f ^an litmr 
-aJone, she bid the Bttrgeions,^f whoinx>oor Feateau was 
dne, go on In their woi%. 1 4s:now W9t how to ^ivg f&^ 
the terms of art ; but ^^hore appeiMred 8«ich sfmptoma 
after the amputation of her arm, that it was yi«bl^ she 
<iould not Kre tonr and twenty hours. Herl>^avior 
%ras so magnanimous tfhroughout lihis whole sfffasT) that 
5 was particularly -cttwous in taking notice of w^at 
passed, asliefr fate approiached Nearer and nearer, and 
^6k no^s of what s^ si^ to all a^ut^er, pardca* 
5arly word for word what she spoke to Mr. Festeatt> 
which was as follows : ' 

** Sir, You give me inexpres^Me se^ow fe«* the an- 
guish with which I see you overwhelmed I am re- 
moved to all intents and purposes from die interests* 
of human life, therefore I aan to begin to think IHlc 
one wholly imconcemed in it. I do not t^onsider you 
as one by whose-error I Jiavelost my life ; no, you aro 
iny benefactor, as you have hastened my entrance m^ 
a happy immortality. This is ray sense of tins accl^ 
dent; but the world in which you live may havd 
thoughts ofit to your disadvantage tjhave therefore tai 
ken care to provide for you in tBt"'^^l>*^^ httvo^laced 
you above what you have to fear from their Hl^pature.^^^ 
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<^ While this excellent woman spoke these words, 
Festeau looked as if • he receired aootidemnation ie 
die, instead of a pension for his life. Madam de Vil- 
lacerfe lived till eight of the clock next night ; and» 
though she must have labored under the most^x^^ 
site torments, «be potsessed heir mind with «o wmir 
4erfal a patiente, that one may rather say she ceased 
to breathe tl^an that she died at that hour. You who 
had not the happiness to be personally known to this 
lady have nothing but to rejoice in the honor you had 
of being related to so great merit; but w% who hare 
lost her conversation cannot so easily resign our own 
bappin]»As by reflection upon hers. I am, 3ir» 
<( Your affectionate kinsman^ 

<< and most 4>bedieat humble ^ervantf 

There hardly can be a greater instance of an heroic 
Blind, than the unprejudiced manner in which this 
lady weighed this misfortune. The regard of life it» 
self could not make her overlook the contrition of the 
unhappy man, whose more than ordinary concern for 
her was all his guilt. It would certainly be of singu* 
lar use to human society to have an exact account of 
this lady's ordinary conduct, which was crowned by so 
uncommon magnanimity. Such greatness was not to 
be acquired in the last article, nor is it to be doubted 
bot it was a constant practice of all that is praise-wor* 
thy, which made her capable of beholding death, not 
as the dissolution, but the consummation of her life. 
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Now 369- SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1712^ 

BT ADDISON. 

Slegni^ irritant emimot demStnaper attres, 
r ^u^m ^U4t9um cculi§ iuiyectaJUteUbtU'^^'-^ 

Hoa. Aw. Poet. v.. 279. 

«— *WIut we hear moires less than what we see, 

l^OSCOMMOir. . 

JVJLlLTON, aftejr haying represented in vision the 
bistorjr of mankind to the first great period of nature, 
despatches the remaining part of it in narra6on. tic 
has devised a very handsome reason for the angel's 
proceeding with Adam after this manner; though 
doubtless thetrue reason was the difficulty which the 
poet would have found to have shadowed out so mixed 
and complicated a story in visible objects. I could 
wish, however, that the author had done it, whatever 
pains it might have cost him. To give my opinion 
freely, I think that the exhibiting part of the history 
of mankind in vision, and part in narrative, is as if an 
history-psdnter ^ould put in colors^ one half of his 
subject^ and write down the remaining part of it. If 
Milton's poem flags any where,, it is in this narration : 
Vf here, in some places, the author has been so atten- 
tive to his divinity, that he has neglected his poetry^ 
The narration, however, rises very happily on several 
occasions, where the subject is capable of poetical or» 
naments, as particularly in the confusion which he 
describes amcmg the builders of Babel, and in his 
short sketch of the plagues of Egypt. The storm of 
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hail and fire, with ^e darkoess Itet ovevispread'the 
land for three day«, are desctibed wiUi greal strength. 
The beautiful passage which follows it raised upoti 
Boble hints m scripture* 

——Thus with ten wouhda 
The river-dragon tam'd, at length submits 
To let his sojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles his stubborn heart ; but still as ice 
More harden'd after thaw, till, in his rag^ 
Pursuing whom he late dismissed, the sea 
Swallows him with his host, but them lets pasr 
As on dry land between two crystal walls^ 
Aw'd by the rod of Moses so to stand' 
Divided. 

The river^drag^on is an allusion to the crocbdfle, 
which inhabits the Nile, from whence Egypt derive* 
her plenty. This allusion is taken from that sublime 
passage in Ezekiel; ^'Thus saith the Lord God, Be* 
hold I am against thee, Pharaoh King of Egypt, the 
great dragon that Uethin the midst of his rivers, 
•which hath said. My river is mine own, and I halve 
tnadeitformyself.** Milton ha» given us«nother very 
ftoble and poetical image in the same de^riptionf 
which is copied almost word for word out 6f the hi^ 
torypfMoses^ 

AH night he wUl pursue, but his approach , 

Darkness defends between till morning watch; 

Then thro* the fiery pillar tind the claud 

Ocd looking forth, nuill trmble M hi4 hoet, 

t^nd craze their chariot-viheeU : when by oommlmil 

Moses once more his pot^t rod extends . 

Over the sea : the sea his rod obeys^ 

On their embattl'd ranks the waves retun^ 

And overwhelm their y 
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As the principal desig^_of this efiuode was to give 
Adam an idea of the holy person who was to reinstate 
Jiuman nature in that happiness and perfection from 
which it had fallen, the poet confines himself to the 
line of Abraham, from whence the Messiah was to de- 
scend* The angel is described as seeing the patriarch 
actually travelling towards the iand o/firoTniae^ which 
gives a particular liveliness to this part of the narra- 
lion. 

I see him, iui thou cuist not ; with what faitH 
He leaves his gods, his friends, his native Soil, 
Urr of Chaldea, passing now the ford 
To Haran, aflar him a cvunhrous tr^un 
Of herds, and' flocks, and num'rous servitude j 
Not wand'ring poor, but trusting all his wealth 
With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown. 
Canaan he now attains ; I see his tents 
Pitched about Shechem, and the neighboring plaiir 
Of Moreh ; there by promise he receiver 
Gift to his progeny of all that land. 
From Hamath northward to the desert south, 
(ThingpB by their names I call, tho' yet unnam'd.) 
As Virgil's vision in the sixth i&neid probably gsnpe 
Hilton the hint of this whole efiisodey the last line is a 
translation of that verse where Anchises mentions the 
names of places which they were to bear hereafter ; 
Mec turn nomina erunt, nunc sunt sine nomine terra. 
The poet has very finely represented the joy and 
gladness of heart which rises in Adam upon his dis- 
covery of the Messiah. As he sees his day at a distance 
through types and shadows, he rejoices in it; but 
^ when he finds the redemption of man completed, and 
Paradise again renewed; he breaks forth in rapture 
and transport $ 
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goodness infinite^ goodness immense ! 
That all this good of evil shall produce> &c. 

1 have hinted in my sixth paper on MiJton, that an 
heroic poem, according to the opinion of the best cri- 
tics, ought to end happily, and leave the mind of the 
reader, after having conducjted it througii many 
doubts and fears, sorrows and disquietudes, In a state 
of tranquillity and satisfaction. Milton^s fable, which 
had so many other qualifications to recommend it, was 
deficient in this particular: it is here, therefore, that 
the poet has shewn a most exquisite judgment^ as 
well as the finest invention, by finding put a method 
to supply this natural defect in his sul>ject. Accord«- 
ingly he leaves the adversary of mankind in the last . 
view which he gives us of him^ under the lowest state 
of mortification cmd disappointment* We see him 
chewing ashes, grovelling in the dust, and loaden 
v?ith supernumerary p^jixs and torments. On the coni. 
trary, our two first parents are comforted by dreams 
and visions, cheered with pi^miises of salvation, a^d ' 
in a manner raised to a greater happiness than th^t 
which they had forfeited; in short, Satan is represent- 
ed miserable in the height of his triumphs, and Adam 
triumphant in ,the height of misery. 

Milton's poem ends very Aobiy. The last speeches 
of Adam and the archangel are full of moral and in- 
structive sentiments. The sleep that fell upon Eve, 
and the effects it had in quieting the disorders of her 
mind, produces the same kind of consolation in the 
reader, who cannot peruse the last beautiful speech 
which is ascribed to the mother of mankind without^ 
«ecret pleasure and satisfaction. 
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Whence thou retuni'ft, and vhl^er weirt'tt, I kiiow j 
. For God is alik> in sleep, and dreams advise. 

Which he hath sent prc^itious, some great good 

Presaging, since with sorrow and heart's distress 

Wearied I fell asleep : biit now lead on ; 

In me is no delay ; with thee to go. 

Is lo stay heve ; without thee here to stay. 

Is to go hfiBosunwilluig tcthou to me * 
'. Art aU thingsi iind^r )a«a^tji^ aU p^eet ^^^ 
■ Who for my ^^^ cidmOja^ hfoushfd )ience* 
. This further qon^ola^t^ yet s^cwre 

I carry hence ; though all by me is Iost„ 
' Such favor I unw:orthy am vouchsard: 

By me the promis'd Bted shall all restore. 

The following lines, which conclude the pojcm, lise 
in a most glorious blaze of poetical images and ex- 
pressions! 

Heliodorus, in his uEthioJitca, acquaints us that the 
motion of the gods differs from that of mortals, as the 
former do not stir their feet, nor proceed step by step^ 
but slide over the surface of the earth by an uniforna 
swimming of the whole^l>ody. The reader may ob- 
serve with how poetical a description Milton has at- 
tributed the same kind of motion to the angeh who 
were to take possession of Paradise. 
So spake our mother Eve, and Adam heard 
Well pleas'd, but answer'd not ; for now too nigh 
Th* archangel stood, and from the other hill 
" To their fix'd station, «ll in bright array, 
/ The cherubim descended; on- the ground 
Gliding meteorous,' as evemng mist, 
Ris*n from ativer, o'er the marish glides. 
And gathers ground fast at the lab'rer's heel 
Homeward returning. High in front advanc'd, 
• The brandish'd sword of God before them blaz'd 
Fierce as a come t ■ > 
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The author helped Ws inyention in the following 
passage, by reflecting on the behavior of the angel, 
who, in holy writ, has the conduct of Lot and his 
family. The circumstances drswn from that relation 
jare very gracefully made use of on this occasion. 

In either hand the hastening angel cau^t 
Our lingering parents^ and to th' eastern gate 
Led them direct, and down the cliff as fast 
To the subjected plain ; then disappear'd. 
. They looking back^ &c. 

The scene which our first parents are surprised 
^ith upon their looking back on Paradise, wonderfully 
strikes the reader's imagination, as nothing can 
be more natural than the tears they shed on that occa- 
sion. 

They looking back, all th* eastern side beheld 

Of Paradise, so late their happy seat, 

Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate 

With dreadful faces throng'd and fiery arms : 

Some natural tears they dropp'd, but wip'd them sooni 

The world was all before them, where to choose 

Their place of rest, and Providence their guide. 

If I might presume to offer at the smallest altera- 
tion in this divine work, I should think the poem 
would end better with the passage here quoted, than 
with the two verses which follow : 

They hand in hand, with wand'ring steps and slow. 
Through Eden took their solitary way. 

These two verses, though they have their beauty, 
fall very much below the foregoing passage, and 
renew in the mind of the reader that anguish which 
was pretty well laid by that consideration. 

The world was all before them, where to choose 
Their p^ce of rest, and Providence their gpide^ 
Vol. VI. 22 oigized by Google 
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The tiun^r of books in Paradise Lost is equal to 
thoseof ^e i&neid. Our author in his first edition 
had divided his poem into ten books^ but afterwards 
broke the seventh and the elevenUi, each of them into 
two different books by the help of some small addi- 
tions. This second division was made with great 
judgment, a^ any one may see who will be at the psuns 
of examining it. It was not done for the sake of such a 
chimerical beauty as that of resembling Virgil in this 
particular, but for the more just and regular dispo^- 
tion of this great work. 

Those who have read Bossu and many of the cri- 
tics who have written since his time, will not pardon 
me if I do not find out the particular moral which is 
inculcated in Paradise Lost. Though I can by 
no means think with the last mentioned French 
author, that an epic writer first of all pitches upon a 
certain moral as the ground-work and foundation 
of his poem, and afterwards finds out a story to it ; I 
am, however, of opinion, that no just heroic poem 
ever was or can be made, from whence one great mo- 
ral may not be deduced, l^hat which reigns in Mil- 
ton is the most universal $aid most useful that can be 
imagined : it is in short this, That obedience to the will 
of God makes men hafifiy^ and that disobedience makes 
them miserable. This is visibly the morai of the 
principal fable, which turns upon Adam and Eve, who 
continued in Paradise while they kept the command 
that wais given them, and were driven x)ut of it as 
toon as they had transgressed. This is lUcwise the 
moral of the principal episode, which shews us how 
an innumerable multitude of angels fell from their 
state of bliss, and were cast into hell upon their dis- 
obedience^ i^esldes this great moral, \^ch may 
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be looked upon as the soul 6f the fable, there are an 
infinity of under morals which are to be drawn from 
the several parts of the poem, and which makes this 
work more useful add instructive than any other 
poem in any language. 

Those who have criticised on the Odyssey, the Iliv 
ad, and ^neid, have taken a great deal of pains to fik 
the number of months and days contained in the ac- 
tion of each of those poems. If any one thinks it 
worth his while to examine this particular in Miltots, 
£e will find, that from Adam's first appearance in the 
fourth book to his expulsion from Paradise in the 
twelfth, the auUior reckons ten days. As for that part 
of the action whith is described in the three first 
books, as it does^ not pass within the regions of nature, 
I have before observed that it is not subject t^ 
any calculations of time. 

I have now finished my obsei*vations oti a work 
which does an honor to the English nation. I have 
taken a general view of it under these four heads, the 
fable, the characters, the sentimentSf and the lan« 
guage, and made each Of them the subject of a par- 
deukM* paper. I have in the next place spoken 
of the censthfes which our author may incur under 
each of these heads, which I have confined to two pa- 
pers, though I might have enlarged the num]ber, if I had 
been disposed to dwell on so ungrateful a subject. I 
believe, however, that the severest reader will not find 
any little fault in heroic poetry, which this author ha« 
fallen mto,^ that does not come under one of those 
heads among which I have distributed hiB several 
Jilemishes. Aficr having thus treated at large of Pa- 
radise Loat^ I could not think it sufficient to have ce- 
lebrate^ this poem in the whole without descending 
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to particularsr I have therefi^re bestowed a paper 
upon each book) and endeavored, not only to prove 
that the poem ia beautiful in general, but to point out 
its particular beauties, and to determine wherein 
they consist. I haye endeavored to shew how some 
passages are beautiful by being sublime, others by 
being sofit, others by being natural ; which of them 
are recommended by the passion, which by the mo- 
ral, which by the sentiment, and which by the expres' 
sion; I have likewise endeavored ta shew how the 
genius of the poet shines by a happy invention, a dis- 
tant allusion, or a judicious imitation ^ how he has co- 
pied or improved Homer or Virgil, and Faised his 
own imaginations by the use which he has tnade of ile- 
veral poetical passages in scripture* I might have 
inserted also several passages in Tasso, which our au* 
tht>r has imitated ; but as I do not look upon Tasso to^ 
be a sufficient voucher, I would not perplex my rea- 
der with such quotations aa might do more honor to the 
Italian than the English poet. In ^hbrt, I have endea- 
-vored to particularize those innumerable kinds of 
beauty which it would be tedious to recapitulate, but 
which are essential to poetry, and which may be met 
with in the works of this great author. Had I thought, 
at my first engaging in this design, that it would have 
led me to so great a length, I believe I should never 
have entered upon it: but the kind reception which it 
has met with among those whose judgments I have a 
value for, as well as the uncommon demands which 
my bookseller tells me have been made for these par- 
ticular discourses, give me no reason to repent of the 
pains I have been at in composing them. I^ 
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No. 370. MONDAY, MAY 5, 1712. 

BY STEEL!!* 
TaiM fnundus agit hiitrionent. 

JVX ANY of my £Eur readers, as well as very gay and 
well received persons of the other sex, are extremely, 
perplexed at the Latin sentences at the head of my 
speculations. , I do not know whether I ought not to 
indulge them with translations of each of them : how* 
ver, I have to-day taken down from the top of 
the stage in Drury-Lane.a bit of Latin which often 
stands in their view,, and signifies that the whdle 
world act9 the player. It is, certain that if w^ look all 
around us, and r behold the different employments 
of mankind,, you hardly see one who is not, as the 
player is, in ati assumed character. The lawyer, who 
is vehement and loud in a cause wherein h& knows he 
has hot the truth of the question on his side, is a player 
as to the personated pai't, but inco;nparably meaner 
than he as to the prostitution of himself for hire : be-^ 
cause the pleader's falsehood introduces injustice, the 
player feigns for no other end but to divert or instruct 
yout The divine, whose passions transport him to 
say any thing with any view but promoting the inter- 
ests of true piety and religion, is a player with'a still 
greatei* imputation of guilt, In proportion to his depre- 
ciating a character more sacred. Consider all the dif- 
ferent pursuits and employments of men, . and you 
will find half their actions tend to nothing else but dis- 
Ijuise and imposture ; and all that is done which pro'* 
ceeds not from a maa's very self is the action of 

^^ * r \ 
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a player. For this reiCson it is that I make so frequent 
mention of the stage : it is with me a matter of the 
highest consideration what parts are well or ill por* 
formed, what passions or sentiments are indulged or 
cultivated, and consequently what manners and cus- 
toms are transfused from the stage to the world, 
which reciprocally imitate each other* As the wn^ 
Irrs of e{Hc poehis introduce shadowy per8<ms^ Uid 
represent vices and virtues under the chamcter oi 
jnen and women) so I, who am a Sjfa^tat^r in tte 
worlds may pertiaps eomethaties make «te oi tb» 
Biunes of the actors on Uie stage, to represent oi* ad-^ 
iinoHish those who transact affairs in the #orld4 
When 1 2aa commending Wilkes for represoititi^ the 
tenderness of a husband and a father in Macheth, the 
ccmtrition of a reformed prodigd in Harrjr the 
Fourth, tte winning emptiness of a young man 
ef good nature and wealth in The THfi to ike JkMieef 
4^e officiousness of an ar^l serv^t in The F<Mct 
trhen tidus I celebrate WUkes, I t^k to all the world 
who are engaged in any of those ciixrumstances. If 
i were to speak of merit neglected, misa^^lS^ 
or misunderstood, might not I say^ East^ourt has 
a great owelty ? But it is not the amer«st ^ o^ers 
who bear a figure on the staige that his talenu were 
understood ; It is their business to impose upon him 
what cannot become him, or keep out of his hands 
any thing in which he would shine; Were <me to 
i^aise a sUspicioA of himself in a man who passes lipon 
the woYld for a fine things in order to alarm Mm^oao 
might say, if Lord F<^i{migton was not on the st^e 
(Gibber acts the false p^retensions to a genteel beha* 
vior so very justly^) he would in the g<eiteraM^ 
of mankind have more that wouldadmi*sc than deiade 
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it is net t9 be imagined w}iat effect a weU-tegal«ted 
stftg^ would hare upon men'tf nuuaners* The craft ^f 
an nturery the absontitf of a ncix ibol^ the awkward 
roughneas jof a fellow of half courage^ the ungnweefut 
mirth of a creature of half wit^ might be for erer ^t 
out c^ cqfuntenance by -pieoper parts fdr Dogget* 
Johmouy kfy acting Corbacchioi the other night> must 
have gi^ren adi who saw torn a thot^ough detestation of 
aged ftimrice. The ^tiatancy of a peevish old lellow^ 
whd lomsmid hateff he M6yfa nut wh)^) is vety exeel^ 
letitly petfbrmed by the ingenious Mr* WMam 
Penkethman in the Fofi*8 Fi^rtuntf where, in the 
chatiact^ of Don Choteiic Snap Shorto de Testy, h^ 
answers no queetionB^but to those whom he likesf and 
wttftts no accouhf'^ any thing fi^^ those he ap« 
p^?es* Mr. F^E^Lethman is also master of as m^y 
&ces in the idum^ st^ne as o^ be expected from 
a man in ito circumstancee of beteg ready to perish 
out of fear and hunger : he wonders throughout the 
whole scene very masterly^ without neglecting bis 
victuals. If it be, as I have heard it sometimes men*^ 
tioned, a great qualification for the world to follow bu-» 
siness and pleasure too) what is it in the ing^ous 
Mr. Penkethman to represent a sense of pleasure and 
pain at the same timef as. you may see him do this 
evening ? 

As it is certain that a stage ought to be wholly sup* 
pressed or judiciously encouraged, while there is one 
in the nation ; men turned for regular pleasure cannot 
employ their thoughts more usefully for the diversion 
of mankind, than by convincing them that it is^ iit 
themselves to raise this entertainment to the greatest 
height. It would be a great improvement, as well as 
-embellishment to the thesTtre^ if dancing ww mora 
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regarded, and taught to all the actors. ^ One who has 
the advantage of such an agreeable girlish person as 
Mrs. Bicknell, joini^d with her capacity of imitation, 
Could in proper gesture and motion represent all the 
decent characters of female life. An amiable ino« 
desty in one aspect of a dancer, an assumed confi- 
dence in another, a sudden joy inanother, a falling off 
with an impatience of. being beheld, aretimi towards 
the audience with an.unsteady resolution to apt>roach 
them^and a well acted solicitude to please, would re- 
vive in the company all the fine touches of mind 
raised in observing a)l the objects of'affectioa or pas- 
sion they had before beheld. Such elegant enter- 
tainments as these would polish the town into judg- 
ment iii their gratifications ; and delicacy in pleasure 
is the first step people of condiU^n take in reforma- 
tion from vice. Mrs. Bicknell has the only capaci^ 
for this sort of dancing of any on the stage;. and 
I dare ^say all who see her performance to-mor- 
row night, when sure the romp will do her best 
for her own benefit, will be of my mind. X 

No. sn. TUESDAY, MAY 6, 171^. 
BT AnnisON.. 

Jamne igitur laudat quod de sapientibtu unu» 

MidebatP Juv. Sat 10. v. 28^ 

And shall tlie sage* your approbation win, 
"Whose laughing features wore a constant grin ? 

1 SHALL communicate to my reader the following 
letter for the entertainment of this day. 

• Democritu/^ 
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"Sm, 

«*You know very well that our nation is more 
famous for that sort of meawhaare called whims and 
humorists than any other country in the world ; for 
which reason it i« observed that our English comedy 
excels that of all other nations in the novelty and va- 
riety of its characters^ 

** Among those innutnerabfe sets of whims which 
our country produicea, there are none whom I have 
regarded with more cariosity than those who have in- 
vented afly particular kind of diversion for the enter- 
tainthent of themselves^ or their friends. My let^r 
shall single out those who take delight in sorting 
a company that has something of burlesque and ridi^ 
cule in its appearance, I shall make myself un- 
derstood by the following example. One of the wits 
of the last agc,t who was a man of a good estate, 
thought he never laid out his money better than in a 
jest. As he was one year at the Bath, observing that 
in the great confluence of fine people, there were 
several among them with long chins, a part of the 
visage by which he himself was very much disr 
Unguished, he invited to dinner half a score of these 
remarkable persons who had their mouths iu the 
middle of their faces. They had no sooner pla- 
ced themselves about the table, but they began' to 
stare upon one another, not being able to imagine 
what had brought them together. Our English pro- 
verb says, 

'Tis merry in the haU 
When beards wag all. 

" It proved so in the assembly I am noin^ speaking 
of^ who seeing so many peaks of faces agitated with 

t I^uke of Buckinghanu r^^^^u 
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eating} drinking, and discourse, and observing all the 
chins that were priesent meethig together very oftea 
over the centre of th^ taWe, every one grow sensible | 
of the jest, and came into it with so nmclr goorf 
humor, that they lived in strict friendship and allianee 
from that day forward. 

**The same gentleman some time after packed to- 
gether a set of oglers, as he called them, consisting 
of such as had an unlucky cast in their eyes. -His di- 
version on this occasion was to see the cross bows) 
mistaken signs, and wrong connivances, that passed 
attiidst so many broken and refracted rays of si^t. 

♦* The third feast which this merry gentleman ex^ 
liibited was to the stammerers, whom he got together 
in* a sufficient body to fill his table. He had ordered 
one of his servants, who was placed behind a screen) 
to write down their table-tsdk, which was very easy 
to be^ done without the help of short-hand. It appears 
by the notes which were taken, that though their 
conversation never fell, there were not above twentf 
woids 8p<^en during the first course ; that u^cm se^ 
vlng up the second, one of the company was a qua^ 
ter of an hour in telling them that the ducklings and 
asparagus were very good ; and that another took up 
the same time ii^ declaring himself of the same 
opinion. This jest did net, however, go off so weU 
aa either of the former; €»r one of the guests, being 
a brave mdn, and fuller of resentment than he knew 
how to express, went out of the room, and sent the 
&cetiou8 inviter a challenge in writjing, which, though 
it was afterwards dropped by the interposition of 
friends, put a stop to these ludicrous entertainments. 

«*Now, Sir, I dare say you will agree with me, tha< 
as there is no moral in these jests,- they ought to 
be discouraged, and looked upon rat&er as pieces of 
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iinluckiness than wit. Howeyer, as it is natural fpr 
QD^xnan to refine upon the thought of another, and 
ioipos^ble for any single person, how great {soever 
his parts may be, to invent an art, and bring it to its 
utmost perfection; I shall here give you an account, 
of an honest gentleman of my acquaintance, who, upon 
hearing^ the character of the wit abpve^men^oned, 
has himself assumed it, and endeavored to convert it 
to the benefit of mankind. He invited half a dozen 
of his friends one day to dinner, who were each 
of them famous for inserting peveral redundant phra^ 
ses in their discourse, a^, 4'ye hearmcy d'ye «etf, that 
Uy and^o Sir. Each of the guests, making frequent 
use of his particular elegance, appeared sp ridi- 
culous to his neighbor, that he could not but reflect 
upon himself as iq;>pearing equally ridiculous to the 
rest of the company : by this means, before they had 
sat long together^ every one talkUig with ihe greatest 
circumspection, and carefully avoidijag l^s ^vorite 
expletive, the conversation was cleared of its reduur 
fancies, andjhada^ceater quantity of sen^e, though 
less of soundi in it. 

^ The same well-meaning gentleman took occa- 
sion, at another time, to bring together such of his 
friends as were addicted to a.foolish habitual custom 
v£ swearing. In order to shew them the absurdity of 
the praotice, he hAd recourse to the invention above- 
mentioned, having placed an apianueuMis in a private 
*part.of the room. A^ter the second bottle, when 
men ppen their minds without reserve, my honest 
friend began to t^^e notice of the many sonorous but 
unnecessary words that had passed in his house $ince 
their siting down at table, and how much good con*- 

versation they had.lost by giving way to such superfiu^ 

( 
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0U9 phrases. What a tax, says he, would th^y have 
raised for the poor, had we put the laws in executioa 
upon one another ? Every one of Jthem took this 
gentle reproof in good part. Upon which he told 
them, that knowing their conversadon would have 
no secrets in it, he had ordered it to be taken down in 
writing, and for the iiunM>r-sake would read it ta 
them, if they pleased. There were ten sheets of it, 
which ndght have been reduced to two, had there not 
been those abominable interpolations I have before 
mentioned. Upon the reading of it in cold blood, it 
looked rather like a, conference of fiends than of 
men. In short, every one trembled at himself upon 
rhearing calmly what he had pronounced aoud^ 
the heat and inadvertency of discourse* 

^^I shall only mention another occasion wherein he 
made use of the same invention to cure a differ- 
ent kind of men, who are the pests of all polite con- 
versation, and murder time as much as either of the 
two former, thbugh they do it more innocently; I 
mean that dull generation of story-tellers. My Mend 
got together half a dozen of his acquaintance wIm 
were infected with this strange malady. The first 
day, one of them sitting down entered upon the siege 
of Namur, which lasted till four o'clock, their timeof 
parting. The second 4ay a North Briton took 
possession of the discourse, which it was impossiMe 
to get out of his hands so long as the company staid 
together. The third day was engrossed after the 
same manner by a story of the same length- They 
at last began to reflect upon this barbax:ous .way 
of treating one another, and by this means awakened 
out of that lethargy with which each of thlfem had 
*"een seized for several years. 
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" As you have some where declared, that extraor- 
dinary and uncommon characters of manklhd are the 
f^ame trhich you delight in, and as I look upon you to 
be the greatest sportsman, or, if you please^ the 
Nimrod among tfris species of writers, I thought 
thb discoveiy wouW not be unacceptable to you. 
* " I am, Sir^ &c.'» 



Ko. 372. WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 1712. 
BY STEELE. From the Letter-box. 

— — PWef hifc opprtibria mbit 

Et diet /f9tui^9e, et noh potuiffe rtfeili, 

Ovid. Metam. 1. v, 7SZ. 

To hett* fin open slander is a curse ; 

But not to find an answer is a worse. DRti^EiT. 

**Mr. Spectator, May 6, 1712. 

'^I AM se^Kton of ihe parish of Co vent Garden, 
AAd complained to you some time ago, that, as I was 
tolling into prayers at eleven in the morning, crowds 
of people of qusdky hastened to assemble at a pup^ 
pet-show on the other side of the garden. I had at 
the some time a very great disesteem for Mr. Powell 
and his little thoughtless comrnonwealth, as if they 
had enticed the gentry into those wanderings: but let 
that be as it will, I am now convinced of the honest 
intentions of the said Mr. Powell and company ; and 
send this to acquit you, that he has given all the 
profits which shall aiise *to*morrow night by his play 
to the \lse of the poor charity-children of this parish. 
Vol. VL 23 
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I have been informed, Sir, that in Holland all persons 
who set up any show, or act any ^tage-play, be the ac- 
tors either of wood and wire, or flesh and bloody are 
obliged to pay out of their gain such a proportion to 
the honest and industrious poor in the neighborhood: 
by this means they make diversion and pleasure pay a 
tax to labor and industry. I have been told also) 
that all the time of Lent, in Roman Catholic coun- 
tries, the persons of condition administer to the ne- 
cessities of the poor, and attend the beds of la- 
zars and diseased persons. Our protestant ladies 
and gentlemen are €o much to seek for proper ways 
of passing time, that they are obliged to Punchinello 
for knowing what to do with themselves. Since the 
case is so, I desire only you would entreat our people 
of quality, who are not to be interrupted in their 
pleasure, to think of the practice of any moral duty, 
that they would at least fine for their sins, and give 
something to these poor children; a little out of 
their luxury and superfluity would atone, in some 
measure, for the wanton use of the rest of their for- 
tunes. It would not, methinks, b^ amiss, if the 
ladies, who haunt the cloisters and passages of the 
playhou9e, were, upon every offence, obliged to pay 
to this excellent institution of schools of charity : 
this method would make offenders themselves do 
service to the public. But, in the mean time, I 
desire you would publish this voluntary reparation 
which Mr. Powell does our parish for the noise 
he has made in it by the constant rattling of coaches, 
drums, trumpets, triumphs, and battles. The de- 
struction of Troy, adorned with Highland dances^ arc 
to make up the entertainment of all who afi so well 
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disposed as not to forbear a light entertainment, for 
no other reason but that it is to do a good action. 
"I am, Sir, 

"Your most humble servant, 

"Ralph Bellfry.'* 

"1 am credibly informed, that all the insinuations 
which a certain writer made against Mr. Powell 
at the Bath are false and groundless*** 

<<Mr. Spectator, 
** My employment, which is that of a broker, lead- 
ing ine often into taverns aboutthe exchange, has gi- 
ven me occasion to observe a certain enormity, which 
I shall here submit to your animadversion. In three 
or four of the'se taverns, I have, at different time8> 
taken notice of a precise set of people with' grave 
countenances, short wigs, black clothes, or dark cam- 
blet trimmed with black, and mourning gloves and 
hat-bands, who meet on certain days at each ta- 
vern successively, and keep a sort of moving club. 
Having often met with their faces, and observed 
a certain slinking way in their dropping in on<^ after 
another, I had the curiosity to enquire into their 
characters, being the rather moved to it by their 
agreeing in the singularity of their dress; and I find» 
upon due examination, they are a knot of parish 
clerks, who have taken a fancy to one another, and 
perhaps settle the bills of mortality over their half 
pints. I have so great a value and veneration for any 
who have but even an assenting ^nmi in the service 
of religion, that I am afraid lest these persons should 
incur some scandal by this practice; and would 
therefore have them, without raillery, advised- to 
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send the florence and puUets home to their own 
houseS) and not pretend to live as well as the over- 
seers of the poor. I am. Sir, 

<( Your most hoiiible servant, 

^HUKPHREY TaArHSFER.*^ 

<* Mr. Sf»ctatoe, M&if 6, 

^I was hist Wednesday night at a tavern in the 
city, among a set of men who call themseWes tbc 
Lawyers' Club. You must knowy Sir, th£s club coO' 
sists only of attorneys ; and at this meeting e^ery one 
proposest^e cause he h^ then in hand to the board, 
upon which each member gives his judgment ac- 
cording to the experience he has. met with. If it 
happens that any one puts.a case of which they hart 
bad no precedent) it is noted down by their clerk 
Will QoosequiU (who registers all their proceed- 
ings)} that one of them may go the next day within 
to a counsel. This mdeed is commendable^ and 
ought to be the principal end of their meeting ; but 
had you been the?eto have heard them relate their 
Sftethods of managing a causcy their manner of draw- 
ing out their bil^Sy and» in shorty their arguments 
^pon xh^ several ways of abusing their elientSf witb 
th^ applause that is given to him who has done 
it most artfully^ you would before now have gt¥£0 
your remarks OQ them* They are so conscious that 
their discourses ought to be kept secret) that they are^ 
very catitious of adi)^itting any person who ia not 
of their, profession. Wheii any who are not of the 
law are let in, the person who introduces him, says 
he is a very honest gentlejoaaUf and he is taken in, as 
their c^nt is, to pay costs. I am admitted'^i^n the 
recommendation ojf one of their principals, as a vtff 
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honeat good natured /ellowy that will never be in 
a plot) ^aid only desires to drink his bottle and smoke 
his pipe. You have formerly remarked upon several 
sorts of clubs ; and as the tendency of this is only to 
increase fraud and deceit, I hope you will please 
to take notice of it. I sun (with respect) 

^ Your humble servant, 
T " H. R.'* 

No. 373. THURSDAY, MAY 8, 17U. 

BT MR. £. BUDGELL. 

Faliit enifn vitium specie mrtueie et umbra. 

Jvv. Sat 14 V. 169. 
Vice oft is hid in virtue's fair disguise^ 
And in her borrow'd^form escapes enquiring eyes. 

jVlR. LOCKE, in his treatise of human under- 
standing, has spent two chapters upon the abuse 
•of words. The first and most palpable abuse of 
*words, he says, is when they are used without clear 
and distinct ideas: the second, when we are so incon* 
stant and unsteady in the application of them, that we 
sometimes use them to signify one idea, sometimes 
another. He adds, that the result of our contempla- 
tions and reasonings, while we have no precise ideas 
fixed to our words, must needs be very confused and 
absurd. To avoid this imconvenience', more especi- 
ally in moral discourses, where the ^ame word should 
constantly be used in the same sense, he earnestly re- 
commends the use of definiticms. A dejimtion^ says 
he, /* the only may vf hereby thefireciae meaning qfmo' 
rai worda can be knovfn. He therefore accuses those 
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of great negligence who discourse of moral things 
with the least obscurity in the terms they make use 
of) since upon the fore-mentioned ground he does not 
scruple to say, that he thinks Morality U capable 
of demomntration as vfcU a« fbe mathematics. 

I know no two words that have been more abused 
by the different and wrong interpretations which are 
put upon them than those two, m^odegty and aasu- 
ranee. To say such a one is a modest matiy sometimes 
indeed passes for a good character ; but at present is 
Tery often used to signify a sheepish awkward fellow, 
who has neither good-breeding, politeness, nor any 
knowledge of the world* 

Again, a man of assurance^ though at first it only 
denoted a person of a free and open carriage, is now 
very usually applied to a profligate wretch, who can 
break through all the rules of decency and morality 
-without a blush. 

J shall jendeavor therefore in this essay to restore 
these words to their true meaning, to prevent the idea 
of modesty from being confounded with that of sheefi" 
iahnessj and to hinder impudence from passing for qsr 
surance. 

If I was put to define modesty y I would call it. The 
refection of an ingenious mindy either tvhen^ a man 
has committed an action for which he censures hini- 
self or fancies tliat he is exposed to thie censure 
<f others. 

For this reaion, a man truly modest is as much so 
when he is alone as in company, and as subjects 
to a blush m hi^ closet as when the eyes of mul- 
titudes are upon him* 

I do not remember tohave met with any instance 
^ modesty with which I am so well pleased as that 
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celebrated one of the young princet whose father 
being a tributary king to the Romans, had sever 
ral complaints laid against him before the ^nate, ag 
a tyrant and oppressor of his subjects. The prince 
went to Rome to defend his father,; but coming into 
the senate, and hearing a multitude of crimea proved 
upon him, was so oppressed when it came to his 
turn to speak, that he was unable to utter a 
wCrd. The story tells us, that the &thers were 
more moved at this instance of modesty and ingehu* 
ousness than they could have been by the most 
pathetic oration ; and, in shorty pardoned the guil- 
ty Either for this eariy promise of virtue in the won. 

I take assurance to be the faculty of fioa^easing m 
man* 9 aelfy or of saying and doing indifferent things 
mthout any uneasiness or emotion in the mind* That 
which genenjly gives a man assurance is a moderate 
knowledge of the world, but) above all, a mind fixed 
and determined in itself to do nothing against th^ 
rules of honor and decency. An open and assured be- 
havior is the natural consequence of such a resolution* 
A man thus armed, if his words or actions are at any 
time misinterpreted, retires within himself, and, from 
a consciousness gf his own integrity, assumes forc^ 
enough to despbe the little censures of ignorance oi; 
malice. 

Every one ought to cherish and encourage in him-^ 
«elf the modesty and assurance I have here mea« 
tioned. 

A mm without assurance is liable to be made un- 
easy by the folly or ill-nature of every one he conver- 
ses with. A man without modesty is lost to all 
sense of honor and virtue. 

It is more than probable, that the prince above-men* 
tioned possessed both these qualifications in a ven 
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etnin^t degree. Witholft assurance he would neyer 
tiave undertaken to speak before the most august i»« 
aembly in the woHd ; without modesty he would hare 
pleaded the cause he had taken upon hkn, though k 
had s^peared ever so scandalous. 

From what has been said, it is plain that laodestf 
and assurance are both aauable, and may very well 
mectt in the same person. When they are thus 
mixed and blended together, they compose what we 
endeavor to express when we say a modest ateurance; 
by which we understand the just mean between bash- 
fulness and impudence. 

I shall conclude with observing, that as tire same 
man may be both modest and assured, so it ib also 
pos^ble fbr the same person to be both impudent and 
bashful. 

We have frequent instances of this odd kind of 
mixture in people of depraved minds and mean edu- 
cation; who, though they are not able to meet a 
man's eye, orpronounce a sentence without confu- 
mon, can voluntarily commit the greatest villanies, or 
the most indecent actions. 

Such a person seems to have made a resolution to 
do ill even in spite of himself, and in defiance of aU 
those checks and restraints his temper and com- 
plexion seem to have laid in his way. 

Upon he whole, I would endeavor to establish this 
maxim. That the practice of Firttie is the most pro- 
per method to give a man a becoming assurance m his 
words and actions. Guilt always seeks to shelter it- 
self in one of the extremes, and is sometimes attended 
.with both. X 
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No. 374. FRII>A¥, MAY 9, 171^. 

BT STEELS. 

.ATf/ actum feputanst si quid tuperetHt agefiduin. 

Luc. lib. % V. 657. . 

He reckons not the past, while ought remain'd- 

Great to be done, or mighty to be gain*dl Itowi5«- 

JL HEREisafai^ whichy though commcm) ^ant^ 
• name. It is the very eontrary to procrastination t 
as we lose the present hour by delating &om day t# 
^y to execute what we ought to do immediately ; 86 
most of us take occasion to sit still and throw away th^ 
tinae in our possession, by retrospect dn what is past^ 
imagining we have already acquitted ourselres^ aiid 
established our characters in the sight of mankindt 
3^1 when we thus put a value upon^ ourselves fo# 
what we have already done, any further thsui ti 
explain ourselves in order^ to assist our future con* 
duct, that will give us an over-weaning opinloil 
of our merit to the prejudice of our present industryC 
The great rule, methinks, should be to manage the 
instant in which we stand with fortitude, equanimity^, 
and moderation, according to men's respective cir^ 
cumstan<^s< If our past actions reproach us, they 
cannot be atoned for by Qur own severe reflections s4 
effectually as by a contrary behavior. If they are 
praiseworthy, the memory of them is of no use but 
to act suitably to them. Thus a good present beha- 
havior is an implicit repentantre for any miscarriage 
in what ts past ; but present slackness will not make 
up for past activity. Time has swallowed up all that 
we Qontemporaries did yesterday, as irrevocably as it 
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^ has the actions of the antediluyians : but we are again 
awake ; and what shall we do tcMiay, to-day which 
passes while we are yet speaking ? Shall we remem- 
ber the folly of last night, or r^fsolve upon the exer- 
cise of virtue to-morrow? Last night is certainly 
gone, and to-morrow may never arrive : this instant 
make use of. Can you oblige any man of honor and 
virtue ? Do it immediately. Can you visit a sick 
friend ? Will it revive him to see you enter, and su?.- 
7>end your own ease and pleasure to comfort his 
weakness, and here the impertinences of a wretch in 
pain ? Doa't stay to take coach, but be gone. Your 
mistress will bring sorrow, and your bottle madness: 
go to neither-^^-i^uch virtues and diversions as these 
are mentioned, because they occur to all men. But 
every man is sufficiently convinced, that to suspend 
tiie use of the present moment, and resolve better for 
the future only, is an unpardonable folly. What I at- 
tempted to consider was, the mischief of setting such 
a value upon what is past, as to think we have done 
enough. Let a man have filled all the offices of life 
mrith the highest dignity till yesterday, and begin to 
live only to himself to-day, he must expect he will, in 
the effects upon his reputation, be considered as the 
man who died yesterday. The man who distinguishes 
himself from the rest, stands in a press of people; 
those before him intercept his progress, and those be- 
hind him, if he does not urge dn, will tfead him 
down. Ca&sar, of whom it was said, that he thought 
nothing done while there vhim any thing Itft/or him to 
doy went on in performing the greatest exploits, 
without assuming tohimself a privilege of taking rest 
upon the foundation of the merit of his former 
actions. It was the manner of that glorious captain 
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to write down ivhat sceaes he passed through ; but it 
Was rather to keep his affairs in method^ and capable 
of a clear review in case they should be examined by 
others, than that be built a renown upon any thing 
which was past I shall produce two fragments of his^ 
to demonstrate tbfit it was his rule of life to support 
)>imself rather by what he should perform than what 
he had done already. In the tablet which he wore 
about him the same year in which he obtaiaed the bat- 
tle, of Pharsalia, there were found these loose notes 
for his own conduct : it is supposed^ by the.circunri* 
stances they alluded to> that they might be set down^ 
the evening of the same night. 

^ My part is now but begun^ and my glory must be 
sustained by the use I make of this victory, otherwise 
my loss will be greater than that of Pompey. Our 
personal reputation will rise or £all as we bear our re- 
spective fortunesi . All my. piivate enemies among^ 
the prisoners . shsdl be spared. I will forget this 
in order to obtain such another day. Trebutius is 
ashamed to see, me ; I will go to his tent, and be re- . 
conciled in private. Give all the men of honor, who 
take part with me, the terms I offered before the bat- 
tle. Let them owe tlus to their /riends who have 
been long in my interest. Power is weakened by the 
full use of it, but extended by moderation. Galbinius 
is proud, and^will be servile in his present fortune ; let 
him wait. Send for Stertinius : he is modest, and his 
virtue is worth gaining. I have cooled my heart 
with reflection, and am fit to rejoice with the army to- 
morrow. He is a popular general who can expose 
himself like a private man during a battle ; bu^ he is 
more popular who can rejoice but like a private man 
after a victory." 
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What is pCtHicQlariy; proper itft tiie example of sJl 
who pretend to UMhisiry in the purtukof honor mai 
virtue, is, that this hero wa»iiM>re than ordimuilf so^i 
licitoQs abont Ids reputation, irhen « -commMk 
ndnd ^mrtM hare thought itself in securkft ttn<l gi^ea 
itself a h>ose to jof and triumphs But though thu is 
a very great instance of his temper, I must eomleas I 
am more taken with his reactions when he retired to 
his closet in some disturbance upon the repented ill 
omens of Calphtinxia*s dream the night before hk 
death. The literal translation of that fragraont siiall 
conclude dds paper. 

<<Be it so then. If i am to ^e tc^^morfow^ that n 
what I tun to do to^norrow s it wiD not be then^ be^ 
cause I am willing it should be then ; nor shall I es* 
cape it, because I ion unwilling: it is db the gods 
when, butin myself how, 1 shall die^ If Ca^ilmiVkic^s 
dreams are fumes of indigestion, how sbatt I behold 
ttie day after to-morrow ? If thef are {torn the gods 
their admonition is not to prepare me to escape 
from their decree, but to meot it. I hfn/« liredi to a 
fulness of days and of glory : what is there that Cae- 
sar has not done with as much honor as ancient he* 
toes ? Caesar has not yet died -, Catsar is pre{>ared to 
die/' T 
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No. 375. SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1712. 

1 

BY MR. HUGHES. 

' JVvn posiidentem multa, voeaverU 
Hecte heamin : rectiut oempat 

MineriAus t^tfUenter 41H9 
Bur-amqw collet fiaufieriem pati, 
JPejutque Uthojla^itium timet. 

Hon. oa. 9. 1. 4. V, 45. 

XVe'bai4|Aj«nMA:^ o<n ^h€m lilest 
VHaxi are of la«g«ftt tenenentt postest^ 
While swelling cofiers break their owners' rest. 

More truly iiappy those who can 

Govern that little empire man ; 
AVho spend their treasure freely, as *twas ^g^iv'n 
By the large bounty of hKkilgent heav'h : 
Who, in a tiM uniiheMble state, ^ 

SAile^t the do)d»«iy tide of f«te, C 

And scorn aBke her friendship and her hate : 'J 

Who poison less than falsehood fear, 
LotJi to purchase life so dear. Stepney. 

I HAVE U)iore^liim<mce bad OGctfnoB to mentions 
nobl^ saying of "Seneca the ^ilosopher, thataTirtu* 
<fxts person struggling "with miflf<munes, and rising 
-above theni,ls an object^ which the god&thentselves 
^may 4ook down with delight. I shall th^efore set be- 
fore my reader a scene of this kind of distress, in pri- 
vate Kle, for the speculation of this di^. 

An eminem citizem, who had lived in good fashion 
and credit, was, by a tndn of accidents, and by an un- 
avoidable perplexity in liis afiairs reduced to a low 
condition. There is a modesty usually attending faults 
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less poverty, "which made him rather choose to redace 
his maimer of living to his present circumstances 
than solicit his friends, in order to support the show of 
an estate when the substance was gone. His wife, 
who was a woman of sense and* virtue, behaved he^ 
self on this occasion with uncommon decency, and 
never appeared so amiable in his eyes as nowr. Instead 
of upbraiding him with the ample fortune she had 
broughti or the many great offers she had refused for 
his sake, «^e redoubled all the instances of her affec- 
tion, while her husband was continually pouring out 
his heart to her in complaints, that he had ruined the 
best woman in the world. He sometimes came home 
at a time when she did not expect him, and surprised 
her in tears, which she endeavored to conceal, and 
always put on an air of cheerfulness to receive him. 
To lessen their expense, their eldest daughter (whom 
I shall call Amanda) was sent into the country to the 
house of an honest farmer, who had married a servant 
^of the family. This young woman was apprehensive 
of the ruin which was approaching, and had privately 
engaged a friend in the neighborhood! to give her an 
account of what passed from time to time in her fa* 
. ther's siffairs^ Amanda wa^ in the bloom .of |ier youth 
and beauty, when the lord of jthe maaor, who often cal- 
led in at the farmer^s hou$e as he follp^vired.his countiy 
sports, fell passionately in love with her. He was ja 
man of great generosity, but from a Jpose jsdu cation 
had contracted a hearty aversion to marriage. He 
therefore entertained a design upon Amanda's virtue, 
which at present he thought fit to keep private. The 
innocent creature, who neyer suspected his intentions, 
was pleased with hi^ person { andj having observed 
his growing passion for her, hoped; by so advan** 
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tageous a match, she might quickly be in a capacity 
of supporting her impbverished relations. One day 
as he called to see her, he found her in teaFs over $; 
letter she had just received from her friend, which 
gave an account that her father had lately been strip* 
ped of every thing by an execution. The lover, who* 
tvith some difficulty, found out the cause jof her grie^ 
took this occasion to make her a propoaaL It is im« 
possible to express Amanda's confusion when she 
found his pretendons ^ere not honorable. She was 
now deserted of all her hopes^ and had no power ta 
speak ; but^ rushing from him in the- utmost distur- 
bance, locked herself up in her chamber. He imme- 
diately despatched a messenger to her &tber with the 
following letter: 

« I have heard of ybiir misfortunes, and have offered 
your daughter, if she will lire with me^ to settle on 
her four hundred pounds a year, and to lay down the 
sum for whicb you are now distressed. I will be so 
ingenuous as to tell you that I do notintend marriage : 
hot if you are wise you will use your authority with 
her not to be too nice, when she has an opportunity of 
saving you and yom* &mily, and of making herself 
happy. "lam, &c." 

This letter came to the hands of Amanda's mother ; 
she opened and read it with the greatest surprise and 
concern. She did not think it proper to explain her- 
self to the messenger, but, desiring him to call again 
the next morning, she wrote to her daughter as fol- 
lows: 
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^ DkAEEST CHtLlT) 

^ Yoar father and I have just noW' received a latter 
irom' a gentleman who pretends l(»re to, ]i:<^^u». wUh & 
proposal that insuks our misfortunes^ and vrould 
tiirow us to a lower- degree of misery tbsD an|r thin^ 
which is come upon us. How could this barbca-ess 
man think that the tenderest of parents wouM be 
tempted to supply their want, by gtiung up the bestoi 
cyidren to infiuny and ruin I It is a mean aod cruel 
artifice to make this proposal at a time when be thi^ 
#ur necessities must compel us to any thin^ v but we 
will not eat the bread of shame;i aiuL therefore we 
charge l^ee not t» think of us^ but ta avoid the snare 
wluch is Icdd for thy virtue Be ware.of j^^ing^ u» ;. it 
is not so bad as you have perhaps been tolcL AH 
things will yet be well> and I shall write my child bet- 
ter news. 

^I faaevebeeniBterrupted* I know not bow I was 
moved to say things woiftid.mcnfL As I wa^goiiigetty 
I was startled by the noise of one that knocked at the 
door, and hath brought us an unexpected sisppfy ctf a 
debt which had long been awing* Ohll wiiLnowteH 
thee all. ft is some di^s I have lived aknoat withoat 
support, having conveyed what littie mcmey i co«ld 
raise to your poor &t^r.— 'Thou wUt weep to ddok 
where be b; yet be assured he will soon be at liberty. 
That cruel letter would have broke his heart, but I 
have concealed it from him. I have no companion at 
present) besides Utthi Fanny, who stands watcluag n^ 
looks as 1 write, and is crying for her sister : she says 
sb^ is sure you are not well^ havii^ discovered thatn^ 
present trouble is about you. But do not think I 
would thus repeat my sorrows to grieve thee ; no, it 
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is to entreat thee not to make them insupportable, by 
adding what wouM be worse than all. L^ us bear 
cheerfully ui affliction which we have not brought on 
ourselves, and remember there is a Power who can 
better deliver us out of it than by the loss of thy inno- 
cence. Heaven preserve my dear child. 

« Thy afiPectionate Mother ** 

The messenger, notwithstanding he promised to 
deliver this letter to Amanda, carried it first to his 
master, who he imagined ijrould be glad to have an op- 
portunity of giving it into her hands himself. His 
master was impatient to know the success of his pro- 
posal, and therefore broke open the letter privately to 
. see the contents. He was not a little moved at so true 
a picture of virtue in distress; but at the same time 
-was infinitely surprised to find his offers rejected. 
However, he resolved not to suppress the letter, but 
carefully sealed it up again, and <^arried it to Amanda* 
All his endeavors to see her were in vain, till she 
was assured he brought a letter from her mother. He 
would not part with it but upon condition that she 
should read it without leaving the room. While she 
was perusing it, he fixed his eyes on her face with the 
deepest attention : her concern gave anew softness to 
her beauty; and when she burst into tears, he could 
no longer refrain from bearing a part in her sorrow, 
and telling her that he too had read thedetter, and was 
resolved to make reparation for having been the occa- 
sion of it. My reader will not be displeased to see the 
second epistle which he now wrote to Amanda's mo- 
tiier. 

24 • 
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''Madam, 
<* I -am fall ^ thamt, mtid will never f or^ ve m3rseli] 
if I have not jour pardon for what I lively wrote. l\ 
was Ur {h>m niy intention to add trouble to the alBict' 
ed ; nor could any tiiingy but my being a atranger tc 
you, have betrayed me into a fieiult, for which^ if I lire, 
I shall endeavor to make you amends as a son. Ton 
cannot be unhappy while Amanda is your daughter; 
nor shall be, if any thing can prevent it in^ch is in the 
power of, Madam, 

« Your most obedient 

''humble servant, — *>'' 

Thb letter he sent by his steward, and soon alter 
went up to town himself^ to complete the generom 
act he had now resolved on. By his friendship and 
assistance, Amanda's &ther was quickly in a condi- 
tion of retirieving his per[^exed aAdrs« To con- 
clude, he married Amanda, and enjoyed the double 
satis&ction of ha^g restored a worthy £unily to 
their former prosperity, and of making himaelf hap- 
py by an alliance to their virtues. 
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No. 376. MONDAY, MAY 13, 1712. 
BY sTEBi,E. From the Letter-box. 



■ ■ . P avoM ex Pytha^oreo. 

PERsi Sat 6. V. It: 

From the F^rthaforeaa Peacock. 
. . . . ' 
" Mr. Spectatoh;, 

^^ I HAVE observed that Ae officer you dome tfine 

ago aj^inted ai inspector of signs has not done hi^ 

duty so urell, as to give you an iaccount of very many 

strange occurrences m the public streets which are 

worthy of| but have escaped^ your notice. Among 

all the oddnes'ses whieK I have ever met with, that 

-which I am now telHng you of gave me most delight. 

You must have observed that all the criers in the street 

attract the attention of the passengers, and of the in« 

liabitants in the several parts, by something very par*- 

^cular in their tone itself, in the dwelling upon a note, 

or else making themselves wholly unintelligible by a 

scream. The person I am 90 delighted with ha;s 

nothing to sell, but very gravely receives the bountjr 

of the people, for no other merit but the homage they 

pay to his manner of signifying to them that he wants 

a stibsidy. You must, sure, have heard speak of an 

old main, whd walks about the city, and that part of the 

suburbs which lies beyond the Tower, performing 

the office of a day-vfatchman followed by a goose, 

which bears the bob of his ditty, and confirms what 

he says, with a Quack, quack. I gave little heed to 

the mention' of this knowti circumstance, till, » being 

the other day in those quarters, I passed by a decrepit 
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old fellow with a pole in his handy who just then was 
bawling out. Half an hour after one o'clock ; and im- 
mediately a dirty goose behind him made her re. 
sponse. Quack, quack. I could not forbear attending 
this grave procession for the lengtlj of half a street, 
with no small amazement to find the whole place so 
familiarly acquainted with a melancholly midnight 
voice at noon-day, giving them the hour, and exporting 
them of the departure of time with a bounce at their 
doors. While I was full of this novelty, I went into 
» friend's house, and told him how I was diverted 
with their whimsical monitor and his equips^e. My 
friend gave me the history ; and interrupted my com- 
mendation of the Dttan, by telling me the livelihood 
of these t)ivo animals is purchased rather by the good 
parts of the goose, than of the leader; for it seems 
the peripatetic who ¥ralked before her was a watch- 
man in that neighborhood ; and the goose of herself, 
by frequent hearing his tone^ out of her natural vL- 
gitance, not .only observed but anawered it very re^ 
l^larly from time to time. The watchman was so 
joffected with it, that he bought her, and has taken 
^er in partner, only altering their hours of duty from 
night to day. The town has come into it,, and they 
live very comfortably. This is the matter of fact 
Now I desire you, who are a pi*ofound philosopher^ 
to consider this alliance of insdnct and reason ; your 
..speculation may turn very naturally upon the force 
the superior part of mankind may have upon the spi- 
rits .of such as, like this watchman, may be very 
pear the standard of geese. And you may add to^ 
this practical observa^on, how in all ages and times, 
the world, has been carried away by odd unaccount- 
able things, which one would think would pass upon 
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no ci^eoture whkh bad reasoa^. and^ under the symr 
bol of thb goosiB, you may enter into the manne? and 
method of leading creatures^ with thiir eye&ope&t 
through thick and thisi,. for tbry know not vhat» theyr 
linow net why; 

^< All which is humbly subtnkted to> youar Special 
tomi wisdom by. Sir, 

^< Your most humble servant^ 

^ Ma. Spbc^ato*, 
<' I have for se vei^l years had under my eaire the go« 
vernment and educatioA of j^oung la(£bS| which tmsf 
1 have endeavored to discharge with due regard 
to their sereral capacities and fortunes. I have Md 
AOtiung unc{one to impHnt in eYery one of them an 
humble courteous mind, a€Ct>mpanied with a^paoeM 
becoming mien, smd have made them pretty muck 
acquainted with the household part of family afl^rs ; 
but stt)} I find there is something very much wanting 
in the £ur of my ladies, different ftwm what I observe 
Id those that are esteemed your fine bried women. 
Now, Sir, I must own to you, I never suffered my girh 
to learn to dance ; but since I have read yxmr discourse 
of dancing, where you have described the beauty and 
spirit there is in regular motion, I own myself your 
convert, and resolve for the futui*e to give my young 
ladles that accomplishment. But, upon imparting my 
design to their parents, I have been made very uneasy 
for some time, because several of them have declared, 
that if I did not make use of the master they recom- 
mended, they would take away their children. , There 
was Colonel Jumper's lady, a colonel of the train* 
bands^ that has a great interest in her parish; she re- 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



286 THE -SPECTATOR. No. 375* 

commends Mr. Trott (No. ^6) for the prettiest mas- 
ter in town, that no man teaches a jig like him, that 
she has seen him rise six or seren capers together 
with the greatest ease imaginable, and that his scholars- 
twist themselves more ways than the scholars of any 
mikstef in town : besides, there is Madam Prim, an 
alderman's lady, recommends a master of her own 
name, but she declares he is not of their family, yet a 
very extraordinary man in his way ; for, besides a very 
soft air he has in dancing, he gives them a particular- 
behavior at a tea-table, and in presen^»g their snuff-- 
box, teaches to twirl, to slip, or flirt a fan, and how to 
place patches to the best advantage either for fat op 
lean, long or oval faces> for my lady says there is 
more in these things than the world imagines. Bu^ 
I must confess the major part of those I am concerned 
with leave it to me. I desire, therefore, according^ 
to the enclosed direction, you would send your cor- 
respondent who has writ to you on that subject to my 
house. If proper application this way can give inno- 
cence new charms, and make virtue legible in the 
countenance, I shall spare no charge to make my 
scholars in their very features and limbs bear vritaess 
.how careful I have been in the other parts of their 
education. 

«Iani,Sir, 

^ Your most humble servant^ 
^^Racbael WatchfuiJ' 
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No. 377. TUESDAY, MAY 13, 1712. 

BT AI>»ISOK. 

i^uid quUque ifitet, nunquain homini satU 
Cautum est in horas^'^'^ 

HoR. Od.13. 1. 2. V. 13. 

What each should fly, is seldom known ; 

We, i^iprovided, are undone. . Crbkcc. 

JLjOVE was the mother of poetry, and still produces, 
among the most ignorant and barbarous, a thousand 
imaginary distresses and poetical complaints. It 
makes a footman talk Uke Oroondates, and converts 
a brutal rustic ii^o a gentle Siwaio. The most ordi« 
nary plebeian or mechanic in love bleeds and pines 
away with a cettain elegance and tenderness . of ^nti« 
ments which this passion tiaturatly inspires^ 

These inward ladguishings oi a mind infected with 
thb softness have given birth to a phrase which 
is made use of by all the melting tribe, fpopa the high^ 
est to the loweat ; .1 lyipan th^ of dying fgr Wye, 

Romances, which jowe their. v,ery beiijg to tbispas* 
^ioa» are full o| these metaphoricai de^s. . heroes 
and heroines, knights, 'squires, and damsels, are a}l 
of them in a dying condition. There is the same kind 
of mortality in our modem tragedies, where every one 
^gasps, faints,, bleeds, and die^. Many of the poet^, 
to describe the execution which is done by this pas- 
sion, represent the ^r se^ as JyasiUfikn that destroy 
with their eyes ; but I think Mr. Cowley has, with 
great justness of thought, cotnpared a beautiful wo- 
man to a fiorcuiuncj that sends an arrow- from every 
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I have often thought, that there is no way so effec- 
tual for the cure of this .general infirmity as a man*s 
reflecting on the motives that produce it. When the 
passion proceeds from ^fte«enA9 of any virtue or per- 
fection in the person beloved, I would by no means 
dbcouri^e it : but if a man considers diat tdl his ^lieavy 
complaints of wounds and deaths arise from some lit- 
tle affectations of coquetry, which are improved into 
charms by his own fimd knaginationt the ^ery lag^ng 
sb^oi^e Jtiimself the cause of his <li«dmper may be auf- 
fident to effect the cure of it 

It isin this inlew tteet I hwre looked overtbe flietenJ 
iburndkAof ktteva mkich i have received fitvm-dyii^ 
people, and comqposed eut of tbBS&^tiieldlkywn]^ IhH 
of fDortalii^E, whidi iakall lay befoe any reader Uritfa- 
ont any fairer pre&cKe, m luipuig tliat it^may be me- 
M to hka ki discovssrmg those Mfr(»al ptaees^whexe 
there is nunrt danger^ ai^ those ftitad art!t wfatch wee 
made use of to 4e«tttiy the heeileas etfd utmtay, 
' X.V8 AKnxR, slab at <a piqipet-shotw onldie third of 
September. 
Thyrsis,^ot %HAik a cai(«ftttent in 'Piecadt%. 
T. S. wounded >by Zefiftda's soa^let^ockici]^, as 
she Vas *tet)pin^ 6Ut of a coateh. 

Will Simple, smlttfen at the opera %y thte jjlaneeof 
' an eye that <vms aitfted at due who stoodtif hltn. 
The. Vaidl6ve, tost hifs life at a bidl. 
Tim. TiaMe, ldllci<lby the^apeCatlsenienMnltffi 
shot^der by CoquetiHa, as he ^was^king cavetesaly 
with hefr In a bow-leindow. 

Sir Simbn Softly, mtii^red ^t the ptayhouse in 
Drupy^Latte by a frown. 

Philander, mortally weuf>ded<byClcora, as she was 
djustlQg her tucker. 
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RiJpK Gap^lf) "Esq: hit by a r^dom shot it the 
*U»g- ^ .- ^. ■ -• :- - . ' -' 

F. R. caught his death upon tlieivnter^ April the 1st. 
: W- W. UH^ li^ aQ.MAkno¥m haiid, that iras' play- 
ing with the glove off, upon the side of the froiit^bcxx 
in Dl'liiV*C<«^* 1 ' . * i 

, Sir Christophei* Crasoy, OBart huii: by the brush of a 
whalebone pe^tticoat. 

SyMus^ shot IhPOj^gh ^ie:sti<^&of]a&Q«t St James* 
churchy •' .', .^ir ,, ' ,1 ..t ^.^.\ ..,_"' 
/Dama%. struck thjx^ugh the 'heart by a diamond 
necklace. •. , :■.'■..;..■ . i ' . ' 

Thomas Trusty, Francis i.GooaeqtiU]) WilHam 
M^sonme^i Ed^rwrd CaJ|RW^>EsqrB..i8ta»jtUng in aitowj 
fell all four at tl^ siup:^ U^e j>y 9fi ogle of thp Widow 
Trapjand. i, : , / . 

Tom Rattle, chancing to tread upon a la4y'^ tail a9 
he came out of the playhouse, she turned full upon 
hfan, and Isdd him dead*fipon l!he spot. ♦ 

, Dick Tastewell, slain by a blush from the Queen's 
box, in the tlfird act of the Ttifi >d the Jubilee. 

Samuel Felt, haberdasher, wounded in his walks to 
Islington by Mrs. Susannah Crosstitch, as she was 
clambering over 9? adle.^\, . r . . .» ^ . 

R. F. T. W. S. 1. M. P. &c. put to death in the last 
bir^rd^ massacre.,^ , ..,r ,|,. ,, ^,j. ., . .,. 

Roger Blinko, cut off in the twenty-first year of his 
n^ b^ ft -white wash; "(>: 'j, '..-,.. or m' ai J. /•'/ ] 
'iMuwlorufi, slatni by anaripw thatrfl^ out 6£a^dxm- 
pl&iQ .Belinda's l^t cheek. : . <: ^ ^ 

. '. i^toi Courtly,' piresenluiig Flavian ^tth hier glove 
(which she had dropped on purpose,) she received it^ 
and took away his life with a courtesy. 

Vol. VL , 25 
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John Gosselia haying received a riigbt hurt from'a 
pair of blue eyes, as he was making his escape wai 
despatched hj a sodie. 

Stre{rfio»9 killed by Clar&n^ M ^le looked down 
into the pic 

Charles Careless, shot flying by a girl of fifteen, 
who unexpectedly popped her head upon lumout of a 
coach. 

Josiah Wither^ aged Chre)^e«re and three, sent to 
hb long home by Elizabeth Jetwell) spinster. 

Jack Freeiore, murdered by Melissa in her hair. 

William Wiseacre, Gent, drowned in a flood of 
tears by Moll Common. 

John Pleadwell, Esq. of the MtddleoTemi>le, bar- 
rister at law, assassinated in his chambers the 6th in- 
stant by Kitty Slyi who pretended to come to him for 
hlsadfice. - I 



No. 378. WEDNESDAY, MAY U,. 17 U, 

Communicated by Mr. Pope. 

Aggffidfre^ magno^t aderit jam ten^m*^ honores, 

Vxao. Ed. 4. v. 48. 



Mature in yean* to ready honors nu>ve. Dutosy. 



I 



WILL make no apology for entertaining the ret^ 
der- with the fbllowlngpoem^ ^hich^ is written' by 
a great genius, a friend of. Mne, in ih^ countk*y^ who 
is not ashamed to employ tis wit in the pnd^e of his 
Maker. ^ - • 
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MESSIAH. 

A SACRED BOLOOVS, C0MlFOSSl> OF SfiVESAL PASSA^E^ 
tl>7 XJAlAH'THE PKOVBBT. 

Written in imitation of Virgil^ s Pollio. 

YE nymphs of Solyma ! begirt the song^ 
\o heavn*ly themes sublimer strains belongs 
The mossy fountains, and the Sylvan shadesj ' 
The dreams' of Findus and th' Aonian maidst^ 

Delight no more O thoti my voice inspire 

Who tduch'd Isaiah's hallowed lips with fire ! 

Rapt into future times, the bard begun, 
A Virgin shall conceive, a Virgiri bear a Son : 
From Jesse's root behold a branch arise. 
Whose sacred flovy'r^ with fragrance fills the skies. («) 
Th* xtherial spirit o'er its leaves shall move. 
And on its top descends the mystic Dove. 
Ye heav'ns ? from high tjie dewy nectar pour, {b) 
And in soft silence shed th^ kindly show'r ! 

The sick and weak, the healing plant shall aid, (c) 
From storms a shelter, and from heat a shade. 

All crimes shall cease, and ancient fraud shall fail ; 
~ Returning justice lift aloft her scale ; {d) 

Peace o'er the world her olive wand extend. 

And white-rob'd innocence from heav'n descend. 

Swift fly the years, and rise th' expected mom ! 

Oh spring to light, auspicious Babe be bom ! 

See nature hastes her earliest wreathes to bring. 

With all the incense of the breathing spring : (e) 

See lofty Lebanon his head advance. 

See nodding forests on the mountains dance, 
. See spicy clouds from lowly Shai*on rise. 

And Carmel's flow'iy top perfumes the skies ! 

(a) Isaiah, chap. xi. 1. (rf) Chap. ix. 7. 

\b) Chap. xlv. 8. (c) Chap. xxxv. 2. 



(f) Chap. XXV. 4. 
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Hark ! a glad voice the lonely desert cheers ! (a) 
Prepare the way ! a Qod^ k ^odjif^ears ! 
A God ! A God ! the vocal hills reply. 
The rocks prochdm-th' appvot^nng^Deity. 
Lo earth receivesjiim from-tlie'bcadiDg'ifties ! 
Sink down yo mountains, and ye valleys rise ! 
With heads de<diu*d, ye cedars homage pay ! 
Be smooth ye rocks, ye rapid floods give way ! 
Thfe Saviour comes I by ancient bards foretold Y 
Hear him ye deaf,, and all ye blind behold \ (b) 
He-from thick films shall purge the visual ray. 
And on th^ sightless eye-ball pour the day. (c) 
Tis he til' obstructed paths of sound, shall clear. 
And bid new music charm th' unfolding ear ; 
The dumb shall sing, the lame his crutch fore^> 
And leap exalting like the bounding roe. 
No sigh* no murmur, the wide world shall h^ar. 
From ey'ry face he wipes off ev'ry tear. 
Jn adamantine chains shall death be bound* {d) 
And hell's grim tyrant feel th' eternal woimd. 
As the good, shepherd tends his fleecy care, (e). 
Seeks freshest pastures and the purest sir. 
Explores the lost, the wand'ring sheep directs* 
By day o'ersees them, and by night protects ; 
The tender lambs he raises in his arms. 
Feeds from his hand and in his bosom warms : 
Mankind shall, thus his. guardian care engage, . 
The promis'd Father of the future age. (/) 
No more shall nation against nation rise, (g) 
Nor ardent "warriors meet with hateful eyes. 
Nor fields with gleaming steel be cover'd o'er,. 
The brazen trumpets kindle rage no more i. 
But useless lances into scythes shall bend,. 
And the broad falchion m a ploughshare end. 

(rt) Isaiah, Chap. xl. 3, 4^ (e)- Chap. xl. 11. 

, ib) Chap. xlii. 18. {/) Chap. ix. 6. 

(c) Chap. XXXV, 5^6. (g) Chap il 4. 

(d) Chap, xxv; 8. 
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Then palaces shall rise ; the joyful son (a) 
Shall finish what his short-lited sire begun : 
. Their vines a shadow to their race shall yield. 
And the same hand that sow'd shall reap the field. 
The swain in barren deserts with surprise {b) 
Sees lillies spring, and sudden verdure rise, . 
And 4ftarts amidst the thirsty wilds to hear 
New falls of water murm*ring in his ear. 
On rifled rocks, the dragon's late abodes. 
The green reed trembles, and the bulrush nods. 
Waste sandy valleys, once perplex'd with thorn, (c) 
The spiry fir and shf^ely bo:& adorn ; 
To leafless shrubs the flow*ring palms succeed. 
And od'rous myrtle to the noisome weed. 
The lambs with wolves shall graze the verdant mead, (d) 
And boys in flow'ry bands the tiger lead ; 
The steer and lion at one crib shall meet. 
And harmless serpents lick the pilgrim's feet. 
The smiling infant in his hand shall take 
The crested basilisk and speckled snake ; 
Pleas'd the green lustre of the scales survey. 
And with their forky tongue and pointless sting shall plaj;'. 
Bise, crown'd with light, imperial Salem rise ! (e) 
Bxalt thy tow*ry head, and lift thy eyes ! 
See a long race thy spacious courts adorn ; (J') 
See future sons and daughters yet unborn. 
In crowding ranks, on ev'ry side arise. 
Demanding life impatient for the skies ! 
-See barb'rous nations at thy gates attend, (g) 
Walk in thy light, and in ihj temple bend ; 
See thy bright altars throng'd with prostrate kings. 
And heap'd with products of Sabatan springs ! (A) 
For thee Idume's spicy forests blow. 
And seeds of gold in Ophir's mountains glow. 

(a) Isaiah, Chap. Ixv. 21,22. (e) Chap. Is. I. 

(^) Chap. XXXV. 1,7. (J) Chap. Ix. 4. 

(c) Chap. xli. 19, and {g) Chap. Ix. 3. 

ch. Iv. 13. (A) Chap. Ix, 6. 
id) Chap. xi. 6, 7, 8. 
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See hent'n its tpwklii^ portals wide di^iUy^ 

And break upon thee in a flood of day ! 

No more the rising sun shall gild tbe mom, (a) 

Nor ev'ning Cynthia fill her silTer horn ; 

But lost, diSBolT'd in thy superior rays. 

One tide of glory, one unclouded Maze, 

(yerflow thy courts : the Light HifMcff shall 8hin%. 

Reveal'd, and Qod's eternal 6xf be thine ! 

The seas shall waste, the skies in smoke deci^, (6) 

Rocks fall to dust, and mountains'^ melt away ; 

But fix'd JSKr word. Hi* saving power remains. 

Thy realm for ever lasts, thy own Messiah reigns. T 

No. 379. THURSDAY, MAY 15, 171^. 

BT MR. E« BUDGELL. 

^cire tuuin nihil c*f, nisi te scire hoc sciat alter ^ 

Peri. Sat 1. v. 27. 
-«— Science is not science till reveal*d. Dry be y. 

I HAVE often wondered at that ill-natured position 
which has been sometimes maintained in the schools, 
and is comprised in an old Latin verse, namely, thatr 
^<A man's knowledge is worth nothing, if he com. 
municates what he knows to any one besides." 
There is certainly no more sensible pleasure to a 
good-natured man, than if he can by any means g^- 
tify or inform the mind of another. I might add, 
that this virtue naturally carries its own reward along 
with it, since it is almost impossible it should be ex- 
ercised without the improvement of the person who 
practises it. The reading of books, and the daily oc- 

(a) Isaiah, Chap. Ix. 19, 20. 

(6) Chap. Ij. 6. and cb. liy. XO. 
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currcnccs of life, are coiitiniiall3r'fuiiiiishingu& with 
matter for thought and reflection. It is extremely 
i^atural for us to desire to see such our thoughts 
put into the dress of words, without which indeed we 
Qan saarce have a clear and distinct idea of them our* 
selves : when they are thus clothed in expressions,^ 
nothing so truly shews us whether they are just 
or false as those effects which they produce ip 
the minds of others. 

I am apt to flatter myself, that, in the course of these^ 
my speculations, I have treated of several subjects) 
and laid down many such rules for the conduct of a 
man's life, which my readers were either wholly igno- 
rant of before, or which at least those few who were 
acquainted with.them looked upon as so many secrets 
they had found out for the conduct of themselves, but 
were resolved never to have made public. 

I am the more conflrmed in thb opinion, from my 
having received several letters, wherein I am censu- 
red /or having prostituted learning to.th« en^brai- 
ces of the vulgar, and made her, atst one of my cor# 
respondents phrases it, a common strumpet« I am 
charged by another with laying open the arcana^ 
or secrets of prudence, to the eyes of every reader. 

The narrow spirit which appears in the letters 
of these my. correspondents is the less surprising, as 
it has shewn itself in all ages. There is still extant 
an epistle written by Alexander the great to his tutor 
Aristotle, upon that philosopher's publishing some 
part of his writings^ in which the Prince complains 
of his having made knowa to all the world those 
secrets in learning which he had bo&re commumcar 
ted to him in private lectures j concluding, "That hfc 
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had fathor excel tbe rost of mankind in knowledge 
tjian in power." 

Louisa de Padilla, a lady of great learning, and 
Countess of Aranda, was in like manner angry with 
the famous Gratian, upon his publishing his treatise 
of the Discreto; wherein she fancied that he had 
laid open those maxims to common readers, which 
ought only to have been reserved for the knowledge 
of the great. 

These objections are thought by many of so much 
weighty that they often defend the above^nentioned 
authorsi by a£&mung they have affected such an 
obscurity in their style and manner of writing, that, 
though everyone may read their works, there will be 
but very few who can comprehend their meaning^. 

Persius, the Latin Satirist, affected obscurity for 
another reason : with which, however, Mr. Cowley 
is so offended, that, writing to one of luft friends, 
You, says he, tell me, that you do not know whether 
Persius be a good poet or no, because you cannot un« 
derstand him i for which very i*eason I affirm that he 
is not so. 

However, this art of writing' umnteUigibly has been 
very much improved, and followed by several of the 
modems, who, observing the general inclination 
of mankind to dive into a secret, and the reputation 
niany have acquired by concealing their meaning un- 
der obscure terms and phrases, resolve, that they may 
be still more abstruse, to write without any meaning 
at all. This art, as it is at present practised by many 
eminent authors, consists in throwing so many words 
at a venture into different periods, and leaving the 
curious reader to find out the meaning of them. 
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The Egf pdans, who made tise "Of hieroglyi^cs to 
ugnify several things, expressed a man w^ho confined 
his knowledge and discoveries altogether within hhn-^ 
se^f by the figure- of a dark lanthom closed on aH 
sides, which, though it was illuminated within, af* 
forded no maimer of light or advantf^e to such aS 
stood by it. For my own part, as I. shall from tjxnc 
to time communicate to the public whatever discove- 
ries I happen to make, I should much. rather be com^ 
pared t€^ an ordinary lamp, which consumes and 
wastes itself for the benefit of every passenger. 
. . I shall conclude this paper with the stoxy of Rosi^ 
crucius' sepulchre. I suppose I need not infonh my 
readers that this man was the founder of the Rosier u- 
clan sect, and that his disciples still pretend to new 
discoyeries, which they are never to communicate to 
die rest of mankind. 

A certain person, having occasion to dig somewhat 
deep in the ground, where this phxlosopl;ier lay inter- 
red, met with a small door having a wall on each side 
of it. His curiosity, and the hopes of .finding some 
Mdden treasure, isoon prompted him to force open the 
door. He was in^mediately swrpiised by a sudden 
blaze of light, and discovered a very fair vault: at.the 
upper end of it was a statue of a man in armor sitting 
by a table> and leaning on l>is left arm: hie held a 
truncheon in his right hand, and had a lamlp burning 
before him. The man had no. sooner set one lopt 
within the vault, than the statue erecting. itselC from 
its leaning, posture, stood bolt upright, and upon the 
fellow's advancing another sitep, lifted up the trun- 
cheon in itj} right hand. The man sdll ventured ^ 
third step, when t^e statue with a furious blow bvoke 
• 
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the lamp into athsfuwad pieces^ and left Iw guest k 
n sadden dftrknets, 

• . Upon the report of this adTentttre^ the caimtiy 
people soon came with lights to the sepulchre^ and 
discorered th^ the statue^ which was made of banM) 
vras nodiing more than a piece of clock-work ; liiat 
the floor of the vauit was all loose^ and underlaid witb 
srveral spring which, upon any man's entering, 
naturally produced that which had hai>pened. 

RosicruciaSi say his disciples^ made use of this^ 
method, to shew the world that he had re-invented tb€ 
ef er*buming lampa of the ancients, though he was 
resolved no one should reap any advantage from the 
discoveryv X 



Ko.360, FRIDAY, MAY 16, 1712. 

Bt STEELii. 'From the Letter-bo3^, 

JUwtlifn patitnUf 4 



VTiQk patience bear a riral in thy lore. 
" Sir, Thursday, May 8, I ri 3. 

The eharact«r you have fa the world of being the 
l^ies^ philosopher, and the pretty advice I have seen 
you give to others in your papers, make me address 
myself to you in this abrupt manner, imd to desire 
your opinion what in this age a wonmn may call 
a lover. I have had lately a gentleman that I thought 
made pretensions to me, insomuch that most of my 
fnends took notice of it, and thoug;ht we were really 
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married ; in which I did not tak6 much pains to und6« 
^eive themi and especially a ybiing gentlewoman of 
my particular acquaintance Who was then in the 
counti'y. She coming to town, and seeing our inti- 
macy so great, gave herself the liberty of taking rat 
to task concerning it: I ingenuously told her we 
were not married ; but I did not know what might be 
the event. She soo;^ got acquainted with the gentle- 
man, and was pleased to take upon her tb examine 
him about it. Now, whether a new face had made a 
greater conquest than the old, FU leave you to judge ; 
but I am informed that he utterly denied all preten-* 
sions to courtship, but withal professed a sincere 
friendship for me ; but whether marriages are pro-^ 
posed by way of friendship or not, is what I desire to 
know, and what I may really call a lover. There are 
so many who talk in a language fit only forthat cha« 
racter, and yet guard themselves against speaking in 
direct terms to the point, that it is impossible to dis- 
tinguish between courtship and conversation. I 
hope you Will do the justice both upon my lover and 
my friend, if they provoke me further. In the mean 
time I carry it with so equal a behavior, that the 
njmph and the swalti too are mightily at a loss; each 
believes 1, who know them both well, think myself re « 
venged in their love to one another, which creates an 
irreconcileable jealousy. If aH comes rig^t again, 
you shall hear further from. Sir, 

" Your most obeifient servant, 

** MlRTILLA.*** 

^Mu. Spectator, Jfiril 28, 1712; 

"Your observations on persons that have behave^ 

thcmselvet ^reverently at church, 1 doubt not haf o 
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had a good effect on same tha^ ha^e read thetn : but 
tbere is another fault which ha& hitherto escaped your 
notice; I mean of such persons as are very zealous 
and punctual to perform an ejaculation ^at is only 
preparatory to thescrvice of the church, and yet neg- 
lect to joinin the, service itself. There is an Instance 
of this in a friend of Will Honeycomb* a ^ who sits oppo- 
site to met he seldom comes in till the prayers are 
about half over, and when he has entered his seat (In- 
stead of joining with the congregation,) he devoutly 
holds his hat before his face for* three or four mo- 
ments, then bows to all his acquaintance, sits down, 
takes apindh of snuff (if it be eyening service perhaps 
a nap,) and spends the remaining time in surveying 
the congregation. Now, Sir, what I would desire isj 
that you will animadvert a little on this gentleman's 
pracUce. In my opinion, this geptleman's devotion, 
^p-in-hand, is only a compliance to the custom of the 
place, and goes no further than a little ecclesiastical 
good breeding. If you will jiojt pretend to us the mo- 
tives tha;t bring suc^ triBers to solemn assemblies, yet 
let me desire that you will give this Jetter a place in 
yourpaper^and I shall remsun. Sir, 

« Your obliged humble servant, 

',.'■. ,,«J._S.»* 

^< Ma. Sbectato^, ., Mays. 

« The conversation at- a club, of which I am a mem- 
ber, last night {ailing upon vanity and the desire of 
being admired^ put me in mind of relating how agree- 
ably I was entertained at my own door last Thursday 
by a clea^ fresh-colored girl, under the most el{;gant, 
and, the best furnished milk-pail I had ever observed- 
I was glad ,©f suqh an opportumty of seeing the beha^ 
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jvior of $1 coquette m low life, and how she received 
the extraordinary notice that was taken of her ;^ which 
I found had affected every muscle of her face in the 
'Same manner as it does the feature of a fir'st-rate toast 
at a play or in an assembly. Tliis hintx>f mine made 
the discourse turn upon the sense of pleasure ; which 
ended in a general resolution, that the milk-ma^d en- 
joysJtier vai^ity^^s exquisitely as the woman of quality. 
I think it would not be an improper subject for you 
to ejtamine this frailty, and trace it to all conditions 
of life ; which is recommended to you as an occasion 
of oblij^ing many of your readers, among the rest 
" Your most humble servant, 

«T.B.'* 

<< Coming last week into a coffeie-bQUse not far from 
the Exchange with my<jbasket under my arm, a Jew 
of considerable note, as I am informed, takes, half a 
dozen oranges of me, and a^ the same time slides a 
guinea into my hand; I mad« him a courtesy and 
wentiiiy way. He followed me; and finding I was 
going about my business, he came up Mfith me, and 
told me plainly, that he gave me the guinea with no 
other intent but to purchase my person for an hour- 
Did you so, Sir! says I; you gave it me then to make 
me wicked ; I'll keep it to make iht honest. How- 
ever, not, to be in the least ungrateful, I promise you 
I'll lay it out in a couple of rings, and wear them for 
your sake. I am so just, Sir, besides, as to give every 
body that asks how I came by my rings, this account 
of my benefactor; but to save me the trouble of telling 
my tale over and over again, I humbly beg the favor 

Vol. VI. 26 
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jof you to tell it once for all> and ;ou will extremely 
obli^ ' 

' « Tour humble serrant, 

"Bbtty Lbmon.* 

May 12, 1712. 

«SiR, St. Brideay May 1$, 1712. 

<' It is a great deal of pleasure to me, and I dare say 
will be no less satisfaction to you, that I have an op- 
portunity of informing you, that the gentlemen and 
others of the parish of St. Brides have raised a cha- 
rity-school of fifty girls, as before of fifty boys. Yoi 
were so kind to recommedd the boys to the charitable 
world, and the other sex hope you will do them 
the same favor in Friday's Sfiectator^ |br Sunday 
next, when they are to appear with their huAible airs 
at the parish church of St. Brides^ Sir, the mtention 
of this may possibly be senHiceaUe to the chUdren; 
and sure n^ one will omit a good action attendeil with 
no expense. I am> Sir, 

« Your very humble servant, 
T ^<Thjb Sextos/ 
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No. 391. SATURDAY, MAY \7y 1712, 

BY ADDISOK. 

* *>Squam memento rebus in arduU 
Servare rnxntem^ non teeut in bonit 
Ab intolenti temperata/tn 
JUnitiOi tnoriture Deli* Hoxu Od. ?. L 2. v. 1. 

Be calm, my Delius, and serene. 

However fortwie change the scene : 

In thy mtost dejected state 

Sink not undsmeath the weight ; 

Kor yet when happy days begin. 

And the full tide comes rolling in» 

Let a fierce vmmly joy 

The settl*d quiet of thy mind destroy. An 6 sr^ 



I 



HAVE alffftys preferred cheerfulness to mirth* 
The latter I consider as im act, the former as an habit 
oi the mind. Mirth is short and transient, cheer- 
Mness fixed and permanent. Those are often 
msed into the greatest tntosports of mirth who are 
subject to the greatest deinressions of melancholy t 
on die contrary, cheerfulness, t^ugh it does not giye 
the mind such an exqiusite gladness, prevents ua 
fi*om falling into any depths of sorrow. Mirth is like 
a flash of lightning, that breaks through a gloom 
df clouds, and glitters for anioment; cheerfulness 
keeps up a kind of day-light in the mind, and fills it 
with a steady and perpetual serenity. 

Men of austere princi^es look upon mirth as too 
wanton and dissolute for a state of probation, and 
as filled with a certaiif triumph and insolence of 
heart that is inconsbtent with a life which is every 
moment obnoxious to the greatest dangers. /Writei;^ 
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of this complexion have observed that the sacred 
person who waa the great pattern of l>erfcction was 
never seen ta laugh. 

Cheerfulness of mind is not liable tu any of these 
exceptions ^ it is of a serious and composed nature ; 
it does not throw the mind into a condition improper 
for the present state of humanity^andis very conspi- 
cuous in die characters of those who are looked 
upon us the greatest philosophers among the heathens, 
as well as among those who have been deservedly es- 
teemed as ssdnts and holy men among Christians 

If we consider cheetfulness in three lights, with 
regard to eurselvesi to those we converse with, and 
to the great' Author of our being, it will' not a 
little recommend itself on each of these accounts. 
The man who is possessed of this excellent frame of 
mind is not only easy in bis thoughts but a per* 
feet master of all the powers and facultiea- of his 
loul: his imagtnadon is-always dear, and his 3udg- 
ment undisturbed : his temper is even and unruffled, 
whether in action or in solitude. He comes with 
a relish to all those goods which nature has provided 
for him, tastes all the pleasures of the creation which 
are poured about him, and does not feel the full 
weight of those accidental evil& which maj^ befall 
him. 

If we consider hki»ii;i relatiento tl^ persons^whom 
he converses wkh, it naturally produces loye and 
good will towards him. A cheerful mind is not only 
disposed to be affable and obliging, but raises the 
same good-humor in those who come within its influ- 
ence. ' A man finds himself pleased, he does not 
know why, with the cheerfulness of his companion : 
it is like a sudden sun-shine that awakens a secret de- 
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light in the mind) mthout her attending to it: ^e 
heart rejoiceft of its own accord^ and naturally flows 
out into £dendship and benevolence towards the per- 
son who has so kindly an effect upon it. 
, When I ccoisider this cheerful state of mind in its 
third relation^ I cannot but look upon it as a constant 
habitual gratitude to the great Author of nature. An 
inward cheerfulness is an implicit praise and thanks- 
giving to Providence under all its dispensations : it is 
a kind of asquiescence in the state wherein we are 
placed) and a secret approbation of the divine will in 
bis conduct towards man» 

There are but two things which, in my opinion, can 
reasonably deprive us of this cheerfulness of heart* 
The first of these is the sense of guilt. A man who 
lives in a state of vice and impenitence can have no 
title to that evenness and tranquillity of mind which 
is the health of the soul, and the natural effect of vir- 
tue and innocence. Cheerfulness in an ill man 
deserves a harder name than language can furnish us 
with, and is many degrees beyond what we commonly 
call folly or madness. . . 

Atheism, by which I mean a disbelief of a Supreme 
Being, and consequently of a future state, under 
whatsoever titles it shelters itself, mayiikewise v^ry 
reasonably deprive a man of this cheerfulness of 
temper. There is something so particularly gloomy 
and offensive to human nature in the prospect of non* 
existence, that I cannot but wonder with many exceN 
lent writers, how it is possible £or a man to outlive the 
expectation of it. For my own part, I think the be- 
ing of a God is so little to be doubted, that it is almost 
the only truth we are sure of, and such a truth aa we 
l^eet with in every object, in every occurence, and in 
26 * n \ ' 
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trery thought. If we look into the characters of 
this tribe of infidelsy we gcoerallj find they are made 
up of pridey spleen, and caril : it is indeed no w<mder 
that men, who are uneasy to themselves, should be so 
to the rest of the world ; and how is it possible for a 
jnan to be otherwise than uneasy in himselfi who is in 
danger every moment of losing his entire existence, 
and dropping into nothing ? 

' The vicious man and Atheist have therefore no 
pretence to cheerfulness, and would act very unrea* 
sonably should they endeavor afiter it. It is impossi- 
ble for any one to live in good-humor, and enjoy his 
present existence, who is apprehensive either of tor- 
ment or of annihilation ^ of being miserable, or of not 
being at all. 

^ After having mentioned these two great princi' 
pies, which are destructive of cheerfulness in their 
own nature as'well as in right reason, I cannot think 
of any other that o^ight to banish this happy temper 
from a virtuous mind. Pain and sickness^ shame and 
reproach, poverty and old age, nay, death itself, con- 
sidering the shortness of their duration, and the 
advantage we may reap from them, do not deserve the 
name of evils i a good mind may bear up under them 
with fortitude, with indolence, and with cheerfulness 
of heart. The tosung of a tempestdoes not discom- 
pose him; which he is sure will bring him to a joyful 
harbor. 

A man, who uses his best endeavors to live accor- 
dmg to the dictates of virtue and right reason, has 
two perpetual sources of cheerfulness ; in the ccmsi- 
deration of lus own nature, and of* that being on 
whom he has a dep^endence. If he looks into him- 
self, he cannot but rejoice in that existence which 1^ 
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so lately bestowed upon himy and which, after millions 
of ages> will be stUl new, and sdll in its beginning. 
How many self-congratulations naturally arise in the 
mind when it reflects on this its entrance into eternity) 
when it takes a view of those improvea^ie faculties, 
which in a few years, a|id eyen at its^ first setting out, ^ 
have made so considerable a progress, and which 
will be still receiving an increase of perfection, and 
consequently an increase of happiness I The con- 
sciousness of such a being spreads a perpetual diffu- 
sion of joy through the soul of a virtuous man, 
and makes him look upon himself every moment as 
more happy than he knows how to conceive. 

The spc^nd source of cheerfulness to a good mind, 
is the consideration of that Being on whom we have 
our dependence, and in whom, though we behold him 
as yet but in the first faint discoveries of his perfec- 
tions, we see every thing that we can imagine as great, 
glorious, or amiable. We find ourselves every where 
upheld by his goodness, scad surrounded with an 
immensity of love and mercy. In short, we depend 
upon a Being, whose power qualifies liim to make us» 
happy by an infinity of means, whose goodness and 
truth engage him to make those happy who desire it 
of him, and whose unchangeableness will secure us 
in this happiness to all eternity.. 

Such considerations, which every one should per- 
petually cherish in his thoughts, will banish from us 
all that secret heaviness of heart which unthinking 
men are subject to when they lie under no real afflic- 
tion; all that anguish which we may feel from any 
evil that actually oppresses us, to which I may like- 
wise add those little cracklings of mirth and folly that 
are apter to betray virtue tlian support itj and esta- 
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blish in us luch an even and cheerful temper, as 
tnakes us pleasing to ourselves^ to those mth whom 
we conversei and to Him whom we were made to 
please. I 
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APPENDIX. 



J\rOT£S CRITICAL A^D EXPLAJ^ATORY, 

No. 323. 
(a) This quotation seems to have been made at random y 
the expression is, 
-^-£t Juyenus quondam, nunc feemina. .£n.6.L444 
** A man before, now to a woman changed/* 
{b) A Term in the game of Basset. 

No. 324. 

(a) This letter is by some 9uppo9edtdhaye been written hy 
Swift, who had great apprehensions of being murdered \>j 
some of these gentry. 

(3^ The title of one of the four Indian Kings who visited 
Ennahd. 

(c) This is a genuine letter communicated by the ingenious 
antiquary Mr. Willis to Steele— The remainder is here given 
on good authority — " good matches amongst nei^bors. Mr 
mother, peace be to her soul, the good old gentlewoman left 
me g^od store of household linen of her own spinning, a chest 
full. If vou and I lay our means together, it shall go hard 
but I will pave the way to well. Your loving servant till 
death. Mr. Gabriel Bullock, now my father is dead." 
No. 32r. 

(a) See Tasso's description of Michael's descent fr<an hea- 
ven, 69. V. 60. 

Homer's II. 24. v. 339. Virgil's JExi, 4. v. 238. 
No. 328. 

(a) The original paper. No. 328, was written by Steele, but 
withdrawn, aiKl this written by Addison, and substituted for 
it. 

{b) A noted toyman in Fleet-Street, who retired with a 
gr^at fortune. 
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KOTES. 

No. 334. 
(n) See an essay towards the history of dancingv by John 
Weaver, 1712. 

No. 335. 
(a) Gentlemen wore about this lime a neckcloth called a 
Steenkirk i in the same manner vaigs were at first called. J7a- 
miiiett because first worn about the time of that battle in 
1706. 

No. 336. 
(a) See Not. 73, 79, 8r» 155, 534. 
No. 338. 
(ay Steele was the authorof the prologue to the Distressed 
Mother. The epilogue was written by Mr. BodgelL Fob 
remarks on this play^ see Nos. 290, ,335, 555, 

No. 339. 
(a) A poem by Sir Bichard Bhu^onore, M. D. 

No. 340. 
(a) The Duke of Marlborough, who was at this time tatOf 
ed out of all public employmoits, to the eternal disgraee of 
his sovereign and her ministry. 

No. 341. 
(a) A tragedy by Mr. E. Neat Addison wrote a prologae 
fo this play, in ridicule of ItaMan operas, and Pkior wrote thee 
^^ogue here mentioned. 

No. 364. . 

(a) Thi» letter was wntten by the Earl of Bardwieke. 
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DMIRATION, when turned into contempt 340 
Age, the authority assumed by some people on the ac- 

. count of it- 336 

Alexander the Great, wherein he imitated Achilles inii 

. piece of cruelty, and the occasion of it - ^ <337 

His complaint to Aristotle .... 379 

t 2A.'manda, her adventures -----. 375 
Appearances, the reneradonand respect paid to them in 

all aees - - - 360 

ArUllery, the invention, and first use of it, to whom 

ascribed by Milton 333 

Assurance, what - - - - - - - 373 

/^theism an enemy to cheerfulness of mind - - 381 

Authors, for what most to be admired . ^ . 355 

Beards in former ages.atype of wisdom - - . 231 

Instances of the homage heretofore paid to beards ib. 
At what .time the beard flourished most in this 

nation ^ - - -- - - - i^. 

The ill consequence of introducing the use of it 

among us at present - - - •, " ib, 
A description of Hudibras* beard ... ,'^, 
^icknell, (Mrs.) fox* what commended by the Spec- 
tator - ^ ^ , - - - - 370 

Bill proposed by a countir gentleman to be brought 
into the house for the better preserving of the 

femalegame - 326 

Boccalini,his mble of a grasshopper applied by the Spec- 

Utor * - - 355 

Cesar's Commentaries, the new edition of it^ an ho- 
nor to the BngUsh press .... 357 
Csuar's activity and perseverance - - . 374 
CaJ, a great contributor to harmony ... - 361 
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Catcall, a dissertation upon that instrument - - 361 

Cheerfulness, wherein preferable to mirth - - 381 

When worse than folly or madness - - . ,*A, 

Chocolate, a great heater of the blood in women - 365 
Church-musicians reproved for nqt keeping to the text 

as well as tlie preacher ^ . - - - 338 

Club. The Mohock club - - 324 

The desigpi of their institution - - - - lA. 

Commendation generally followed by detraction - 348 . 

Commercial friendship preferable to generosity - - 346 

Coverley (Sir Roger de) his reflections upon visiting • 

the tombs in Westminster Abbey - - - 329 

A great friend to beards ----- 331 

*Goes with the SpecUtor and Captadn Sentry to a 

tpUy called the Distressed Mother - - - 3E35 

His behstvior and remarks it it - - - - ^ ih. 

His uneasiness on the widow's account - - 359 

CJourage and magnanimity inseparable - - - 350 

Cowley, his opinion of Persius the Latin satirist - - 379 

Creation, a poem commended by the Spectator - - 339 

Dancing, a necessary accomphshment - - - ^4 

The cUsadvantages it lies under, to what owing - iA. 

Useful on the stage - - 370 

Death, the benefit of it - - - - - - 349 

"Definitions, the" use of ttiem -recommended by Mr. 

' Locke ---'-'- - - - 373 

Detraction; the generality of it in conversation - - 348 

Devotee, the description of one - - ■* - - 354 

Dress, the advantage of bein^ well dressed - - 360 
Drums, customary but very improper instruments in a 

marriage concert ----- - 364 

Dryden, his happy turn for a prologue or epilogue - 341 

Education, a regulation of it proposed • - - 337 
Emperor of the "Mohocks, liis arms, and how bOme - 324 
Epictetus, his rule for a person's beha^io^ under de- 
traction -- - - - -^ - 355 

Epitaph on the Coxmtess D6wager of Pembroke - - 323 

Eastcourt the comedian, his extraordinary taleiits - 358 

Eugene (Prince) the Spectator's account of him - 340 
In what manner to be compared Witli Alexander and 

Cscsar ---"-.--- i^. 

St. Evremond, the singularity of his remarks - - 349 

FALSEHooD,'»nd dissimulation, the inconvenience of it 

perpetual - , - - ^ - - 352 

Female rakes described - 336 

FUviUa liberal of her snuff at church - - - 344 
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Aroficy^kat ought truly to be termed so • . - 359 
Frug^^ the true basis of liberality .... 346 

GSNXKOSXTY9 not always to be commended • - 346 

43od; the being of one, the greatest of certainties » 381 

Goosequill (William) clerk to the lawyers' club - 372 

Grammar-schools, a common fault observed in them - 353 
.Gymnosophists (Indian) the method used by them in 

the creation of their disciples ... 337 

HoKSYCOMB (Will) his dissertation on the useful- 

. ness of looking-glasses ..... 325 

His observations upon the comy)tion of the age 352 
He gives the club a brief account of. his amors and 

disappointments - - - - - » 359 

Hudibras> a description of his beard .... 33I 

iMViynEKCE, distingfuished from assurance . . 373 

indifference in marriage not to be tasted by sensible 

Bpbits -- 322 

Knowleuge ought to be communicative . - 379 

X^EARNiNG) the design of it ... . - 350 
To be made advantageous even to the meanest ca- 
pacities 353 

l<eopold, the last emperor of that name, an expert 

joiner .-, 353 

liCtters to the Spectator, from Octavia married to anun- 

grateful husband « . . . . . 322 
From Clarinda, with her journal .... 323 

From. Philanthropes, with an account of the Mo- 
hock club .-.---. 324 
From a countryman to her he very much respects, 

Mrs. Marg^aret Clarke . - . - » ib. 
From B. T. to the Spectator, upon a passage in MiU 

ton .,.325 

From a country gentleman Ijring under the misfor- 
tune of having a very fine park, and an only 

daughter - S'ZQ 

From Mrs. JMCaiy Comfit, at Mile-End Green - ib. 

From T. B. complaining of his wife's expensive 
longings during her pregnancy ... ib, 
Frbm a married gentleman, who is in a fair way of being 

undone by his virtuous lovely wife - ' - . 226 
From S. P. recommending the patronage of young 
modest men to such as are able to coimtenance 
and introduce them into the world - - - 330 
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Cotters, from Jamis kKdc^tUlos^ tmsflUSaiS^ «f , €te 
nearness of his father as a grea^ ^seo^Agftfn^eait 
to him in the course of his studies ... 303 

.From Jack kightfoot, ddititiaiill% <» aiS^vAt ^^M 
sweaters -----. - 335 

.;From three eotibtiy vtrtb6^ virg(nSj irfao lie aitO^ 
tious of the Characters of very jiod ^i^htes - ^. 

¥'romtheiucthl>roftIiehS8tfi^ef&fi€^ligf - - 334 

From a young man complaiM&g of sin ffie«iSlDin he 
has observed am<mg old men - - - . 336 

From Rebeck the ifisti^si^cfd, t^A{>lia(i]]l^ vt a 
club of female rakes - - . - - i^. 

From -— — , With smi^lhiih^ tH()d^hli 6ik Ciduea- 
tion - 337, 353 

;rrom Physibuluf, occasioned by ^ ^Sog«e to 
Th€ Dittretted Mother - - - * . ZSt 

From Philomeidesy in answer to the foregoing let- 
ter - . ....... m 

From an officer* doiicenling Sylvaaa's c<mdtt^ In 
the absence of her husbahd - - - - 34Q 

From Jack Freelove to his mist^ress^ written in the 
person of a liicKtikey - - - - - 34S 

To the Spectat(M*9 from Ei^cure Mampon, a £^reat 
trencherman - - - - - - - '3^ 

From •— », cbmplkiinng df an exlni:?*&^ euBtoia 
among some women of taking snuii - - ib, 

^From Taw Waw £ben Zan Kaladiury. £mpm>r of 
the Mohocks^ with a niknifesto ,- - - 347 
" From Mary, Itg^st detraction - - - - 34$ 

From Hotspur, with the descriptioii of a deVo|e«& 354 

From Sophrosunius, complaming t^f the impudent 
behayior of people in the Streets - - - a. 

From --—--, in behalf of a genteel dress - - 360 

From John Shaflow, who had lately been at 41 con- 
cert of catcalls - - - - - - 361 

From Tom Pottle, m commendation of Brooke and 
HeUier - _- -. - - - - - 362 

From Will Cymon, with an account of the itoprove- 
tnents wrought in him by lore, and the charac- 
ter of his mistress • - - - - • 362 

From Philip Homebre4» «p6n travel - - - 364 

From Robin Bridegroom in Bircbinlane, comphun- 
ing of a set of drums that awakened him with 
their thunder the mon)ing afler he was married i^ 

From Altamira, a prude ...... iS. 

Prom — »—, vnih the translation of a Lapland song 366 

From Ck)nstantia Comb-brush, complaining that 
her mistress gives her cast-off clothes to others ^i^ 
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.of Madame deVillacerfe - - - .. 363 

I To the Spe«ia|ar> fxom -^— » «> whin^ a^d hiaao- 

I c rista 371 

£l^in Ra^ Beltfiy) iii ,comn^e^4^tion of Mr. Fow- 

I el, master of the moticEn 372 

Prom Humphrey Transfer, on a moving club of pa^ 
I xish clerks - - - - - - - i^. 

j^rom H. R. complaining of the lawyers' club - ib: 
pTom Michael Gander, on the day-watchpian and 
his goose - - - - . - - 376 

From Hacliadi Watdiful on dfuicing - - - ib. 
^From *MyrtiUa, desiring the S^>ectato;r's advice in 
relation to her lover . - - - - 380 

From X Si animadv^^tk)^ on sonde peir^on's b^ha- 

yior f^t d^urch .--..- ib, 
Ifiirom X. B. on vanity, vod ^e aj^yiidancje of it in 
the female se^ - - , - - - • 2>. 

FromB^liCVi^QSU^yi^h^^npY^ 

a guinea by a Jew - - - - - - iH, 

I>om the Stjigi^9f SL^Bn^^, pn a negv^ chai^iy^ 

school of fifbv girls, erected in that parish' . t6, 

liberality, the true basis c^#t - - - - . 346 

li^ie, (Charles) his pj^esent to the Spectator - . 358 

IfO^igings in women, the ^|^av]^g|iiice}<^^W - - 3^6- 

X^nginus, an observation of that critic .^ . . 339 
3Uovje,in what manner discovepr^^to ^-mistr^sS'by oaj& 

of WiU Hono>^<Hpi^s aqqji^^i^a^ - - - 325 

Tb& mother of po^y 377 

Mait, a month extremely suljijectto ca^eptmr^ in womgn 365 
The 8peotatpir's caution to tit\e female sex on th«t 

account - . - 

Merit valuable, according to tl^ a^pUcation ol* it 
v/ Messiah, a sacred eclogue * - . . . 
Milton's Paradite JLo^t, a continuation of the Spoptator^i 

crit^ism on that poem 

333,339,345,351,357,363,369 
The moral of that poem, and length (jf time c<^itam- 
ed in^e acticm 
Mirth, the awkward pretenders to it 

Distin^shed from cheerfulness .- 
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Modest assurance, what 
Mohock, the meaning of that name 

Several conjectures concerning the M<^o<^ 
Mofium«at8 raised by envy the Jooatglorioy^r 



i6, 
340 
378 

327, 



369 
358 

381 
373 

373 
324 
347 
355 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



MoK (Sir ThoO his gaiety at l^desth,t6wh«t owing 349 
Mortality, tl^e lover's bill rf .--.-. 377 

Motion of the gods, wherein it differs from that o£ im^- 

tals, according to Hefiodorus .... 369 
Mnly Moloch, emperor of Mcmxxsco, his great intre- 
pidity in his dying moments .... 349 

Novels^ great inflamers of women's blood - - 365 

PaulLorraik, adesign ofhis ... - 238 

Pei^ethman the comedian, bis many qualifications - 370 

Persian children, what learned by them in their schools 337 
Persons ims^inary, not proper for an heroic poem - 357 

Persius the satirist the affeeted obscurity ofhis style - 379 
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Rosicrucius, the story c^lus sepulchre - - - 379 

Saunter (Mrs.) a great snuff-Aaker - - - - 344 
Sentry (Captain) receives a letter fi^m Ipswich, g^vinp^ 
an^ account of an engagement between a l^nch 
privateer and a little vessel belonging to that place 350 
His reflections on that action .... i^. 

Sincerity, the advantages of it over dissimulation and de- 
ceit - - ... .- . 352 
The most compendious wisdom .... /^. 
Solomon's Song, a paraphrase on the second chapter - 338 
Spectator, his reflections upon Clarinda's journal - 333 
Accompanies Sir Roger de Coverley to Westmin- 
ster Abbey - « - - - - - 329 
His sacrifices to humanity - - - - - 355 
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